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MIGS |- History: Art and Culture
Tirukkural and the Gita

Tirukkural, written by Tiruvalluvar, is one of the Tamil lit-
erature’s greatest ethical works and is honoured as the
“Ulaga Podhu Marai” (universal scripture). In concise
couplets, it teaches the essential principles of human life —
aram (virtue), porul (wealth and social responsibility), in-
bam (love), and the higher goal of veedu (liberation or
moksha). Its teachings transcend language, religion, race,
and nationality, making it relevant to all humanity. It
guides individuals in righteousness, truth, compassion,
generosity, patience, gratitude, justice, good governance,
and social responsibility, said Thaneerpalli Krishnan Swa-
my in a discourse. Tiruvalluvar emphasises that know-
ledge alone does not make a person great; love, compas-
sion, good character, and the ability to understand others’
suffering are equally important.

There are significant similarities between Tirukkural
and the Bhagavad Gita. Both emphasise dharma, righte-
ous action, karma, spiritual wisdom, human effort and lib-
eration. Hindu dharma teaches that the atma is spiritual in
nature and that the wise recognise the same spiritual real-
ity in different beings. Similarly, Tirukkural emphasises
moral equality and compassion towards living beings.

Most importantly, both works direct human beings to-
wards spiritual liberation. Krishna teaches surrender to
God as the means to transcend karma, maya, and samsa-
ra. Similarly, Tiruvalluvar speaks of crossing the “great
ocean of birth” by reaching God’s feet. Thus, the Bhagavad
Gita and Tirukkural both guide humanity towards dhar-
ma, right action, devotion, self-discipline, compassion,
and ultimately liberation from the cycle of birth.

01S9. Tirukkural and the Gita
forearer 3T aftar

e  Thirukkural, written by Thiruvalluvar, is one of Tamil
literature’s greatest ethical works and is honoured as the
“Ulaga Podhu Marai” (universal scripture).

foreaeelat garT IT faesrster afae Afeca i Agletasn
aAfceh il & F veh & 3R & “3aar oig 7Y (Amaeiifas
THATY) & FT H FEATIT fohdT ST B

e In concise couplets, it teaches the essential principles
of human life — aram (virtue), porul (wealth and social
responsibility), inbam (love), and the higher goal of veedu
(liberation or moksha).

Hfared glgl H Ig AlId ST & H1aeTeh [AeHidi—3IRA
(HEITOT), 9%, (41T 3R wreforE eeried), geraH (W) @
dis (AT a1 AteT) F ITaAR dRT—hH T A 8|

e lts teachings transcend language, religion, race, and
nationality, making it relevant to all humanity.

ZTeh! FRARTTC 31y, e, aier 31k Isdiarar Fr daAnst T W E,
e a1g SOt AEadr & fow g aee €

e |t guides individuals in righteousness, truth,
compassion, generosity, patience, gratitude, justice, good

governance, and social responsibility, said Thaneerpalli Krishnan Swamy in a discourse.
ITARTeell U TG o Teh Taeiel A #hel foh Ig eafercdl i UTfHeHdl, T, FIOM, 3ERT,
&, Farar, =, FAHT AR AHTAF JAEIAE o AL I Tolel T AT ST 8|

e Tiruvalluvar emphasises that knowledge alone does not make a person great; love,
compassion, good character, and the ability to understand others’ suffering are equally

important.

faeaedaR 38 ST W SR & & foh shael A1 &1 fohall T T gl w161 SATcT, W, FHeom,
HETIR 31 gaWt & ¢ F GAS AT 419701 I FAWT ¥ & Agea ol &

e There are significant similarities between Tirukkural and the Bhagavad Gita.
et 3t sreraeeiian & o FgcaquT FATATT &

o Both emphasise dharma, righteous action, karma, spiritual wisdom, human effort and

liberation.

gt e, Wewet, Fel, smeanfons A, A s ik A Waa ad £

e Hindu dharma teaches that the atma is spiritual in nature and that the wise recognise the
same spiritual reality in different beings.

féq ue Faarar ¢ o e ameatfonss Fawy arel § 3R A1 sgierd faffieer wiorat 7 38

3meaTfcHs aEdfdedT &Y 9gaTeId &

o Similarly, Tirukkural emphasises moral equality and compassion towards living beings.
S8y, foarantel fas wamerar 3 shfda witrat & wfe weom w o dare |

e Most importantly, both works direct human beings towards spiritual liberation.
e Hgcaqut a1 I8 ¢ T el Hiaat #qsy 1 amenfons afFa &1 3k fdRid w81

e Krishna teaches surrender to God as the means to transcend karma, maya, and samsara.
F0T Fa, AT 3R FAR A W e & WY & &9 7 32 & gl goAgor dr Raw e g1

o Similarly, Tiruvalluvar speaks of crossing the “great ocean of birth” by reaching God’s feet.
S IR, W@a%wﬁ%@“m#mm” P IR el T a1 A g

e Thus, the Bhagavad Gita and Tirukkural both guide humanity towards dharma, right
action, devotion, self-discipline, compassion, and ultimately liberation from the cycle
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of birth.

A oA & TF ¥ FRFT T 3R ALTCL TS Lt ¢ |

The Baltic Way — Gandhi’s imprint on Baltic freedom

2 » the 37th
anniversary of the Baltic Way, the historic
1989 human chain that became a
watershed moment in the Gandhian-inspired
Singing Revelution in Lithuania, Latvia, and
Estonia, culminating in the restoration of Baltic
independence in 1990-91. Conversations across
the Baltic states revealed powerful personal
reflections on the Baltic Way and Gandhian
non-violence: “We studied India’s freedom
struggle and chose Gandhian non-violent
resistance to reclaim our national freedom from
Soviet rule.” “We watched the film Gandhi on
Lithuanian national television, telecast for 24
hours.” “It was thrilling to join a non-violent
protest against the Soviet army at Vilnius
Cathedral Square; even as a bullet passed near
my ear, I stood firm.” “Baltic Way matters a lot for
us today.”

A turning point

The Singing Revolution (1986-91), shaped by
songs and non-violence during Mikhail
Gorbachev’s perestroika and glasnost, reached a
turning point with the Baltic Way, when two
million people formed a 675-kilometre human
chain from Tallinn through Riga to Vilnius,
demanding freedom from Soviet rule. It remains
a powerful symbol of unity, solidarity, and
freedom. The Baltic Way was organised on the
50th anniversary of the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact to expose its secret protocol, which divided
Eastern Europe into German and Soviet spheres
of influence, and paved the way for the Soviet
annexation of the Baltic states in 1940. Having
gained independence in 1918, the Baltics lost it
after 22 years. The Baltic Way exposed Soviet-era
repression, leading to the Soviet Union’s
acknowledgement of the secret protocol’s
existence and the Baltic states’ re-independence
in1991. Its global media coverage drew
international attention, while its inscription in
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The Mahatma's
principles of
non-violence
have forged
enduring bonds
between the
Baltics and India

UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register and
Guinness World Records recognition reinforced
its international legacy.

An enduring influence

Gandhi’s ideas travelled globally, inspiring
movements from the American civil rights
struggle to South Africa and beyond. Today, the
Baltic Way reflects the enduring relevance of his
principles of non-violence, truth, and human
dignity, while echoing the non-cooperation and
civil disobedience of his 1930 Dandi March.

Gandhi showed that meral authority could
outweigh military power through ahimsa,
satyagraha, civil resistance, mass mobilisation,
and the principle that a nation’s rule depends on
people’s consent and cooperation. The Baltic Way
and the Singing Revolution stand as a testimony
to the success of people’s power and
civilian-based defence drawn from the Gandhi-led
Indian freedom movement.

The Singing Revolution’s leaders drew on
global traditions of non-violent resistance.
Latvian scholar Maija Kiile noted that, lacking
local theorists, they turned to Gandhi and Martin
Luther King Jr.; Latvia's earlier cultural links with
India may also have encouraged this attraction to
Gandhian ideas. Lithuania, too, played a key role
in developing nen-violent civilian-based defence
inspired by Gandhi.

In a 2012 conversation with this writer, the late
Prof. GraZina Miniotaité, a leading ideologue of
Lithuania’s Singing Revolution, recalled that
non-violence was widely understood from the
outset as essential. The December 1990 “Republic
in Danger” declaration urged adherence to
“non-violence and non-cooperation with the
occupational authorities”.

Unlike other thinkers of non-violence,
Miniotaité regarded Gandhi as the most
successful in both theory and practice,
demonstrating that non-violent struggle could

effectively resist foreign rule. Richard
Attenborough’s 1982 film Gandhi was broadcast
on Lithuanian national television to educate
citizens about non-violent resistance. Confronting
Soviet troops, people repeated: “We won't fight,”
“We follow Gandhi,” and “We are peaceful
people.”

Building closer ties

Since 1992, the Baltic states have drawn on
Gandhian and cultural ties to deepen relations
with India, expanding cooperation in technology,
sustainability, the blue economy, and culture.
The Government of India’s Ministry of Commerce
and Industry estimates show that India’s total
bilateral trade with Lithuania reached $490.61
million; with Latvia, $475.66 million, and with
Estonia, $219.69 million in 2025-26.

Baltic political discourse reflects Gandhian
influence through Gandhi’s Lithuanian-born
Litvak “soulmate” Hermann Kallenbach;
Vydiinas's engagement with Gandhian thought;
Antanas Poska's meetings with Gandhi; Sonja
Schlesin’s secretaryship; and Estonian
translations of Gandhi by Linnart Hall. These ties
continue through annual commemorations of the
2015 Gandhi-Kallenbach monument in
Kallenbach’s birthplace, Rusné, most recently in
July 2026; the Kallenbach Memorial Lectures; and
the India-Lithuania Friendship Award (this year, it
honoured the people of Goa during the 400th
anniversary of missionary Andrius Rudamina).
India has also gifted Gandhi memorials to the
Baltics, including a bust unveiled in Latvia in 2019
and a statue installed in Estonia in 2025.

The Baltic Way endures as a chain of freedom
and ideas, linking courage with conscience. Its
contemporary significance is multifaceted: a
model of non-violent resistance, a site of
contested memory, a narrative in Russia-West
tensions, and ultimately, a tribute to Gandhi and
India.

01S9. The Baltic Way — Gandhi’s imprint on Baltic freedom
difeesd d — difecs Fadaar a T Hf o1

August 23, 2026, marked the 37th anniversary of the Baltic Way, the historic 1989 human
chain that became a watershed moment in the Gandhian-inspired Singing Revolution in
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, culminating in the restoration of Baltic independence in 1990-

91.

23 37TE 2026 1 aifeca & HY 3741 a¥aris oY, St 1989 FHr fgriaes Aeta s@er A 3K
ferygaiarar, arafaar aur weeferar & sefar) ARt & IR R Rareger i v s
HIg 91 IS TAT 3idd: 1990-91 ﬁama%ﬁﬁrmma?rgm‘mmga

Conversations across the Baltic states revealed powerful personal reflections on the Baltic
Way and Gandhian non-violence: “We studied India’s freedom struggle and chose
Gandhian non-violent resistance to reclaim our national freedom from Soviet rule.”

ama%ﬁﬁgéa'mﬁﬁ@rma 3R arrefiareY srfEaT & Garer 7 ST Ay gHIaGRITel eI
AT I 37TS: “GHe SR & Tl ey o1 31eaeT fohar 3R Afaae et & 391
TERT T G STt et 3 Fore aTfefrand arfers wfoer ¥ e’

“We watched the film Gandhi on Lithuanian national television, telecast for 24 hours.”

‘G TrY3TToTT o TG olifaster O aTieft o S, ToraenT 24 € deh JHROT o 1 &7|”

“It was thrilling to join a non-violent protest against the Soviet army at Vilnius Cathedral
Square; even as a bullet passed near my ear, | stood firm.”
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R oo

“RIfcaad FAgd TFarR W Aifaad a1 & vy sifdas R ygeler & anfder glar ARy
T, B Il o I F Teh el IoRA o STasje # goal & TsT TETl”
o “Baltic Way matters a lot for us today.”

“aifees & 3met st ga fove agat wgcaqot ¥1°

A turning point
TH AU Al

e The Singing Revolution (1986-91), shaped by songs and non-violence during Mikhail
Gorbachev's perestroika and glasnost, reached a turning point with the Baltic Way, when two
million people formed a 675-kilometre human chain from Tallinn through Riga to Vilnius,
demanding freedom from Soviet rule.

fRifaiar RateerT (1986-91), St fAEmse MefRa i ReAgat iR seomaeed & iR 7 ofidt qar
3fgar & 3R o T@T T, maﬁwwﬁmqu‘gﬂ, e 20 dr g A A |faaa
A H FIATAT Y AT FXA §U 675 FHeATHIEY wieft Hiera s[@relt 511, ST A1feeteT & 91 &1 gu
fafeaaa de thelr ot

e It remains a powerful symbol of unity, solidarity, and freedom.
Ig 31T 3 T, ThofeaTl AR T 1 Ueh fFcrlel Tl &

e The Baltic Way was organised on the 50th anniversary of the 1939 Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact to expose its secret protocol, which divided Eastern Europe into German and Soviet
spheres of influence, and paved the way for the Soviet annexation of the Baltic states in 1940.

STfece 3 T ST 1939 #r Aiarer-Raghr wfer A 508t aderis o3 38 e WIckhier S
3SR &Ye o TorT foham I T, foreat et IR0 st Sttt 3R Fifaare vevra et o faenfore foar
AT 1940 H ANITT Y GaRT dfeesh &2f & faer 1 At gered faan

e Having gained independence in 1918, the Baltics lost it after 22 years.
1918 A TaAFT UTod Flat & §1G dTecsh G2 o 22 IV IRATd U= TadTaT @ &I

e The Baltic Way exposed Soviet-era repression, leading to the Soviet Union’s
acknowledgement of the secret protocol’s existence and the Baltic states’ re-independence in
1991.

Sifeesh d o MfATT F1eT & gAY IR 6T, Toraeh TRUTEETST @fagd Fe = o
wicteler & 31f¥dca @1 TR R 3k 1991 7 aifees i &1 ge: ng‘s’l

e lts global media coverage drew international attention, while its inscription in UNESCO’
Memory of the World Register and Guinness World Records recognition reinforced its
international legacy.

38 AR MIEAT FHaST 7 RS AT A Foram, STafeh gaeat & AANY 3T g a8
IorEeX 7 saa enfAd gl 3R Fieisr aes RFISH ganT Aadr ured 8T $HehT 3a e
faRTEa i 3R FoTad T 8

An enduring influence
T TR gHT

e Gandhi’s ideas travelled globally, inspiring movements from the American civil rights
struggle to South Africa and beyond.

W%W%&aﬁﬁq@ﬁ?ﬁﬁmmmmﬁwmm
TAT 31T &7 deh 3Tiah Tarelar &l 9Rd fhaT|

e Today, the Baltic Way reflects the enduring relevance of his principles of non-violence, truth,
and human dignity, while echoing the non-cooperation and civil disobedience of his 1930
Dandi March.
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3Tt Sifece 3ok rfeaT, we 3R AT TR 3 Uit $r Rl srafendar & gfafdfad
YT & U 3a7eh 1930 o &St A & g1 IR AfdeT e hr giaeafsy Tedd i |

Gandhi showed that moral authority could outweigh military power through ahimsa,
satyagraha, civil resistance, mass mobilisation, and the principle that a nation’s rule depends
on people’s consent and cooperation.

el & femmr o Afasw witer e afFa F 3rfre gemaemeh 8 awar e, S« 3rfgar, dcamrg,
AR TR, STT-HeTSsT T $H FAeHia & y2er fhar Sme 3 foret e &1 emest Stetar &
TEAfT 3R FgAeT W AR HAT ¢

The Baltic Way and the Singing Revolution stand as a testimony to the success of people’s
power and civilian-based defence drawn from the Gandhi-led Indian freedom movement.

ifees 3R RfTr Rategert antd & dqea arer SRR Tac=dT Jatet ¥ IR st 3k
ATTRE- TR T84T hT Theldl & THT & &9 H TS &

The Singing Revolution’s leaders drew on global traditions of non-violent resistance.
Ffater Rategerst & A o srfdwe wfarier v 3fRaes adorsit & 9o o

Latvian scholar Maija Kile noted that, lacking local theorists, they turned to Gandhi and
Martin Luther King Jr.; Latvia’s earlier cultural links with India may also have encouraged this
attraction to Gandhian ideas.

ATATIATS faeareT A Fet & Soord fona foh TN FAGUTaRRT & 3187 7 3egiel aneh 3K
ATET o2 foher STfoia) 1 3R & foham; TR & |1y SATafadT & qaadt dieepicre dael o off
FTeNaTeY TAaRT & 9T 39 3R UT & NchTied fondr &1 GehaT 2|

Lithuania, too, played a key role in developing non-violent civilian-based defence inspired
by Gandhi.

fergamiarar = o amielt & AR i arTRe-smaia T & fawr & Ageaqo’ e s
In a 2012 conversation with this writer, the late Prof. Grazina Miniotaité, a leading ideologue

of Lithuania’s Singing Revolution, recalled that non-violence was widely understood from the
outset as essential.

2012 7 8 @ & A g5 Sicdia #, feryanforar & fAfarer Raveger Hr so@ faamemr
T3l 7 & veh Raera rha anfarem RAfaaterse & wovor i o qresma @ & sifdar =
SqT9h ¥ I 3TGeTh AT ST AT

The December 1990 “Republic in Danger” declaration urged adherence to “non-violence
and non-cooperation with the occupational authorities”.

fegeT 1990 Fr “Rufees g1 S5 aIwor & “3173ar 3R Feotmemdy 31Ot & arer g2
hl YTelod hied bl HATEdTed ﬁ'ngTnglﬂ

Unlike other thinkers of non-violence, Miniotaité regarded Gandhi as the most successful in
both theory and practice, demonstrating that non-violent struggle could effectively resist
foreign rule.

AT & 3= faarent & faudia, fAfaierse e & Rigwid 3R saaer gt 7 T8 awhed
AT oY, TSegiar I wefa fhar o arfgas aad Rl emwe #1 werrdh gor & wfaier &3 g&ar
gl

Richard Attenborough’s 1982 film Gandhi was broadcast on Lithuanian national television to
educate citizens about non-violent resistance.

Reers veaaart T 1982 Y fovesr arieft b1 forganierar & wsdrr TehfasTal o FaRoT ATRET
3feas 9faier & aR A R S & forw famar arr &

Confronting Soviet troops, people repeated: “We won't fight,” “We follow Gandhi,” and “We
are peaceful people.”

fererer Afevent i1 FIHAT T G AT STt A "G WS 7S, "G AL T IFTET et 8,
3R g T eer g1
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Building closer ties

gfarss gatt &1 AT

Since 1992, the Baltic states have drawn on Gandhian and cultural ties to deepen relations
with India, expanding cooperation in technology, sustainability, the blue economy, and
culture.

1992 &, STfoceh G2t o TR & A1 HHT Pl TG et & Toiv aneiarer AR diepices geet &
T 3STAT § AT MY, HAT T, sef sariat 3R FEpia & T 7 qg2aT &7 fawdr
frar gl

The Government of India’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry estimates show that India’s
total bilateral trade with Lithuania reached $490.61 million; with Latvia, $475.66 million, and
with Estonia, $219.69 million in 2025-26.

HR THR & FIOeT Ud 3G HATeIT o 3Tl o 3THR, 2025-26 # fery3nferar & ary
8T T ool STAIETY SATIR 490.61 FAferTeT sfery, arcfaram & |y 475.66 MAferger stew 3k

TEfaaT & AT 219.69 ﬁﬁmg‘fmaa:q-g’“amml

Baltic political discourse reflects Gandhian influence through Gandhi’s Lithuanian-born Litvak
“soulmate” Hermann Kallenbach; Vydinas’s engagement with Gandhian thought; Antanas
Poska’s meetings with Gandhi; Sonja Schlesin’s secretaryship; and Estonian translations of
Gandhi by Linnart Hall.

STfeeesh stelfcreh faaet # anedy 7 gsira amed & foryanferar 7 siea foreares e B gofer
AT, SHGATH & ITEATET T & S3Td; AR JIRehT I IITET & Felrehrdl, Hea el &
AT 9¢ R, 7T e gl gany el & oot & TEelfeiars Jfefare’ & Areas ¥ fears &ar
gl

These ties continue through annual commemorations of the 2015 Gandhi-Kallenbach
monument in Kallenbach’s birthplace, Rusné, most recently in July 2026; the Kallenbach
Memorial Lectures; and the India-Lithuania Friendship Award (this year, it honoured the
people of Goa during the 400th anniversary of missionary Andrius Rudamina).

Y I FIOTIT & ST $&1 H U 2015 F Mefl-Frodar@ THARS & aif¥e THROUNHAT,
STt Ty gTfera Sfells 2026 # §3T; FelTaTd T R, 3R $Rd-forgamfarar 3y
TERR & ACTHA § TR § (56 aY, el 3ifeaa To1firet v 4008t e & 3aer W 3w
QREHR W T T STedll T FFATIAT foham aram)|

India has also gifted Gandhi memorials to the Baltics, including a bust unveiled in Latvia in
2019 and a statue installed in Estonia in 2025.

HRA o dMfeceh ST &l el & TARS oY 39gR & GU §, foateT 2019 # smafaam & sremaor Y
€ STAAT FT 3e-3TFR AT T 31T 2025 F vrforar #F v ufa=r anfa &

The Baltic Way endures as a chain of freedom and ideas, linking courage with conscience.
difeca d U Faaadr AR R it s/@er & &9 7 3177 8 F1IH §, S 66H F HATcA o
SIS 81

Its contemporary significance is multifaceted: a model of non-violent resistance, a site of
contested memory, a narrative in Russia-West tensions, and ultimately, a tribute to Gandhi
and India.

SHRT THHTCNT TTHRT TE3TATH & I 3eaen aferrer &1 #fser, [aanfed Tfa 1 ¥, 8-
AfREH TeATdl  Teh HEcaqUT 3T X 37cfcl: ML TAUT HRA & ITeY Teh Aeioiiol 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Questions and Answers to the pr_évious day’s daily quiz: 1. Malaysians
celebrate ‘Hari Merdeka’ on August,31 to commemorate the independence of the
Federation of Malaya from British rule. On what date do they celebrate Malaysia
Day, which marks the formation of Malaysia? Ans: September 16

2. What is the monarch, who is elected from nine hereditary Malay Rulers for a
five-year term, called, and who is the present ruler? Ans: Yang di-Pertuan Agong
and Sultan Ibrahim

01S9. Quiz

1. Malaysia Day — 16 September

Malaysia Day, or Hari Malaysia, is celebrated annually on 16 September.

It commemorates the formation of Malaysia on 16 September 1963 through the union of the
Federation of Malaya, North Borneo (Sabah), Sarawak and Singapore.

Singapore separated from Malaysia on 9 August 1965.

Malaysia Day must not be confused with Hari Merdeka, observed on 31 August, which
commemorates the Federation of Malaya’s independence from British rule in 1957.
Malaysia Day became a nationwide public holiday in 2010 and highlights the constitutional
importance of Sabah and Sarawak within the federation.

2. Yang di-Pertuan Agong — Sultan Ibrahim

Malaysia’s federal monarch is officially called the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, meaning the
“Supreme Head of the Federation.”

The monarch is elected for a five-year term by the Conference of Rulers from among the
hereditary rulers of nine Malay States.

The current monarch is Sultan Ibrahim ibni Almarhum Sultan Iskandar of Johor.

He took the oath as the 17th Yang di-Pertuan Agong on 31 January 2024 and was formally
installed on 20 July 2024.

Malaysia is therefore a constitutional, federal and elective monarchy, rather than a
monarchy in which the federal throne automatically passes from parent to child.

3. Tuanku Abdul Rahman on Malaysian Banknotes

Malaysian ringgit banknotes feature the portrait of Tuanku Abdul Rahman ibni Tuanku
Muhammad, the ruler of Negeri Sembilan.

He became the first Yang di-Pertuan Agong when independent Malaya established its
elective federal monarchy in 1957.

His portrait appears on the obverse of Malaysia’s principal circulating banknote
denominations.

It is accompanied by the national flower, the hibiscus or Bunga Raya, and traditional
songket patterns in the current series.

He should not be confused with Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj, Malaysia’s first Prime
Minister and a central leader of the independence movement. Their similar names represent
two different historical personalities.
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01S9

SC Collegium picks new Chief Justice for Rajasthan High Court
AT FARATrT I TATH 7 TSTEYT 3T AT F AT 70 FEq saramefier 1 a7 fFam

01S9

V-Dem’s democracy index rates India at its lowest since 1975
V-Dem & Sha T TaHIH TR P 1975 F q1¢ & FaW o1 TR W I@arg

SC Collegium picks
new Chief Justice for
Rajasthan High Court

;!e 5]]1!11 !u.reau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Colle-
gium on Monday recom-
mended Chhattisgarh High
Court judge, Justice Sanjay
K. Agrawal, for appoint-
ment as the Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court.

The resolution by the
Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
came a weekend after let-
ters written by serving top
court judge, Justice San-
deep Mehta, complaining
of the conduct of Rajas-
than Acting Chief Justice
S.P. Sharma, came to light
through reports in the me-
dia.

Justice Mehta, in a series
of three letters in August,
had accused Justice Shar-
ma of “favouritism” and
misconduct.

Justice Sharma had
been the Acting Chief Jus-
tice for the past 10 months.

Chief Justice Kant, in a

L)

press statement, had said
the Collegium would con-
sider Justice Mehta’s allega-
tions through an institu-
tional mechanism. The
Collegium has also recom-
mended new Chief Justices
to two other High Courts of
Madhya Pradesh and Jam-
mu and Kashmir and La-
dakh

The Collegium has, in a
separate resolution, re-
commended the imme-
diate transfer of Justice
Agrawal to the Rajasthan
High Court, pending his
appointment as its Chief
Justice.

01S9. SC Collegium picks new Chief Justice for
Rajasthan High Court

Halea AT SIATSTIH o AT 3T AT
%ﬁvwgwmmﬁarmwm

e The Supreme Court Collegium on Monday
recommended Chhattisgarh High Court judge, Justice Sanjay
K. Agrawal, for appointment as the Chief Justice of Rajasthan
High Court.

Tafod AT HIAToIIH & AIHIR Sl SAIGIG 3T ~AR—TTT
%Wﬁ?rﬂmﬁﬁfrm F. AAT Pl ASTEATT 3T +ATATA

a?ﬂwmmzﬂﬁra?wﬁﬁgwwﬁaﬁrmrﬁﬁraﬁrl

e The resolution by the Collegium headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant came a weekend after letters
written by serving top court judge, Justice Sandeep Mehta,
complaining of the conduct of Rajasthan Acting Chief Justice
S.P. Sharma, came to light through reports in the media.

HRC o HE =TT FAHIA hT IJCFETAT ATl HIATTIH HT Tg
JEATT 38 FedTgid o d16 3713, SId Jated ~1Ted & aaileT
ST AT fet HET AEAT CaRT ASTEAT o Hrdlgesh HET
=ATTefer T, AT & ITeROT S Her 3 RIhrard i gu forw
T 9T FAfZAT F 1S GeRT & ATCIH I AHA 30|

e Justice Mehta, in a series of three letters in August,
had accused Justice Sharma of “favouritism” and
misconduct.

IS AEAT o 31T 7 T ofiet o3t Y Tk A&l 3 #ar#fd AT o) “qarare” 3R FarEr
3T 3TRIY SfeTTT T

e Justice Sharma had been the Acting Chief Justice for the past 10 months.
e T oo 10 A § FriaTesd HET ~arreier I

e Chief Justice Kant, in a press statement, had said the Collegium would consider Justice
Mehta’s allegations through an institutional mechanism.

HET TN i o Teh I defeied & HeT AT & Do loras =arefd Agdr & AR |
HEATTT a7 & ATeTH ¥ IR 39|

e The Collegium has also recommended new Chief Justices to two other High Courts of
Madhya Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh.

HIATSTTH o ACT Y& TAT TFH-FAR HR AGETE & & 317 32 w1 arerdi & fow off 7w Ae
=TTt T fAwRer T 8|

e The Collegium has, in a separate resolution, recommended the immediate transfer of
Justice Agrawal to the Rajasthan High Court, pending his appointment as its Chief Justice.
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el

E) . . . .
V-dem’s democtr acy inaex rates India at its lowest since 197
The UN CERD’s concerns about the exclusion of a large number of voters is in line with the V-Dem Institute’s data on India's democratic backslide
| DATA POINT |
Sambavi Parthasarathy New de pth S
Gauri Singavarapu
The data for the charts were sourced from the Varieties of Democracy
ast week, the UN Commit- (v-Dem) Institute, University of Gathenburg, Sweden.
tee on the Elimination of Gauri Singavarapu is interning with The Hindu's Data team
Racial Discrimination
(CERD), said it was “gravely con- CHART 1: V-Dem’s democracy index score for India is at its lowest since
cerned” about “reports of large- 1975. It was 0.39 in 1975, slightly higher than the 0.38 recorded in 2025
scale violations perpetrated by law -
0.8 .
enforcement officials” in its first ::l::x”. 2 Compti thjudici
review of India since 2007. The e ompliance with judiciary
committees’ observations includ- ¢ _| ! |
N & ary-related 1
ed concerns over the exclusion of indicators ‘ ‘_-\O
large number of voters, Muslims in suchas
particular, as part of the Special In- 4 india ranks 106th among 179 countries compliance ¢ ‘ \‘0
tensive Revision of electoral rolls. C on the electoral democracy index. With a > with court Corruption influencing judicial decision
UN CERD’s criticism seems to score of 0.9, Denmark is at the top in 2025 e orders by
be in line with some of the obser- 5 | _ - executives, .1
vations in the latest democracy re- e judicial
port by the University of Gothen- corruption Judicial accountability O
burg-based Varieties of 0 and ac- 2t T T T T T T T T T d
Democracy (V-Dem) Institute, 875 | 1088 1985 2005 | 2015 2025 countability 1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025
which uses a multidi ional ap-
proach to “conceptualising and CHART 2: India’s scores across election-related indicators involvin;
i » " g the . Freedom of academic and cultural expression
me:.asurlng democracy. _It no[eld functioning of Election Management Body (EMB) and conduct of elections c"'f“?.[s' i
India as one of the countries that is India’s 2
“autocratising” slowly withasyste- EMB autonomy scores \ A J7, Mediabias
matic dismantling of democratic . i across \
institutions. This is reflected in the Free and fair elections indi L
institute’s electoral democracy in- 2 related R
dex released in March. While In- to media ol Government censorship
dia’s performance has gradually and free-
declined since 2009, the latest in-  * dom of :,“j'::f:::;
dex score is India’s lowest since expres- a
1975, when the country was under 0 Other vting Intimidation by election ;';"‘;a;em
in" C tin government (harassment -
Emergency rule (Chart 1). India’s irregularities  of other parties) Institute’s
scores across parameters such as 4 i . report 2 T T T T T T T 1
Judicial accountability and corrup- 75 1ses | 1088 2005 05 | 2005 1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 025
tion, autonomy of the Election
Man_aglemerllt Budy (EMB), HE]‘} m} CHART 3: India’s scores across indicators on religion, private property, i Freedom of academic and cultural expression
partial administration by public of- ¢ ctice, and public administration, as per V-Dem Institute’s report CHART €:
ficials are at their lowest in 50 Freedom of religion Select pa- 1
years. (Charts 2, 3, 4). 1 rameters
The decline in autonomy of in- assessing
stitutions, as per the report, seems | India’s
to have accompanied deteriora- Access tojustice Private property rights academic
tions in freedom of academic and 0 freedom Freedom of Freedom to
cultural expression and harass- and insti- academic exchange  research and teach
ment of journalists (Chart 5). Aca- tutional and dissemination
demic freedom measured through autonomy,
indicators such as freedom of aca- ! as per
" . Rigorous and impartial public administration V-Dem
demic expression, freedom to re- Institute’s
search and teach, and institutional 0O
autonomy have also declined . T g ! ' ! ! ! ' Y report ‘ ! ! ' ! ! ! ! ! ! !
1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025 1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025
(Chart 6).

01S9. V-Dem’s democracy index rates India at its lowest since 1975
V-Dem &1 SddT Ha&id HRA FI 1975 F 918 & TGN e T W @

o Last week, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), said it was
“gravely concerned” about “reports of large-scale violations perpetrated by law enforcement
officials” in its first review of India since 2007.

oo Gy, AFET AT F 3eHele I TIFd T AATT (CERD) & 2007 & a1 IR T
379 Tgell FHIETT & “lelel Tdciel JTTUHRTNAT SaRT fhT 1T 98 YA I Ieeierst i Rutel” o1
“IrHR R cgaa #I|

o The committee’s observations included concerns over the exclusion of large number of
voters, Muslims in particular, as part of the Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls.

qiAfe r fecaforat & faraaes ammafaral & faehy e gediaror (Special Intensive Revision)
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o

UN CERD'’s criticism seems to be in line with some of the observations in the latest
democracy report by the University of Gothenburg-based Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem)
Institute, which uses a multidimensional approach to “conceptualising and measuring
democracy.”

TYeFT ASE CERD T JHTelrerelT et faeafdearerd FEUe Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem)
Institute 3T FATTH Slehcra RUIE F T 97 Fos TR & 1T&T Tl gt &, S “Sepeia $Y
3raemon fauiRa FT AR 37 AR & fC a3 gieehior =TT &

It noted India as one of the countries that is “autocratising” slowly with a systematic
dismantling of democratic institutions.

3T HR I 31 o2f 7 enfAer fhar & S dishdite GEUi3it & caafeyd fges & ary fR-4R
“TRgaa 1 A 9F @

This is reflected in the institute’s electoral democracy index released in March.

I A H S AT & fovataeh dds gasia J IRelard giar 8|

While India’s performance has gradually declined since 2009, the latest index score is India’s
lowest since 1975, when the country was under Emergency rule (Chart 1).

eI 2009 & &1 & R & Teiel & - FRIae TS §, FAdeTTH Ferehieh ThiX R Sl
1975 & 91E T AIH AT TAX &, T S STATARIS o AT o 31eT 2T (T1E 1) |

India’s scores across parameters such as judicial accountability and corruption,
autonomy of the Election Management Body (EMB), and impartial administration by
public officials are at their lowest in 50 years. (Charts 2, 3, 4).

1AF Faree! 3K srseraR, e gate Ry (EMB) Y TarRdT 9471 a3l
EaRT et werrde S ATl T ARG & R 50 a81 7 39 Fad fass Far &1 (T 2, 3,
4)|

The decline in autonomy of institutions, as per the report, seems to have accompanied
deteriorations in freedom of academic and cultural expression and harassment of
journalists (Chart 5).

RAIE & 31THR, FEATHT Y FaRIar 7 FRrae & Ay sreeife 3R drepias sfdeated H
Eﬁﬂﬁmﬂamma;msaﬁagﬁraﬁgé%(aésn

Academic freedom measured through indicators such as freedom of academic expression,
freedom to research and teach, and institutional autonomy have also declined (Chart 6).

Irp1afRe HfReafFa A Tacdd, FTaeTe 3R AT A TTATAT TUT HEYTI FAIAT S
Hehclehl o HTETH I AU ST dTell JTehleiaeh a1 & 8ff FRIae IS & (e 6) |
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‘Hydrocarbon
exploration
scheme to
benefit Adani’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Alleging that the Centre’s
3¥84,084-crore  Samudra
Manthan scheme for off-
shore hydrocarbon explo-
ration was designed to be-
nefit the Adani Group, the
Congress on Monday de-
manded that it either be
scrapped or that its entire
outlay be diverted to the
public sector 0il and Natu-
ral Gas Corporation
(ONGCO).

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Congress
spokesperson Shaktisinh
Gohil said the Union Cabi-
net approved the scheme
last month for its first
phase, and claimed that it
had created a framework
under which companies
undertaking offshore ex-
ploration, including Adani-
owned Well Spun Explora-
tion Ltd. (AWEL), would re-
ceive substantial financial
support from the
government.

Mr. Gohil asked why
ONGC, which had decades
of experience in hydrocar-
bon exploration, was not
being given the primary
role in the national
mission.

There was no response
from the government or
the Adani Group to the
Congress’s allegations.
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01S9. ‘Hydrocarbon exploration scheme to benefit Adani’

‘BISSIHTE AT JIoTelT H STeAT T ATH g

e Alleging that the Centre’s ¥84,084-crore Samudra Manthan scheme for
offshore hydrocarbon exploration was designed to benefit the Adani Group, the
Congress on Monday demanded that it either be scrapped or that its entire outlay
be diverted to the public sector Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC).

FIF o WHIR T TR AT o YT gISNPTaeT HeaWoT & T dig 1
%84,084 FZ Y FAZ HYT AT 3TSTAT THE T AT Tgaled & 3G0RT § AN Y
1S & 3R HAfer 1 o A1 A 58 FAICT AT ST 372aT $HHAT T TSI 3T
IR &1 T A Ta grpfas A7 A (ONGC) 1 g&aiaRd famar S|

e Addressing a press conference here, Congress spokesperson Shaktisinh
Gohil said the Union Cabinet approved the scheme last month for its first phase,
and claimed that it had created a framework under which companies undertaking
offshore exploration, including Adani-owned Well Spun Exploration Ltd. (AWEL),
would receive substantial financial support from the government.

@I Ueh HATEETdT TFEHTT ! T fad $id §Udnidw TgeFT efFda g MEer = a1 5
ST ATIHAS o TSl A ATl o Tgel TROT I HoY & AT 3R grar fohar fon
TSI=T3T 3731AT & TaTfAcd artell Well Spun Exploration Ltd. (AWEL) 8T enf&er &, &1
WHR F gATed faea wgrar urea gt

e Mr. Gohil asked why ONGC, which had decades of experience in
hydrocarbon exploration, was not being given the primary role in the national
mission.

A et ¥ Farer T o6 gTgpIder Jr=awor # gerl 7 T3 7@ aTelt ONGC F
TS TRt 3 v eff et i ofg1 & ST T B

e There was no response from the government or the Adani Group to the
Congress’s allegations.

HIIH & RIGT I TSR AT ST Tg $1 3R & F5 wfafmar g s
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India rejects Hague court’s Indus Waters Treaty ruling, says it has no
jurisdiction

R o 97 AT & ¥y o wfer el ey 1 @is @, w1 & 38 F18 sftwr-
& gTeT AT §
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Hague court’s

Indus Waters Treaty ruling,
says it has no jurisdiction

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Hours after the Permanent
Court of Arbitration at The
Hague said the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty remains “fully
in force” and called on In-
dia to “observe its obliga-
tions”, the External Affairs
Ministry rejected this, say-
ing that the “very esta-
blishment of this alleged
arbitral body” was a “grave
violation” of the treaty.

“This so-called Court
was constituted by the
World Bank in patent
breach of the terms of the
Treaty, and India categori-
cally rejects its so-called
award,” the Ministry said
on Monday.

It went on to say that In-
dia had “never recognised
the existence in law of this
illegally-constituted and
so-called Court of Arbitra-
tion, and has consistently
maintained that the very
establishment of this al-
leged arbitral body consti-
tutes a grave violation of
the Indus Waters Treaty”.

“Accordingly, India has
never appeared before this
body and has refused to
take any cognisance of its
earlier pronouncements,”
the Ministry said.

India had placed the In-

India had placed the treaty
in abeyance following the
Pahalgam terror attack.

dus Waters Treaty “in
abeyance” following the
Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22, 2025, and the Mi-
nistry, in its response on
Monday, reiterated its posi-
tion. “India’s decision to
hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in abeyance re-
mains in force,” it said.

The Ministry also said
that “this so-called Court
of Arbitration has no juris-
diction whatsoever to pro-
nounce on India’s sove-
reign decisions”.

It added that the court’s
pronouncements, “now or
in the future, will have no
effect on India’s actions in
connection with the pro-
jects being undertaken by
India”.

Earlier, the arbitration
body, considering Pakis-

tan’s plea, examined the
reasons under which India
placed the treaty “in
abeyance” and said that
“none of these grounds
could justify suspension or
termination of the Treaty”.

Issuing an “award” on
the ‘Status of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty and Order on
Interim Measures concern-
ing the Ratle Hydro-Elec-
tric Plant (RHEP)’, the Per-
manent Court of
Arbitration said, “Accord-
ingly, the Indus Waters
Treaty remains fully in
force, and India must ob-
serve its obligations under
the Treaty, including those
relating to the design and
operation of its hydro-elec-
tric projects on the West-
ern Rivers.”

It had also considered
Pakistan’s plea on impos-
ing measures on India re-
garding the RHEP, saying,
“In a unanimous decision,
the Court decided to im-
pose measures prohibiting
India from concreting the
RHEP dam wall and power
intake structure above cer-
tain levels until 90 days af-
ter the Neutral Expert’s fi-
nal decision, which is
expected in July 2027

The Court of Arbitration
is chaired by Prof. Sean D.
Murphy of the U.S.

01S9. Indiarejects Hague
court’s Indus Waters Treaty
ruling, says it has no
jurisdiction

R & 39T + AT & Y
St Wity gaeft e & @ier
g, w81 fF 39 FS FAFR-
&7 9TCd 8l &

e Hours after the Permanent
Court of Arbitration at The Hague
said the Indus Waters Treaty
remains “fully in force” and called
on India to “observe its obligations”,
the External Affairs Ministry rejected
this, saying that the “very
establishment of this alleged arbitral
body” was a “grave violation” of the
treaty.

29T oud Ty Freqryar ~ ey
qamagargalﬁa?smﬁr gef J1e, foh
2 3 9Ra @ “319= eR_Rcal &1 arele”
T DT ATEaTeT fonar ara, fager
FATET & $H WINST X §U e foh
‘T AT ACIEIT AR &l
TATYAT & T 7 “IrefiT Ieara=r” Y|
e “This so-called Court was
constituted by the World Bank in
patent breach of the terms of the
Treaty, and India categorically

rejects its so-called award,” the
Ministry said on Monday.

FHATST & QAR &I &gl, ‘59
JUTH AT AT FT To<T faed dF

gan wftr iy erat & Tse searaer 7 A arm A7 3N AR S8 JATHRAT hder H TS T H
GRS Far §1”

e It went on to say that India had “never recognised the existence in law of this illegally-
constituted and so-called Court of Arbitration, and has consistently maintained that the very
establishment of this alleged arbitral body constitutes a grave violation of the Indus Waters

Treaty”.

FATET & 37T gl o TR o “SH AT T F NTST TUTHAT ACATAAT 7T F Flefett
3fedea ! w3 Agar 78 & ¥ 3R AR I8 @ F70 @ § R 29 g Feaeydar e
hT AT €1 TRy ST |y o1 9789 SoeiE g1

e “Accordingly, India has never appeared before this body and has refused to take any
cognisance of its earlier pronouncements,” the Ministry said.

FATE o FgT, “TGTHR, mwmraa:waasaﬂmaaﬁgm%aﬂ?mm%m
8 foTT &7 FATT A W SARR AT T &7
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India had placed the Indus Waters Treaty “in abeyance” following the Pahalgam terror
attack on April 22, 2025, and the Ministry, in its response on Monday, reiterated its position.

Wﬁzzaﬂazoz5$mmﬂmﬁm$mﬁgaﬁmaﬁ“W'wmmm
HATOT o AIHAR ol 391 Sicfehar & 38 [Eufa & agrn|

“India’s decision to hold the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance remains in force,” it said.

381 T, “THY Sfel A Y TN Tt 7 HRe 1 Aoty gaimelt s gam &1

The Ministry also said that “this so-called Court of Arbitration has no jurisdiction whatsoever to
pronounce on India’s sovereign decisions”.

HATCIT =1 Ig 3T e T ‘58 TUTRTAT HEIEYT ~ATTerT I R o T forott v e
T T FE HAFR-817 T8 &1

It added that the court’s pronouncements, “now or in the future, will have no effect on India’s
actions in connection with the projects being undertaken by India”.

31 gl foh ~ITATer hl BIYOTI3T T “37 I AT H, IR SaRT Falfold i YaT IRATSAATIT
& TEY H R T FAISAT I IS THTT ¢ I3917|”

Earlier, the arbitration body, considering Pakistan’s plea, examined the reasons under which
India placed the treaty “in abeyance” and said that “none of these grounds could justify
suspension or termination of the Treaty”.

mm,mwﬁmﬁmﬁmwﬁwmymwaﬁaﬁﬁm
YR R AR o G T forar ar 31 g1 1 “So7e7 O IS oft 3w a4 & Aeiasr ar
AT & 3T w1gt 387 THaTl”

Issuing an “award” on the ‘Status of the Indus Waters Treaty and Order on Interim
Measures concerning the Ratle Hydro-Electric Plant (RHEP)’, the Permanent Court of
Arbitration said, “Accordingly, the Indus Waters Treaty remains fully in force, and India must
observe its obligations under the Treaty, including those relating to the design and operation
of its hydro-electric projects on the Western Rivers.”

Ry Srer wifer o Rufy 3k @@ Srafdega @ (RHEP) & wafara siafer suri w ameer

TF ‘e STRY I U TR ACTEAT SIRATer = el TGN, e Stor wfer ¥ g gemrd
aﬁ%%mwﬁﬁ%mmmwwmm foraeT ufResh afeat awx
mwmm*mmm@mammm%v

It had also considered Pakistan’s plea on imposing measures on India regarding the RHEP,
saying, “In a unanimous decision, the Court decided to impose measures prohibiting India
from concreting the RHEP dam wall and power intake structure above certain levels until
90 days after the Neutral Expert’s final decision, which is expected in July 2027.”

S RHEP & HI & $Rd IR YT oll3] &l T UTiehecTet el arferenr ov off faei femam 3R ape,
‘TR fAoiT # FArIrery 7 3R T RHEP &ier 1 §1aR AR el STof-Saer Seer i
e Tl & IR ST Fte § Wehet dTel 3T A1) Fet &7 A0 FordT, St deed faeiost &
3ifcre 40T o 90 f& aTe; ok YeTelY T&9Y; Aewy farieaT o 3ifcrat foTar Sfem$ 2027 # 31 &y

3FAE 81
The Court of Arbitration is chaired by Prof. Sean D. Murphy of the U.S.
HEIEYAT # IR ST TETATAT TARNET F WHaT Hiet 31 AGf HId 81
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CM Vijay announces new supercritical thermal power station in Thoothukudi

AEFHA! Ao A TR & v guiihfesds ara fegd @@= $ aiyom Hir

01S9

ONGC to infuse ¥1 lakh crore for deepwater exploration: Chairman

e TG A Heawor & fAw 1 ar@ FU3 F1 fAder 0t ONGC: Fawda

01S9

Govt. notifies ¥1.3 lakh-crore semicon scheme’s phase two

THR A T1.3 dF FU3 h FAIHsF I F gay @101 F Ffegfaa fFa

01S9

NIIF raises ¥19,000 crore for second infra fund

NIIF & g@ 38Tl H1Y F fAT 219,000 FN3 eIw

01S9

Subhash Chandra case: why are creditors set to recover only ¥6.5 cr. against
22,006 cr. claims?

HTY T ATHAT: 22,006 FU3 F 1Al & HH HOGIAT HT Haol 6.5 FUS HT Tl
F4Y 8o arell 87

01S9. CM Vijay announces new supercritical thermal power station in Thoothukudi

CM Vijay announces new supercritical

thermal power station in Thoothukudi

pacity of the Thoothukudi

CHENNAI

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vi-
jay on Monday announced
a Tamil Nadu Transmission
Improvement Scheme at a
cost of ¥33,066 crore to
strengthen power trans-
mission to major consump-
tion centres.

He also said a new su-
percritical thermal power
station would be esta-
blished in Thoothukudi at
a cost 0f ¥20,800 crore, be-
sides announcing a 1,762-
crore project to improve
power distribution in
Chennai.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Assembly, he
said that under the Trans-
mission Improvement

Thermal boost: The capacity of the Thoothukudi Thermal Power

i

Station will be increased. It will have a total installed capacity of
1,600 MW as against the present 1,050 MW. FILE PHOTO

Scheme, 196 new sub-sta-
tions and transmission
lines covering 15,000 km
would be created. The ex-
isting transmission lines
would be strengthened.

Contending that no ef-
forts had been made in the
last five years to attract in-
vestments in thermal and
hydel power stations, the
Chief Minister said the ca-

Thermal Power Station
would be increased. The
station has five thermal
power units, each with a
capacity of 210 MW, with
the total installed capacity
to 1,050 MW.

Mr. Vijay said the 210-
MW units would be re-
placed on the public-priv-
ate partnership model
with two units of 800 MW
each , raising the total ca-
pacity to 1,600 MW.

He said Chennai’s pow-
er distribution infrastruc-
ture would be improved at
a cost of %1,762 crore, as
power supply was disrupt-
ed during the monsoon
and there was a substantial
increase in demand during
summer.

FegHAN e & qleRa # av grfsfeewa av Rega @ i aiyom

e Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay on Monday announced a Tamil Nadu Transmission

Improvement Scheme at a cost of 33,066 crore to strengthen power transmission to major
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consumption centres.

FEgHA . A ST = FHATR HT TH7W 3T el deh faeged TRYT Sl Gag el o fow
33,066 FR15 T ST ATell dATATATS TRYOT FUR AVSTAT T SO |

He also said a new supercritical thermal power station would be established in
Thoothukudi at a cost of 20,800 crore, besides announcing a %1,762 crore project to
improve power distribution in Chennai.

3giel Ig 1 e foh 220,800 FRUT T ST § TRl H Teh w721 GuRfsh el a1q fgga w4+
Fmﬁaﬁmamm,m?rﬁméﬁﬁagaﬁmﬁgwasﬁvﬂjezmﬁqﬁtﬁmﬁ
aryorr $i|

Making a suo motu statement in the Assembly, he said that under the Transmission
Improvement Scheme, 196 new sub-stations and transmission lines covering 15,000 km
would be created.

fAUTSTHST 7 Fael: FTIeT oIl §T TS &l §U Iogied el fob TRYOT FUN ATl & gt 196 AT
39-%g 31X 15,000 frat sieft aRwor TS FATS SIS

The existing transmission lines would be strengthened.

HiS[eT IRwoT gl F g fonar Sirea|

Contending that no efforts had been made in the last five years to attract investments in

thermal and hydel power stations, the Chief Minister said the capacity of the Thoothukudi
Thermal Power Station would be increased.

7 g gU o rsser aia asf & a9 faegd AR srafdegd @4 & fder i w3 & fow
FIS TATH A1 FhT T, HEHN A e T IRt aTT Fagga I+ Y &1 dors Seaf|

The station has five thermal power units, each with a capacity of 210 MW, with the total
installed capacity to 1,050 MW.

S8 TI H 210 AIETE 47T aTelt Ui aTT FASId SHISAI 6, (SleTehl el T &THT 1,050
AMETE B

Mr. Vijay said the 210 MW units would be replaced on the public-private partnership
model with two units of 800 MW each, raising the total capacity to 1,600 MW.

#t fas/ T o gl fh 210 AETE Y sH1SAT FT G Toh-fors HRNEHY ATST & dgd 800 AIETE
&THAT aTelt &Y Fhgal & T fonarm SiTwaT, fSraw Fref &THCT et 1,600 AMETE g1 SITwef|

He said Chennai’s power distribution infrastructure would be improved at a cost of ¥1,762
crore, as power supply was disrupted during the monsoon and there was a substantial
increase in demand during summer.

3giel gl o Aeots o e Favor srgaves & 1,762 FU3 T o1 & GUR 3 s,
e H1TE & aNIeT faeg 3mafcl snferd g off 3R 1ot & #rer & gaied gefergs o)
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ONGC to infuse X1 lakh
crore for deepwater
exploration: Chairman

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

0il and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration (ONGC) has plans to
infuse 1 lakh crore for
deepwater and ultradeep
water exploration by 2030,
Chairman and CEO Arun
Kumar Singh told repor-
ters on Monday.

The company plans to
drill 87 deepwater and ul-
tra-deepwater wells during
the period, he added.

Separately, Rajarshi
Gupta, Managing Director
of the explorer’s foreign
operations arm, ONGC Vi-
desh, told reporters that
the Delhi-headquartered
explorer was in talks with
Venezuelan authorities for
acquiring operatorship of
their assets in the South
American country and ex-
pecting a development to
pan out in the next three
months.

Elaborating on the
deepwater and ultra-deep-
water drilling ecosystem,

Arun Kumar Singh

Mr. Singh said there was
“better technology” at the
firm’s disposal and the ov-
erall initiative was fuelled
by the government’s push.

ONGC Videsh holds 40%
interest in the San Cristo-
bal oil project, while the re-
maining is with Venezue-
la’s Petroleos de Venezuela
S.A. (PDVSA). It holds
another 11% stake in the Ca-
rabobo project.

“The target is to be the
designated operator,” Mr.
Gupta said, adding “What
we are negotiating is the
fiscal terms, the operating
terms and the subsurface
conditions for evacuation.”

01S9. ONGC to infuse %1 lakh crore for
deepwater exploration: Chairman

e WA A Ieavor & faw 1 o w03 F
fader #3ft ONGC: FaTdaT

e Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has
plans to infuse ¥1 lakh crore for deepwater and ultra-
deepwater exploration by 2030, Chairman and CEO
Arun Kumar Singh told reporters on Monday.

o 3Tl U3 ATRel I HRURUA (ONGC)
TIHA T FET HIIHRY AR 3901 FAR g o
AIFAAR BT FATGETATIIT Sl SATAT foh Shu=iT o 2030 T Mg
3t arfer-aret waeY &t 3 redwor & faw 21 A FA3 A=
A HTer T ANeTelT TS B

e The company plans to drill 87 deepwater and
ultra-deepwater wells during the period, he added.

o 3oglel gl o YT 37 3 F a1 MY 3R
Frfer-areX wegel &1 & 87 F3T Y GeTs e HT Dot
AT B

e Separately, Rajarshi Gupta, Managing Director
of the explorer’s foreign operations arm, ONGC Videsh,
told reporters that the Delhi-headquartered explorer
was in talks with Venezuelan authorities for acquiring
operatorship of their assets in the South American
country and expecting a development to pan out in the
next three months.

o 3TOT W, (=AY huaT T el aR=mersT emar
ONGC faaer & yatr forcereh Tif¥ arear = Hareereaii 1
ST 3 feel HEATerT aTell Tg hu=il & laror AR 221
# Pyd 39eir aRTgfat &1 af=res fOsR grea Fa
F v deigeen & R & AT @ TR

39Tl fleT FEIAT 3 38 FIET 7 IS FaTfd glet hr 3mmem g

e Elaborating on the deepwater and ultra-deepwater drilling ecosystem, Mr. Singh said there
was “better technology” at the firm’s disposal and the overall initiative was fuelled by the
government’s push.

o TR IR HIA-ITEX T &1 A Gers & AT MRIFAD o o R F faTar & 91 g s
&g ¥ &gr for Shual & urg “dga¥ TIgAA 3uest § 3R 36 AT Ugd I WEFR F NedTgT
a7t A &

e ONGC Videsh holds 40% interest in the San Cristobal oil project, while the remaining is
with Venezuela’s Petroleos de Venezuela S.A. (PDVSA).

o A7 BRI de aRAISET F ONGC fader i 40% Redert €, Stafeh A R dieRy dersiwer v
YA St AT TH.T. (PDVSA) & U §

e |t holds another 11% stake in the Carabobo project.

o HYA F FRIEE IRATATH 3t 119 RFAE T

o “The target is to be the designated operator,” Mr. Gupta said, adding, “What we are
negotiating is the fiscal terms, the operating terms and the subsurface conditions for
evacuation.”
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T it & wafa spnffa oRfRufot waada s w §

Govt. notifies 1.3 lakh-crore
semicon scheme’s phase two

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy notified the second
phase of the India Semi-
conductor Mission (ISM
2.0), targeting a broad
range of sops for the elec-
tronics manufacturing sec-
tor. ISM 2.0 has an outlay
of ¥1.28 lakh crore, with all
‘pillars’ of categories being
fungible insofar as the
share of investments they
may get under the scheme.

“People should feel de-
pendent on India,” IT Mi-
nister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said at a press conference
following the notification.
“People should become
dependent on our country,
on our industry, on our
production, on our design.

Ashwini Vaishnan

That makes us really valua-
ble in the entire supply
chain. That should be our
goal as a country.”

Six pillars

ISM 2.0 has six pillars
where government incen-
tives will flow: design, with
a focus on chips in indus-
tries of strategic priority,
and those that are owned

by Indians or OCIs; ma-
chines and materials,
which will incentivise capi-
tal equipment manufactur-
ing and chemicals and gas-
es needed in electronics
manufacturing; setting up
more fabs, for which capi-
tal subsidies will be offered
up to 40% by the Centre;
packaging and testing facil-
ities, which will also re-
ceive capital subsidies; re-
search and development,
which will be subsidised
up to 75% of project cost;
and talent development,
which will enjoy the same
extent of support as R&D.
ISM 1.0 gave 50% capital
subsidy to chip projects,
but this was cut to 40% in
phase 2 on increased en-
thusiasm among global
players and additional sup-
port provided by States.

01S9. Govt. notifies ¥1.3 lakh-crore semicon scheme’s phase two

TIHR A ¥1.3 A FAF Y FhgheT AT & g@ =0T F g fFa

e The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology notified the second phase of the
India Semiconductor Mission (ISM 2.0), targeting a broad range of sops for the electronics
manufacturing sector.

o Fociaed AR gaar WA FaeT A solacifqed _AfawHor 8 & fav sams TR @
WICHTE YeTel el o 3602 & AR WHIHsF fAeT F g@ =0T (ISM 2.0) 1 g

TRl

e ISM 2.0 has an outlay of ¥1.28 lakh crore, with all ‘pillars’ of categories being fungible
insofar as the share of investments they may get under the scheme.

e ISM 2.0 ¥ forw #1.28 @ F3 FT 9T TR fohar a1 § 3R IeteT & 3ideia [ar &
Ao aTell fRTTeRY & dest & faffiesr AToat & Fafr ‘Taat & i 4=y T RER FAEASTH
TR ST TehaTT|
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“People should feel dependent on India,” IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said at a press
conference following the notification.

TG ST glet & ST 3TN Ueh HaTeeTall Foiell & ArESr #:lt 31t doora ¥ e,
“QIIT T HRT R THAIRAT HggH gleht =rfge”

“People should become dependent on our country, on our industry, on our production, on our
design.”

“QAITT T FHAR G2, FAR 3N, FAR 3cvTest iR AR f3arse W HeR gl anfge )’
“That makes us really valuable in the entire supply chain.”

“IE §H TYOT 3MYfT JWoT 7 aecd & Heddlo ST gl”

“That should be our goal as a country.”

“Teh G o ®T H @I §ART 18 glAT AT |”

Six pillars
OF TN

ISM 2.0 has six pillars where government incentives will flow: design, with a focus on chips
in industries of strategic priority, and those that are owned by Indians or OClIs; machines and
materials, which will incentivise capital equipment manufacturing and chemicals and gases
needed in electronics manufacturing; setting up more fabs, for which capital subsidies will be
offered up to 40% by the Centre; packaging and testing facilities, which will also receive
capital subsidies; research and development, which will be subsidised up to 75% of project
cost; and talent development, which will enjoy the same extent of support as R&D.

ISM 2.0 & &g TN &, [oieteh 319 TPRT YIchTgT UGl fohT SITuar: fEems, foras weifas
TITHEAT Tel 3GANINT H 3TN glel aTel AUT AR AT AR fagelht aAmrfet (OCI) & Farfica
aTel Rt oY Tt i T Siree, #xeliel 3R e, foraeh et qoftard 3ushol & fafaraor
T SelagI e fafaHATT & foIT 3aeges IAI=T Ud 3T T Ficaried fohar SITeaT,; s
thisrehereT HIHT shT T, Toiereh ToTT she; SaRT 40% d qeitera afewst & Smuaf; dehfsi 3k
T1&ToT AUTT, Totee 8 Gofre Hfewst ured gleft; e 3R fashm, forash foav aRsrar
AT & 75% ad afewst & Smeal; qur gfaer fase, ol steTeens vd faehra & Fare T’ &1
AL Yo g1

ISM 1.0 gave 50% capital subsidy to chip projects, but this was cut to 40% in phase 2 on
increased enthusiasm among global players and additional support provided by States.

ISM 1.0 % 3feetal farg afrsrenait Y 509 i afewst & a1$ o, fsher ARaeh shufaral v
mﬁwmmwmm@aﬁﬁwmﬂﬁmﬁgsﬁqmw#w
40% & fear aram|
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NIIF raises
19,000 crore
for second
infra fund

01S9. NIIF raises ¥19,000 crore for second infra fund
NIIF & GEY HTETTT HIY F fIT 219,000 F)3 JeTT

e National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Ltd (NIIF), India’s
sovereign-anchored alternative asset manager, said its NIIF Infrastructure
Fund Il raised 19,000 crore ($2 billion).

The Hindu Bureau o R & GYH-HATHT Jehfeodeh IRAUTT Tatieh AT graveie Us
SR s B RS (NIF) 3 SaRIT B 3EE NIIF SRR B3 11 3 €19,000

National Investment and N Y :
Infrastructure Fund Ltd S (2 3R 5IeN) Ecl cTe %l
The target is ¥30,000 crore ($3.2 billion).

(NIIF), India’s sovereign- .
anchored alternative asset o SEHY & AT 230,000 FT (3.2 3T 2o ST 1 A& LR
T T |

manager, said its NIIF In-

frastructure Fund II raised

219,000 crore (52 billion). o “The first close is anchored by the Gol and supported by a high-
quality investor base spanning sovereign wealth funds, pension funds,
insurance companies and leading Indian financial institutions,” NIIF said.

The target is 30,000 crore
($3.2 billion).
o NIIF & gl “T2 T0T T GBI I HRA FIHR HT TG THIA U1 §

“The first close is an-
chored by the Gol and sup-

ported by a high-quality in-
vestor base spanning
sovereign wealth funds,
pension funds, insurance
companies and leading In-
dian financial institutions,”
NIIF said. Also, NIIF ex-
pects to raise ¥9,000 crore
in co-investment capital.

3R & WWe] T Hral, YereT Fiat, A Fufaat aur sma F wow el

AT Afgel ITI-I[OTET dTel foTdreh TR T FEAT [Fem §1”

e Also, NIIF expects to raise ¥9,000 crore in co-investment capital.

o 3Th AR, NIIF HT Fe-fader geft & T & 29,000 F3 St S

3MRTE

Subhash Chandra case: why are creditors set to
recover only X6.5 cr. against 322,006 cr. claims?

EXPLAINER

ia

The story so far: The Na-
tional Company Law Tri-
bunal (NCLT) on August 25
approved a repayment
plan for Essel Group foun-
der Subhash Chandra un-
der the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016
(IBC). Under the plan,
%6.25 crore will be paid to
creditors and %25 lakh to-
wards the insolvency reso-
lution process costs.

This is against admitted
claims of ¥22,006.57 crore,
implying a recovery of
about 0.03%, or a haircut
of nearly 99.97%, which
means a drop in the value
of collateral assets, which
reduces the lender’s pro-
tection against losses.
Some creditors, including
HDFC Bank, have opposed
the plan and are consider-
ing an appeal.

What’s the case

The case before the NCLT
concerned Mr. Chandra’s
liability as a personal gua-
rantor and not against the
Essel Group as a corporate
entity. The proceedings
were initiated by Indiabulls
Housing Finance in con-
nection with a 170-crore
loan to Vivek Infracon Priv-
ate Limited, for which Mr.
Chandra had provided a
personal guarantee.

A personal guarantee is
a promise by an individual
to repay a borrower’s debt
if the borrower defaults.

In a press statement is-
sued on August 27, Mr.
Chandra’s office clarified
he had not borrowed any
money. “Chandra is only a
personal guarantor. The
total claim against him as a
personal guarantor in pro-
ceedings is only 3,992
crore by the objectors of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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Maniin focus: The resolution professional assessed Mr. Chandra's
disclosed personal assets at 31,79 crore ViaX/@SUBHASHCHANDRA.

the plan and not 322,000
crore,” the statement said.

Personal vs. corporate
A firm and the individual
who own or control it are
separate legal persons. In-
solvency  proceedings
against a company and its
personal guarantor are
separate proceedings, alth-
ough they may arise from
the same borrowing.

In a corporate insolven-
cy resolution process
(CIRP), the focus is on re-
solving the firm’s financial
distress, generally through
a resolution plan failing
which liquidation. In per-
sonal-guarantor insolven-
cy, the individual can pro-
pose a repayment plan.“In
a corporate insolvency, the
Code envisages the resolu-
tion of a firm’s debt by tak-
ing over its management
and finding a buyer or re-
vival plan, whereas in per-
sonal insolvency, the first
step is to allow the borrow-
er to propose a repayment
plan to be voted on by the
creditors. If approved by
the creditors and the
NCLT, the Code provides
the guarantor with a fresh
start by passinga discharge
order under section 119 of
the Code,” said Mr. Vasa.

The two proceedings
can run simultaneously.
Section 60 of the IBC pro-

vides for insolvency pro-
ceedings relating to a per-
sonal guarantor of a
corporate debtor to be
dealt with by the NCLT
where proceedings against
the corporate debtor are
pending.

“The legal rationale for
simultaneous proceedings
is based on the settled
principle of law found in
contract  jurisprudence
ie., the liability of a gua-
rantor is coextensive and
independent of the princi-
pal borrower’s liability,”
said Rohan S. Vasa, a Mum-
bai-based counsel practis-
ing insolvency and com-
mercial litigation.

Thus, Mr. Chandra’s
personal insolvency does
not itself settle the liabili-
ties of the Essellinked
firms that borrowed the
money. Creditors can con-
tinue to pursue the princi-
pal borrowers via own le-
gal or insolvency
proceedings.

‘Why only ¥6.5 crore?
The admitted claims in Mr.
Chandra’s personal insol-
vency proceedings total
322,006.57 crore. Against
this, the repayment plan
provides ¥6.25 crore to
creditors and ¥25 lakh to-
wards process costs.

The 99.97% haircut is
therefore a comparison

between the total admitted
claims and the amount
proposed for distribution
under Mr. Chandra’s per-
sonal repayment plan. It
does not mean that Mr.
Chandra personally bor-
rowed 322,006 crore.

“The ‘99.97% haircut’ is
a comparison against ad-
mitted claims, ¥22,006.57
crore, not against realisa-
ble assets that the guaran-
tor, Dr. Chandra in this
case, actually owns,” said
Mr. Vasa.

The resolution profes-
sional assessed Mr. Chan-
dra’s disclosed personal as-
sets at about ¥31.79 crore.
The NCLT considered if
creditors would be better
off under the repayment
plan than if Mr. Chandra
were pushed to bankrupt-
cy and approved the plan.

The case also raised
questions about Mr. Chan-
dra's  earlier reported
wealth. A 2017 net-worth
certificate  furnished to
RBL Bank put his net
worth at about 45,888
crore while a 2018 certifi-
cate put it at about 340,562
crore. His assets in the pre-
sent proceedings were as-
sessed at about 3L79
crore. Creditors sought a
forensic audit to examine
the discrepancy.

“A gap between an old
net-worth certificate and
today’s disclosed assets,
while being a rational
question to ask, isn’'t by it-
self proof of fraud, and it
doesn’t automatically trig-
ger a forensic audit. While
this may be alarming, sus-
picion is not proof, and at
present, the NCLT held the
creditors failed to show,
with actual evidence, that
specific assets were trans-
ferred, concealed or di-
verted to defraud credi-
tors” said Mr. Vasa.

The NCLT similarly held
the earlier certificates did
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Website : patrioticias.in

not, by themselves, esta-
blish that assets had been
concealed or diverted. Ital-
so held that a forensic au-
dit was not a mandatory
precondition for approving
the repayment plan.

The IBC provides for
collective decision-making
by creditors. A repayment
plan does not require un-
animous approval. In this
case, the plan received
80.814% of voting share,
over statutory threshold of
more than three-fourths.

The principle is that an
individual creditor cannot
veto a plan approved by
the required majority.
Once the NCLT sanctions
the plan, it becomes bind-
ing on the creditors co-
vered by it, including those
who voted : against it.

However, creditors can
challenge how the majori-
ty was obtained or wheth-
er the law was followed.

One major objection in
this case concerned five
entities that dissenting
creditors alleged were as-
sociates of Mr. Chandra
and therefore should not
have been allowed to vote.
The NCLT did not accept
the objection.

“Once a plan clears the
75% voting share require-
ment as provided by the
Code, no creditor gets a ve-
to. The plan binds eve-
ryone, including those
who voted against it. That’s
the whole point of majori-
ty rule in insolvency law,”
said Mr. Vasa. The original
NCLT Bench itself had dif-
fered over the plan, requir-
ing the matter to be decid-
ed by a third member. The
third judicial member, Ni-
lesh Sharma approved it.

If creditors appeal
Creditors can challenge the
NCLT order before the Na-
tional Company Law Ap-
pellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

‘An appeal would have to
raise a legal or procedural
challenge, such as whether
ineligible creditors were al-
lowed to vote, whether the
statutory majority was cor-
rectly  caleulated, or
whether the NCLT wrongly
applied the

A creditor cannot over-
turn the plan merely be-
cause it considers the Z6.5-
crore recovery too low.

“The strongest grounds
available to the dissenting
creditors are the objec-
tions with respect to the
votes that came from enti-
ties that are allegedly “asso-
ciates’ of Dr. Chandra and
that family control over
those entities should have
been enough to disqualify
their votes,” said Mr. Vasa.

If the appellate tribunal
finds that votes were
wrongly counted and that
the required majority was
consequently not
achieved, it could interfere
with the NCLT’s approval.

“Lastly, the most recent
newsletter published by
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptey Board of India (“IB-
BI”) confirms that since the
Personal Guarantor law
kicked in, out of the ap-
proximately 5,186 cases
filed by creditors, only 64
cases ended in a repay-
ment plan, and across
those cases, creditors have
recovered roughly 1% of
what they are owed. There-
fore, the Subhash Chandra
case is the norm, not the
exception,” said Mr. Vasa.

For now, however, the
NCLT-approved plan pro-
vides for ¥6.25 crore to be
distributed to creditors,
with ¥25 lakh towards pro-
cess costs. The plan con-
cerns Mr. Chandra’s perso-
nal insolvency and does
not, by itself, extinguish
the separate liabilities of
the companies that origi-
nally borrowed the money.
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01S9. Subhash Chandra case: why are creditors set to recover only ¥6.5 cr.
against ¥22,006 cr. claims?

AT °E ATHT: 22,006 FA3 F AT F FHIaer HUGTATIHT HI Fadl 6.5 FU3 AT
Tl FAT g1 arelt 82

The story so far:
3 dh Sl UCATshdA:

e The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) on August 25 approved a repayment plan for
Essel Group founder Subhash Chandra under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016 (IBC).

o TSET HUA R 3rfRAFIOT (NCLT) o 25 3Tt Y ferameim 3ikx eiverer aravovar w@fgar, 2016 (IBC)
& 3T TERS HE & HEUTT FAHTY TG 1 TS ANSTelT T HT & |

e Under the plan, ¥6.25 crore will be paid to creditors and ¥25 lakh towards the insolvency
resolution process costs.

o IS & eIl RUTETATT Y ¥6.25 NS T [Tl fhaT ST 3R T25 AT ferarel FaATee
gfsrar fr amerd & forw few svat

e This is against admitted claims of ¥22,006.57 crore, implying a recovery of about 0.03%, or a
haircut of nearly 99.97%, which means a drop in the value of collateral assets, which reduces
the lender’s protection against losses.

o I T22,006.57 FF & Tlehcl gral & FHHT &, TSHRT 3L 18T 0.03% Y Tl 37aT FIe
99.97% I Fekdh &, Toraenr dTcad FuTREs TR o Hed H FRrae A €, fSra@ Rorerdnsit

1 g1fT & farveer yTeet FeeT e g S 81
e Some creditors, including HDFC Bank, have opposed the plan and are considering an
appeal.
 HDFC d% afgd $& HUTRTA3it «f 38 Arsiar &1 faier foram 31K a 3rdfier atet oX faam e @
gl
What'’s the case
AFATFAT®

e The case before the NCLT concerned Mr. Chandra’s liability as a personal guarantor and
not against the Essel Group as a corporate entity.

o NCLT & G#eT Ig AT 4 g FT saiFderd IR & T A a1 T Fa 1A 2T, o7 [ Teh dRURT
SRS o T H TEHST HIg & fa%eH|
e The proceedings were initiated by Indiabulls Housing Finance in connection with a ¥170-

crore loan to Vivek Infracon Private Limited, for which Mr. Chandra had provided a personal
guarantee.

o IE AR AT 13T BrgAT ARy faden Sohrenie yrgde fafaes i few 71w 170 =g
& WOT & TIY 7 URFT Y 375 oY, [Tk v st =g oF s foraera TR &y ot

e A personal guarantee is a promise by an individual to repay a borrower’s debt if the
borrower defaults.

o SFAIA AR Forell AT SaRT T a1 g8 aTeT 8, FoTeh JiciaTd SRl & Ioh FA TR TE

STebcl SHeRT HOT FhTcll ¢ |

e In apress statement issued on August 27, Mr. Chandra’s o¢ ce clarie ed he had not borrowed
any money.

o 27 3 P SR Ueh U daFded 7 A T & FRITAT o TS fhaT fh 381 IS 8T IUR oTgt
foram am|
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e “Chandrais only a personal guarantor.

o “Tg Fhad U qTFdd AR & |

e The total claim against him as a personal guarantor in proceedings is only ¥3,992 crore by
the objectors of the plan and not ¥22,000 crore,” the statement said.

o Ty H gl IT, ‘ARl F ISTAT TR 3T et dTel YT GaRT cATFeaTd TR & §9 H
3eich favey el T Shaol T3,992 FUT FI &, o Toh 22,000 035 H11”

Personal vs. corporate

SAfFaITd 99TH FRURE

¢ A rm and the individuals who own or control it are separate legal persons.
o IS B 3R 3T TATACT 37T [RIT0T W@ aTell FTFT HeA-3eAr RfdF sAafFa g g

e Insolvency proceedings against a company and its personal guarantor are separate
proceedings, although they may arise from the same borrowing.

o T8 Fuel 3R 30 afFaera TR & faeey fearer wRiaTfedr rerr-3reer Hriaredl aid! &,
eI 3 Teh &1 U § oot g1 Fehcil o |

e |Inacorporate insolvency resolution process (CIRP), the focus is on resolving the 0 rm’s
« nancial distress, generally through a resolution plan failing which liquidation.

o FRUNT arelr AT IfFHAT (CIRP) H ® & AT Hehe o7 AT Hla I &A1 g fohar
ST g, S AT : TR GATHT Iiolalr & ATeTH W fhar Sirar & 3K 38a [Aha ga W

IREATIST AT AT g
¢ In personal-guarantor insolvency, the individual can propose a repayment plan.
o AT RET I Tl Ufshar & A cafeFa veh TaAsiarate Jerar Tccl Y Fehell ¢ |

e “In a corporate insolvency, the Code envisages the resolution of a [1 rm’s debt by taking over
its management and ¢ nding a buyer or revival plan, whereas in personal insolvency, the « rst
step is to allow the borrower to propose a repayment plan to be voted on by the creditors.

o “URC fearer Uishar & Giedr v &7 Taea 379+ 707 & ot 31 vt @dierR 3rerar
TABCHR ST T cTol1Rl iieh 3Heh FOT & FHTETT hT TReheTell Hlch S CIE R IEGER
feareT gfshar & ugelr shed SUReRdT Sl T TesiaTdlet Arsfell TEdd el 1 At &= &, fora

TR FOUTETT FATGTT T & |
o |f approved by the creditors and the NCLT, the Code provides the guarantor with a fresh
start by passing a discharge order under section 119 of the Code,” said Mr. Vasa.

o A 3T o T, A& FOTETAT3T IR NCLT garT 38 Fordr fier STl §, o \fgeT 3roei emr 119 &
AN SFAITT LA TTRT eh IRET T 7§ YT T A FeTeT hlchl &1”

e The two proceedings can run simultaneously.
o Tl HRIATRAT Tk WY T Tohcll & |
e Section 60 of the IBC provides for insolvency proceedings relating to a personal guarantor of

a corporate debtor to be dealt with by the NCLT where proceedings against the corporate
debtor are pending.

o IBC #IYRT 60 H UGt & o STgl FRURCT SAGR & [A%eY FIRIATET difd ¢, Tl 38 Tl
TN ¥ Heifra farem ®&IamEr ) NCLT garT faar frar smeen|

e “The legal rationale for simultaneous proceedings is based on the settled principle of law
found in contract jurisprudence i.e., the liability of a guarantor is coextensive and
independent of the principal borrower’s liability,” said Rohan S. Vasa, a Mumbai-based
counsel practising insolvency and commercial litigation.

o fearen 3R afOSTw Freat & &9 7 FRXA 7S & Jiftasrar Vg vH. arar 7 Fgl, ‘T A
FHRIATRAT Tellet &1 Ielelt HiTacd GiaeT =arreme 7 v fafts Rigyid @ smmia g,
37Tl TR T ST HET SURHAT 1 ST & 1Y Fg faeqa AR F@aa gl g1’
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e Thus, Mr. Chandra’s personal insolvency does not itself settle the liabilities of the Essel-
linked  rms that borrowed the money.

o FHYHR, AT Tg HT cTTFAT fearer Iishar Fadi 3o TEAeT @ 31 BAT T STt T AIeRT 760
FLdT, fegie ae1 38R forar |

e Creditors can continue to pursue the principal borrowers via own legal or insolvency
proceedings.

o HUTGIAT 37T SHlefelt 37IaT fEaTel HRIATEET & AT ¥ 7T SURFHATHT & vy HRars TRy

@ T |
Why only %6.5 crore?
Fao 6.5 FUS & FI?
e The admitted claims in Mr. Chandra’s personal insolvency proceedings total ¥22,006.57
crore.
o A7 dg i cafFdere fedrer SRiaTg! # Telighel aral T ol A €22,006.57 F3 &

e Against this, the repayment plan provides ¥6.25 crore to creditors and ¥25 lakh towards
process costs.

o 3HF HPIEC YIS ATSTeAT H RUTEIATHT & FIT 26,25 g 3R sk &l ofere & forw 225
AT T JTTeT &

e The 99.97% haircut is therefore a comparison between the total admitted claims and the
amount proposed for distribution under Mr. Chandra’s personal repayment plan.

o 3AfAT 99.97% it Fekdt Fror Tligpc aral R A g T SATFAIT FASITATA FroteT & e
faeRoT & fow geariae iRy & sfrer T Jore &1

e It does not mean that Mr. Chandra personally borrowed ¥22,006 crore.

o ZTH AT TG AET & [ A1 Ig o cAfFAITa §T & 22,006 F3 3R faw |

o “The ‘99.97% haircut’ is a comparison against admitted claims, ¥22,006.57 crore, not

against realisable assets that the guarantor, Dr. Chandra in this case, actually owns,” said Mr.
Vasa.

o AT ATET A Fgl, “99.97% Y FEAAY T Tofell 222,006.57 FU3 & FIFe aral 1 978 8, o fob 3o
agen Ao aREIRIAT §, fSeTeh 56 Hoel 7 e 3. dg aredd 7 Farffca W@d g1”

e The resolution professional assessed Mr. Chandra’s disclosed personal assets at about
¥31.79 crore.

o AT YRR A AT Hg GaRT BN cafedaTe IREUTIAT T Hog oa1e7eT 31.79 F3 el
feRam|

e The NCLT considered if creditors would be better oe under the repayment plan than if Mr.
Chandra were pushed to bankruptcy and approved the plan.

o NCLT & 50 aTd TR faar fomar o m ot =g 1 fearforar el fohe Sitet & Jofett & geAsfarcret
GISTAT o 3cA3Tcl ROTGTCT3T T FEUTT g greft 31 3HT TNafedt bt FHol & 2Tl

e The case also raised questions about Mr. Chandra’s earlier reported wealth.

o 3 AHC o AT g FI Igel TS IS FUT oh Y & 8 92 3310 |

e A 2017 net-worth certie cate furnished to RBL Bank put his net worth at about ¥45,888
crore while a 2018 certie cate put it at about ¥40,562 crore.

o RBL 3 &1 9&qd T 91T 2017 & foraer Gufer YATOr-o & 3eTeh folaer Gufer ofarsyer 245,888
FNF Td18 315 Y, STk 2018 F TATIT-UT H U 918797 T40,562 FNF AT I1AT AT|

e His assets in the present proceedings were assessed at about ¥31.79 crore.

o THTS HIAATEN H IeTehl AR T Hed 18T €31.79 F03 fAuiRa forar aran|

e Creditors sought a forensic audit to examine the discrepancy.

o RHUGATH o 38 faderfa & St wet & forv wRFAF HifSe H AT |
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“A gap between an old net-worth certiC] cate and today’s disclosed assets, while being a
rational question to ask, isn't by itself proof of fraud, and it doesn’t automatically trigger a
forensic audit.

“fordll guret forarer dufer yaror-u 3R acar & e aREufaat & drer s 3ot aeafy s
TRTIT 92T &, JAfcheT I 3197 3T F €NWIET T TAHTUT 78T § 31 39Y Tad: & BRiA® Hifze

IEIT AT af STl

While this may be alarming, suspicion is not proof, and at present, the NCLT held the
creditors failed to show, with actual evidence, that specie ¢ assets were transferred,
concealed or diverted to defraud creditors” said Mr. Vasa.

AT T 7 T, “TEATT g FAATSTeToh 81 TohT &, oifehed Tg THTT o761 alaT 3R I AT 7 NCLT
& AT O RHUTSTAT IrETTI T18AT & ATETH W I YT i H [ I & Rorerarnsit r
OrET 2t & forw fafRrse aREgfaat 1 gxdrarer forar o, 3¢ 9T a1 3120ar 31ea7 T
|

The NCLT similarly held the earlier certie cates did not, by themselves, establish that assets
had been concealed or diverted.

NCLT & 8T R AT foh Tgel o THTOT-IF et 39 3 g Ay 7g! sd fob IRAT™IAl fodrg
7S ot 372raT 31T Sl TS Y|

It also held that a forensic audit was not a mandatory precondition for approving the
repayment plan.

31 21g A1 HIAT 36 ATl 2Tl 37 FHopdy &t 3 ForT Wit 3iifee 18 arforard qd-ar a7t
7|

The IBC provides for collective decision-making by creditors.

IBC & ForgTan3it garT anifes fota et o1 graern g1

A repayment plan does not require unanimous approval.

Tl qersferaitet Arotatt o forT waweaa T smaeas =7el gl

In this case, the plan received 80.814% of voting share, over statutory threshold of more
than three-fourths.

g ATHS & AT ST 80.814% m%ﬁaﬂwg@ St der-atars ¥ 3rfaw A denfas e @
37T ot

The principle is that an individual creditor cannot veto a plan approved by the required
majority.

ST FaeHTd g & [ i cafFdeTd Furerar 3magaw g H Eliehel AreTall IR et 78T o
HehdT|

Once the NCLT sanctions the plan, it becomes binding on the creditors covered by it,
including those who voted against it.

NCLT &aRT JrsTaT ol H{T T SiTet & dfTe; I 38eh JHcaleT 37Te alel Heft RUTEICATT O segehiy
Bl STl &, ToTeTel 38eh fa%ety AT el aTel RUTGTdT 31 HFAToId ¢ |

However, creditors can challenge how the majority was obtained or whether the law was
followed.

gTeilTch, FUTETCT $8 STt 1 oAl & Fehdl & b SEA &Y ITeT FoRaT 97T 3727l HlofeT T ATeied
foram arar ar €T

One major objection in this case concerned ¢ ve entities that dissenting creditors alleged
were associates of Mr. Chandra and therefore should not have been allowed to vote.

S8 HIHS # Ueh YW T 3o o FEumat & Faftra oY, foiersh ar & 3 ad Horeransit
3RIT ST foh 3 A = S FEal TEUTC A 3R AT 3o¢ AT 3gAfd et & STl
BURYE

The NCLT did not accept the objection.

NCLT s¥ 38 39T &l TIHR oTel 1haT|
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e “Once a plan clears the 75% voting share requirement as provided by the Code, no creditor
gets a veto.

o ‘TH AN 9 FIs AT HigdT 7 AU 75% Aa-Rrdary F sraeaser F QU FH ol §, d
foraT 8t FuTeTaT T dIeY I TSR gIed 81 &Il

e The plan binds everyone, including those who voted against it.

o TG ISTAT F W IR Bl &, a1 38 faveyr Adal et arel alleT o aiFafeaa g1

e That’s the whole point of majority rule in insolvency law,” said Mr. Vasa.

o AT ATEI o T, AT Pefet # TEAT & AR T TET FeA eeeT B’

e The original NCLT Bench itself had differed over the plan, requiring the matter to be decided
by a third member.

o ol NCLT 0 # &1 3H IISTall &l ofehd AASG AT, Toleieh ShRUT A &7 0T el Hedd gary
R 1T 3Ta2 T g 37|
e The third judicial member, Nilesh Sharma approved it.

o AT Ge Ty dfterer AT A 38 HU &

If creditors appeal

e Forerar srdier w3d &

e Creditors can challenge the NCLT order before the National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

o RUTETAT NCLT & 3Teer T ISRy it fafer arefteliar srffreaor (NCLAT) & HaaT gaitell & Fehel
gl
e An appeal would have to raise a legal or procedural challenge, such as whether ineligible

creditors were allowed to vote, whether the statutory majority was correctly calculated, or
whether the NCLT wrongly applied the

o 3ST H FIS FLeA vyt AfnaTeHS Al ol g1, S o 3T 39T ROTETansit S Adee
et T AT &1 T 2, T JerTfeleh SECT b HET VLA B a7 &Y 3727aT A1 NCLT & ITefd

ek & e o

e A creditor cannot overturn the plan merely because it considers the ¥6.5-crore recovery too
low.

o IS KUCIT Hdel 8 MUR T ATl I fFE FTET T HebclT o6 a6 6.5 FU3 HY aHe 1
HAfF HHF AT &

o “The strongest grounds available to the dissenting creditors are the objections with respect to
the votes that came from entities that are allegedly ‘associates’ of Dr. Chandra and that
family control over those entities should have been enough to disqualify their votes,” said Mr.
Vasa.

o I AT  FgT, “IHUEHT FHUTGIATHT oh IRT ITcTSY TGH TR ITUR 3oT TEATHT & Tod AT A
T IMIAr €, foieteh IR 7 3R § foF 3 31 g 7 wgaeh Fwam’ § 3R 39 geamsi )
IRaR T =TT 37k AT o 39T GINT et o oI gATed g arfge am)”

o |f the appellate tribunal » nds that votes were wrongly counted and that the required majority
was consequently not achieved, it could interfere with the NCLT’s approval.

o T 3oy 31T oT Ig arar & TR AT T aTera 10T iy 1S oY 31T aRuTHTTwT 3T

agﬂawa%“rgmma’rag NCLT T FHolr 7 §ET8T Y HehcT ¢

o “Lastly, the most recent newsletter published by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
India (“IBBI”) cone rms that since the Personal Guarantor law kicked in, out of the
approximately 5,186 cases ¢ led by creditors, only 64 cases ended in a repayment plan, and
across those cases, creditors have recovered roughly 1% of what they are owed.

o “3A A, AR Rarar i avere sraverar A (“IBBI”) SaRT YR AdiTH FAR-TeR gite
AT & o SATFI T HleleT o] Blel o STe; & FHUTGIAT3 SaRT ST ofaT$1dT 5,186 AT H
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ﬁéﬂﬁmmﬁwwgﬂajwma?mﬁgmsﬂimmﬁmaﬁﬁm
ShTT TIRY T TSI 1% &Y T fehaT & |

e Therefore, the Subhash Chandra case is the norm, not the exception,” said Mr. Vasa.

o At 3T A FeT, “SHiAT G d5 ATe svarg ¢, afew aeer Rufa d

e For now, however, the NCLT-approved plan provides for €6.25 crore to be distributed to
creditors, with ¥25 lakh towards process costs.

o grallfeh, fhorglel NCLT GaRT ¥lighe ANSTall 3 HOUTGIATHT &t €6.25 F13 faaRa it 3tk uftkar
Fr T & FAT T25 ATF S T T &

e The plan concerns Mr. Chandra’s personal insolvency and does not, by itself, extinguish the
separate liabilities of the companies that originally borrowed the money.

o IE AISTeT AT dg ol safdaerd farem ufhar & Tafed § 3R I8 T9T 37 hufeidi ehl HeTIT-37eldT
SAATHT T FATC AT e, foiegiel Hel &9 § &7 3R foram &l
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CERN is exploring how India can be
part of its future: Director-General

ina
MUMBAI

e ande Pandit

The world needs more me-
ga-science projects, Mark
Thomson, Director-Gener-
al of CERN (European Or-
ganization for Nuclear Re-
search), said in Mumbai on
Monday.

He was in the city for the
India premiere of The
Peace Particle, a documen-
tary on the CERN, at the
Tata Institute of Funda-
mental Research. Mr.
Thomson also delivered an
address on “Particle phys-
ics: today and tomorrow”.

While answering ques-
tions on the future projects
of the CERN, Mr. Thomson
said the Future Circular
Collider would push the
boundaries of innovation,
technology, and imagina-
tion. The Future Circular
Collider would be a new 91-
km ring, which is expected
to be operational by 2045-

CERN D-G Mark Thomson.
VINAYA DESHPANDE PANDIT

48. Its final stage would
collide electrons and posi-
trons. It has not yet been
approved, but the CERN
expected a positive deci-
sion by 2028, he said.
“Also, we are pausing
for four years to bring a
brighter version of LHC
[Large Hadron Collider],
which will be more power-
ful. We will use technolo-
gies we have not used be-
fore, because they were
not there. In the very long
term, we are looking at

what happens in the fu-
ture, after the LHC. We call
it the Future Circular Col-
lider. This will be an ambi-
tious project, pushing the
boundaries of technology,
innovation and imagina-
tion, and is a project for
humanities. Not just for
particle physics. It is a
scientific, visionary pro-
ject,” he said.

Particle accelerator

The LHC, built by CERN, is
the world’s largest and
most powerful particle ac-
celerator. The 27-km tun-
nel accelerates two beams
of subatomic particles to
near the speed of light and
smashes them together.
The Higgs boson was dis-
covered using it.

The LHC was officially
shut down on June 29,
2026. 1t is scheduled to re-
main offline till 2030.

The High-Luminosity
LHC will have 10 times

more brightness than the
LHC.

“It will be an incredible
scientific opportunity
which will give a lot more
data, better detectors and
new techniques. It has real
discovery potential,” Mr.
Thomson said.

He said that while we
now know a lot about the
universe, many deep mys-
teries remain, such as why
it is made only of matter
with hardly any antimatter,
and what constitutes the
unknown 95% of its mass
and energy.

On the CERN’s interest
in India, Mr. Thomson said
the country had great
technological  strength.
“India has excellent tech-
nologies, is well-organised
and has brilliant people.
We are looking at CERN’s
future and how India can
be a part of that,” he said in
conversation with The Hin-
du after the programme.

01S9. CERN is exploring how India can be part of its future: Director-General

CERN Ig a1 (&7 & f&F R 38 AfasT F1 REAr $& a7 Fdr ¢ AgIaeers

The world needs more mega-science projects, Mark Thomson, Director-General of CERN
(European Organization for Nuclear Research), said in Mumbai on Monday.

CERN (ZRT GRATY] 31T HETST HITS) & HETAcreh Ak STAAT o HHGR T s # et foh
gferar s 3R 31Tt Am-agw RSt i sraesarg|

He was in the city for the India premiere of The Peace Patrticle, a documentary on the CERN,
at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research.

d 2T SEEITIC A Hheriee RE< # CERN W =11 SIFF#AET The Peace Particle & #Rd #
TUH Y&l & foivw gt 7 |
Mr. Thomson also delivered an address on “Particle physics: today and tomorrow”.
ot 9T o “Particle physics: today and tomorrow” faw o 8ff Faea feam|

While answering questions on the future projects of the CERN, Mr. Thomson said the Future
Circular Collider would push the boundaries of innovation, technology, and imagination.

CERNaﬁraﬁwaﬁrwﬁuﬁmﬁﬁ@rwﬁHmaﬁwwaﬁgsﬁWﬁw% Future

Circular Collider sTaraR, YlefaThr X FHeTsr T TATHT I 39T Fraem|

The Future Circular Collider would be a new 91 km ring, which is expected to be operational
by 2045-48.

Future Circular Collider Tar 71 91 fFe#ex e Rer g19m, forgsh 2045-48 e aRamele & 3
&1 357G B
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e |ts final stage would collide electrons and positrons.
3 3ifaH TROT 7 g iR gifoeial i et s AT

e |t has not yet been approved, but the CERN expected a positive decision by 2028, he said.
3egiel gl o 38 378l ofeh HoTl w761 fAeT §, AifeheT CERN T 2028 T WhRIcH® farotar v

3FAG B

e “Also, we are pausing for four years to bring a brighter version of LHC [Large Hadron
Collider], which will be more powerful.

“gHF 3TeNTdT, §H IR aNt & folw e T & d1feh LHC [Large Hadron Collider] &7 31f% 9d%eR
3R 3t arfFaamelt FFor dIR T S a |

e We will use technologies we have not used before, because they were not there.
g U wigafafRat &1 3uer w33 Tt gHe e 39 A8 fRaAT §, it 3 38 wHY
39t w7g ot

¢ In the very long term, we are looking at what happens in the future, after the LHC.
&rEeRTel 7, §H IE @ I8 & 19 LHC & a1 H1fas & m gem |

e We call it the Future Circular Collider.
&5 3 Future Circular Collider #gd &1

e This will be an ambitious project, pushing the boundaries of technology, innovation and
imagination, and is a project for humanities.

g U Agearhial IRASTT g1afT, ST TR, AaraR 3R FHedar H AAmsit 3T sereeft
3R Ig Areraar & fw v gRAsET 8t

e Not just for particle physics.
T hael HUT HFAH & forw 718t gl

e |tis a scientific, visionary project,” he said.

3egiel hel, ‘e Teh defareh 3 qraelf aR@sem g1

Particle accelerator
HUT cdih

e The LHC, built by CERN, is the world’s largest and most powerful particle accelerator.
CERN gaR1 fAffd LHC farea 1 @ 737 31X da afFaemelt wor v &

e The 27-km tunnel accelerates two beams of subatomic particles to near the speed of light and
smashes them together.

27 fratliex St GRaT 3U-aRATOGh Uil Y &1 Yol hT Tl I AT & felehe oeh caRel LT &
3R 3¢ 398 H THIAT B |

e The Higgs boson was discovered using it.
S8 & ATIH ¥ Rew St $r @i A aTg oA

e The LHC was officially shut down on June 29, 2026.
LHC &1 3nfRremries &9 & 29 ST, 2026 FY &g < fear aram am|

e ltis scheduled to remain offline till 2030.
8% 2030 dF 9¢ @A HT FRIHA g

e The High-Luminosity LHC will have 10 times more brightness than the LHC.
High-Luminosity LHC & LHC &I JefelT & 10 (11 31f&e gdsheRdT (luminosity) g1

o ‘|t will be an incredible scientific opportunity which will give a lot more data, better detectors
and new techniques.

gred giaf|
e It has real discovery potential,” Mr. Thomson said.

SN qIEdTa® A% @) Y 87T 8§, A ATFT o gt
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e He said that while we now know a lot about the universe, many deep mysteries remain, such
as why it is made only of matter with hardly any antimatter, and what constitutes the unknown
95% of its mass and energy.

SegieT 6T foh TCATT 31 EH SEAS & IR & Tga TS AT 8, Y 87 T 76X 6T I gU 8,
ST o g eTeTeTeT T g vard @ & w7t a1 § 3% 3w aersrar ;W v w4t ¢t §,
% AT 95% FeIHATST 3 FAT T fAHATT fohad g &

e Onthe CERN's interest in India, Mr. Thomson said the country had great technological

strength.

CERN &I #Rd # T o GaeT 7 4 YA o1 gl Toh 42T H HEIT dehelleh] 4TACT T |

¢ “India has excellent technologies, is well-organised and has brilliant people.
"R & U 3cgpee W@l geaafud derae iR ufcsmemed o &

o We are looking at CERN’s future and how India can be a part of that,” he said in conversation
with The Hindu after the programme.

&7 CERN & s1fasy 31t 380 9IRd fF T R $elieR 97 a1 §, 50 R AR R @ &, 3oaiad
FRIGH & d1¢ The Hindu ¥ ST 3 &eT|

AstroRad vest
offers lighter
shield against

solar storms
ST

espite their best efforts to settle
l) the moon and later Mars, humans

may never become a spacefaring
species, more than a few experts have
said over the years. An important reason
for this view is radiation. The earth has a
magnetic field that keeps harmful
radiation at bay, but astronauts who fly
beyond this field are at risk of developing
cancer and other serious health
problems.

A common fix for this problem has
been to add more shielding for
astronauts. However, every additional
kilogram increases the launch cost by a
large amount, and it is often also
impractical to add enough shielding to a
crew capsule to cope with a major
outburst of radiation from the sun.

To this end, an Israeli company named
StemRad has, along with Lockheed
Martin, developed a vest called AstroRad.
StemRad had originally made the suit for
emergency responders on the ground

Radiation remains a major
obstacle to long duration human
spaceflight because astronauts
bevond earth’s magnetic field
face increased risks of cancer

and other health problems

who may be exposed to nuclear radiation.

The company adapted it for spaceflight,
with a twist: AstroRad has more

safeguards over the chest, abdomen, and
pelvis, where there are large amounts of
bone marrow, which make blood, and
sensitive organs like the heart and the
lungs. It also uses hydrogen-rich polymers
to block radiation — materials rich in
hydrogen slow energetic particles
efficiently because hydrogen nuclei are
similar in mass and so maximise energy
transfer during collisions — rather than
lead, which is more dense.

In 2019 and 2020, NASA arranged for
astronauts to test AstroRad onboard the
International Space Station. They wore it
as they performed ordinary activities and
gave feedback on its comfort and
functionalities, allowing engineers on the
ground to make improvements.

NASA tested the improved version
onboard its Artemis I mission in 2022. In
this mission, the crew capsule carried two
human-shaped dummies named Helga
and Zohar as it travelled around the moon
before returning to the earth. Both Helga
and Zohar were fit with materials
designed to mimic human tissue as well as
radiation sensors. Zohar wrote AstroRad
while Helga did not.

The results of analysing the data
retrieved from the dummies were
published in Science Advances on August
12. Using data collected during Artemis I
to inform medels of historical solar
radiation events, researchers — from
StemRad, Lockheed, the German, Israeli,
and U.S. space agencies, and institutions
in the U.S. - found AstroRad could reduce
the effective radiation dose an astronaut
would have received during the August
1972 solar storm by 60% and during the
October 1989 solar storm by 40%. These
amount to 193 and 131 fewer days,
respectively of exposure to deep-space
radiation.

Per the team, for astronauts heading
back to the moon and eventually to Mars,
AstroRad could allow astronauts to
partially work through a solar storm
instead of having to shelter themselves for
the duration - a small but important step
towards making interplanetary human
spaceflight a safe reality.

That said, one particular shortcoming
of the vest is that it can only deal with
particles from the sun. Galactic cosmic
rays that originate beyond the solar
system remain harder to block.

01S9. AstroRad vest offers lighter
shield against solar storms

AstroRad 3¥€ ¥R T & fawaer gear
GU&T Fad FaToT FIAT ¢

o Despite their best efforts to settle the
moon and later Mars, humans may never
become a spacefaring species, more than a
few experts have said over the years.

TGHT 3 918 F FHITST I FHA & 3791 Fafda
ST & STasle, au ¥ &S fawaAl o gl & T
HTsg e, 3T IHARET-ATET et arelt gonfer 767
T gTUaT |

e Animportant reason for this view is
radiation.

$H gTSCehIUT T Teh Hgcaqul ST fafdor g |

e The earth has a magnetic field that
keeps harmful radiation at bay, but astronauts
who fly beyond this field are at risk of developing
cancer and other serious health problems.

g2dl & U Teh g1 819 8, ST g1feieheh
faferRtor &t Y T §, aiféhet 39 &1 @ JreX o=
grer 3iafler Tt & $Fuv 3k 3w ek Ty
FHAEATY AR g1 ol SNTRH BT gl

e A common fix for this problem has been
to add more shielding for astronauts.

SH AT FT Teh ATAT TATT IdReT aif3ar
& forw arfre fafror-dus geam Sise w8l

o However, every additional kilogram
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increases the launch cost by a large amount, and it is often also impractical to add enough
shielding to a crew capsule to cope with a major outburst of radiation from the sun.

gleilieh, Tcdeh 3TReR fahellarms & TaIqoT ST 3 FThT J&fr gich § 3N GF 4 g1l arel fafenyor
& a3 faewic & e & fov fordl o Shoaer 7 gToe GRaTT-hae ST 3R SATdgliNen o7 g
g

To this end, an Israeli company named StemRad has, along with Lockheed Martin, developed
a vest called AstroRad.

ST 3627 W, oISd Sl StemRad ATHS Fai A Lockheed Martin & 1Y fAerT AstroRad
ATHS T a¥e A fad fRar gl

StemRad had originally made the suit for emergency responders on the ground who may be
exposed to nuclear radiation.

StemRad = Fel T § g UIRMeh ERAT I HIS[G 3o7 HATAHTCNT HIAAT & (AT q1s oY, ST
ORATY] FATROT & Heh & 31T Thl 81
The company adapted it for spaceflight, with a twist: AstroRad has more safeguards over the

chest, abdomen, and pelvis, where there are large amounts of bone marrow, which make
blood, and sensitive organs like the heart and the lungs.

el o G ARET 3371 & ToIT regepioict foha, Torasl Teh faIy Seelra foharm aram: AstroRad
ST, 9 3R ANOr & SR 31TRreh GR&T TeT=l 1 1S §, STgl 51 AT & 31Ey-Foo giell 8, 5t el
T fAATOT AT §, TUT T T 31X BhohsT oI FdgeAeiier 3797 RUd gl 8 1

It also uses hydrogen-rich polymers to block radiation — materials rich in hydrogen slow
energetic particles efficiently because hydrogen nuclei are similar in mass and so maximise
energy transfer during collisions — rather than lead, which is more dense.

I fAfaor &t et & TOIT FTEEISTeT-Haalr TifeHT &1 i 3UANT AT §—BIS3Iored & HHSY
TETeY FATaTel T T FeTAT &1 & AT S §, FiTeh BTSgIoTed ATIH T G AT Bl &
3R TTAT caFal & SRTA FolT o §EATARIT T 3TTARTH AT g—oTal T U T IYART Al fopar
ST, SiY 317 FereT g &

In 2019 and 2020, NASA arranged for astronauts to test AstroRad onboard the International
Space Station.

2019 3R 2020 #, NASA & 3aReT 3T & ToIv Iraisgir rafiar ¥ WX AstroRad T
GRI&TOT et Sl STaET HI|

They wore it as they performed ordinary activities and gave feedback on its comfort and
functionalities, allowing engineers on the ground to make improvements.

3egiel AT ATATATATT R THT S/ YgaT 31T 5T HRH TUT FIITAAT & Taer 7
fafshar &, foad eRelr 9T Hise SRt ST 588 JUR Fel & Hee Hel|
NASA tested the improved version onboard its Artemis | mission in 2022.

NASA S 2022 H 39eT Artemis | R & SRTeT 58 IeeTcd TTHIOT ST GLT&T0T foha|

In this mission, the crew capsule carried two human-shaped dummies named Helga and
Zohar as it travelled around the moon before returning to the earth.

58 TAe &, 3 $0He o gool AR FNGT ATHS &1 AeTd- TR dTel Gelell T o ST, ST T g2y
IR cilcel & Igel IGHT o IRT 3R 747

Both Helga and Zohar were fit with materials designed to mimic human tissue as well as
radiation sensors.

goa 3R e 1Al F AT Fdd Y TFHd e & AT TATC 7T g g7 3o FET @ v
|

Zohar wore AstroRad while Helga did not.

e A AstroRad UgT AT, STk 8¢9 o ST Ag! UgeTT AT|
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The results of analysing the data retrieved from the dummies were published in Science
Advances on August 12.

Wﬁmaﬁ»@f%%&w*m 12 39Ed HT Science Advances H JhIfd forw arw|

Using data collected during Artemis | to inform models of historical solar radiation events,
researchers — from StemRad, Lockheed, the German, Israeli, and U.S. space agencies, and
institutions in the U.S. — found AstroRad could reduce the effective radiation dose an
astronaut would have received during the August 1972 solar storm by 60% and during the
October 1989 solar storm by 40%.

Artemis | & gRTeT TR fohT aTw 3ifenst o1 3uter Ufdeifdes it fafaor aeasil & Alser R
Wﬁaﬂﬁ‘g@, StemRad, Lockheed, ST#aT, SoRTSel 3R 3R 3aReT vaifat qr 3@
& HEATAT o AMerHATIHT & 9127 foh AstroRad e 1972 & AR qwrer & SRt et amh
EaRT gTod FaTet FAfRoT G AT 60% 3IHR IrFgaT 1989 F WR THI & ERIeT 40% aF FH F
FHATE |

These amount to 193 and 131 fewer days, respectively, of exposure to deep-space radiation.

g g ANET & TAfeRior & Gush & saer: 193 3iix 131 et i weft & s B

Per the team, for astronauts heading back to the moon and eventually to Mars, AstroRad
could allow astronauts to partially work through a solar storm instead of having to shelter
themselves for the duration — a small but important step towards making interplanetary
human spaceflight a safe reality.

Qe el o 3TTER, TeAT 3R A : FHITeT T X STed alel ITRET AT o T AstroRad
3 | e T O 3afer & STt 3mery ot & ot WR et & i e 70 @ F
T 3TAT & HehclT §—Tg AL AT IHANET 31T T Teh FRI&TT ARl Setled T e
A U BT Afehe Agcaqul FeH &

That said, one particular shortcoming of the vest is that it can only deal with particles from
the sun.

gleilieh, S8 dEC 1 Teh 4V el Tg § 7o Ig shaol G& A A1 aTed FO1T § & fige Hever 1
Galactic cosmic rays that originate beyond the solar system remain harder to block.

HRATT & 18T 3cTe ale dTell ITHTRRTNT FTEATDT FHTOM Y MeheAr 3737 oY 31T FiST
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GELY IMAGES

What goes on behind the screen when you
pay through UPI?

UPI enables instant bank-to-bank payments by connecting users apps and banks through a system operated by the National Payments Corporation

of India; launched in 2016, it has grown into a massive digital payments network and is now being adopted in several countries

Vasudevan Mukunth

he Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) is India’s preeminent
digital payments system. In July

2026 alone, it processed 2,366
crore transactions — or around 7,600
transactions per second — in total worth
nearly T30 lakh crore. Across the 2025-26
financial year, UPI handled 24,160 crore
transactions worth ¥314 lakh crore,
accounting for 85% of the country’s digital
payment transactions by volume.
According to the International Monetary
Fund, UPI also accounted for a stunning
49% of all real-time payments worldwide
in 2025.

How does UPI work?

Say Selvi has an account in Violin Bank
and Shankar has an account in Flute
Bank. Selvi wants to send Shankar 100
via UPL First, Selvi tells her UPI app -
which could be Google Pay, PhonePe, etc.
—whom she wants to pay. Obviously the
app will not understand who ‘Shankar” is.
Instead, she will have to tell the app ina
language the app understands.

In this language, Shankar’s identity has
two parts: his unique name and his
unique bank name. So it will be
something like shankar@flutebank. This
UPI ID will be connected to Shankar’s
bank account. In technical terms, the ID is
an alias of the account.

So when Selvi tells her UPI app that she
needs to send money to
shankar@flutebank, the app will know
which account the money should go to.

Second, the app will send a payment
request to the UPI system. UPl is operated
by the National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCD). It provides the switching
and routing infrastructure that links the
730 or so participating banks, allowing
users to transfer money between
accounts at these banks.

The UPI system will respond to Selvi’s
app’s request by asking Selvi to
authenticate the transaction. This is like a
confirmation: “Let me make sure you
want this transaction to happen.” Selvi
will do this by entering her UPI PIN. Now
the system will know she has signed off
onit.

The third step is for the actual
transaction to happen. Selvi’s bank,
which is Violin Bank, will check the
transaction. This involves asking
questions such as whether Selvi’s account
is valid, has enough money, if the request
is authentic, if the transaction limit has
been reached, and if the transaction
shows any signs of fraudulent activity.

If the check passes all tests, Violin Bank
will let the UPI system know that it is
ready to execute the transaction.

Fourth, the UPI system will route the
transaction to Flute Bank, which is
Shankar’s bank, and into the account
associated with shankar@flutebank.

Fifth, Violink Bank will deduct 100
from Selvi's account and Flute Bank will
add 100 to Shankar’s account.

Sixth, and finally, Flute Bank will
report the addition to the UPI system,
which will then relay it to Violin Bank,
and finally to the UPI app in Selvi’s hand.

How complex is the system?

This simplified picture is essentially what
the UPI system makes possible. However,
itis not complete. The system has more
technical components to ensure that
different banks can trust each
transaction, update records correctly, and
be able to respond in a predictable way
when a transaction goes awry.

For a glimpse, to connect to Violin
Bank - from where Selvi initiated the
transaction — the UPI app (Google Pay,
PhonePe, etc.) will communicate with
TPAP/PSP infrastructure, which allows

apps to interact with banking services.

TPAP is a company that provides the app
used to make UPI payments, e.g.,
PhonePe. And PSP is the bank or
company that connects the app to the
NPCI infrastructure.

For another, Violin Blank and Flute
Bank will exchange multiple messages
during the transaction, including to start
payment, authenticate it, authorise it,
confirm debit, confirm credit, and
confirm status at each step.

And so on.

On the hardware side, UPI requires
thousands of servers, which process
transactions, store and use databases,
facilitate API calls, run monitoring and
security systems; high-speed network
switches and routers, which connect
banks and data centres; and redundant
servers, cooling systems, networking

equipment, and of course power supplies.

On the software side, the system is
made possible by APIs, transaction
switches and routers, databases, message
queues, encryption and authentication
services, fraud detectors, reconciliation

software, and disaster recovery protocols.

The banks and the apps also have
software to connect their systems with
the NPCI infrastructure.

The UPLID

The UPIL ID, e.g., shankar@flutebank or
selvi@violinbank, is created and
maintained by the respective bank, based
on a rule the bank has.

For example, if two account holders
have the same name, their IDs can be
distinguished by a number —
selvil@violinbank and selvi2@violinbank.
Users may also be able to customise their
UPI1 IDs, e.g. selvithestar@violinbank.

Fundamentally, the UPI app knows
that the string before the ‘@’ is the user
account’s alias and the string after the ‘@’
is the bank’s identity. The latter tells the
UPI system which service will know

which account the former is an alias of.

An individual user can have multiple
UPI IDs because their bank account can
have multiple aliases. These aliases can
also be encoded in QR codes.

UPI - past, present, future

The NPCI built the UPI system with
entrepreneur and Infosys co-founder
Nandan Nilekani as an advisor and with
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) providing
regulatory guidance. Its foundation was as
an interoperable layer over the Immediate
Payment Service (IMPS), which is a
system to quickly transfer funds from one
bank to another round the clock.

Then RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
piloted UPI in April 2016 with 21 banks,
with the service also becoming available
via the banks” apps a couple months later.
UPI 2.0 followed in mid-2018 with new
features like linking overdraft accounts,
adding mandates (authorising periodic
transactions into the future), verifying
invoices before payment, signed QR codes
(to better verify merchants before
transactions), and enhanced
autopayments.

The UPI system crossed 100 crore
transactions per month in October 2019.

NPCI International Payments, Ltd.
(NIPL) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the
NPCI whose job is to facilitate
international adoption of India’s digital
payments systems, especially UPL

In 2021, NIPL and the Royal Monetary
Authority of Bhutan enabled UPI in the
kingdom - the first foreign adoption.
Then, Singapore followed in 2021, the
UAE in 2022, France, Mauritius, Sri
Lanka, and Nepal in 2024, Qatar in 2025,
and Cambodia, Greece, and the Maldives
so far in 2026.

NIPL is reportedly also working on
making UPI interoperable with the
payment systems of Indonesia, Malaysia,
and Thailand.

01S9. What goes on behind the screen when you pay through UPI?
UPI & ATEIHA 9§ ${ITclTel %l T 9¢ & 9 791 gelr 87

e The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is India’s preeminent digital payments system.
IfAwTEs AHCH e (UPI) 3R 1 9o7@ R fSree syeraet gomeh §1

e In July 2026 alone, it processed 2,366 crore transactions — or around 7,600 transactions
per second — in total worth nearly ¥30 lakh crore.

eharel SeITS 2026 # €1, 38T 2,366 FUF AeT-aeT FATTSI FhT—37UTel ST 7,600 AT-8eT e
Aehs—TSTTohT ool FoT ST T30 oG IS T

e Across the 2025-26 financial year, UPI handled 24,160 crore transactions worth 314 lakh
crore, accounting for 85% of the country’s digital payment transactions by volume.

fareir a¥ 2025-26 & ERTeT, UPI & 24,160 03 deT-aT fohU, ToTeTent Hed 3314 ol oIS AT, St
AET o 3R OR &30 & FBfSTee S[ardret der-&1 %1 85% 2T

e According to the International Monetary Fund, UPI also accounted for a stunning 49% of all
real-time payments worldwide in 2025.

RIS HET IV & AR, 2025 H et o1 o Tl RIyer-ergar sparamei & UP| i Rederdy
49% Y|

How does UPI work?
UP| & FTH FIaT 82
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Say Selvi has an account in Violin Bank and Shankar has an account in Flute Bank.
AT AT el b7 @idT Fraferet da 7 § 3R 2T 7 @reT Fele 3 7 3

Selvi wants to send Shankar 100 via UPI.

Jedl UP| o ATEIH T T I €100 AT T8 ¢ |

First, Selvi tells her UPI app — which could be Google Pay, PhonePe, etc. — whom she
wants to pay.

Y Ugd, Aed! 3797 UPI ¥9—3 Google Pay, PhonePe 31Tfe & HehdT §—ahl Ididr & foh a8
IEREERICERC USRS

Obviously the app will not understand who ‘Shankar is.

FATHITAS &Y H, VT g T8 GHST UTUAT foh QR Pl gl

Instead, she will have to tell the app in a language the app understands.

% T, 39 VT 1 0ET H19T # ST RY Sair gl fordy O gHsTar &1

In this language, Shankar’s identity has two parts: his unique name and his unique bank
name.

Y VT H, QhT T IgTeT & &l 79T & 39T fafdrse A7 31 3Tas d &1 fafdse ame|
So it will be something like shankar@flutebank.

3afeT I8 FS $H IR &9 shankar @flutebank|

This UPI ID will be connected to Shankar’s bank account.

Ig UPI ID A& & d% @1 & 731 g1t

In technical terms, the ID is an alias of the account.

JhaiThr ereat H, TE ID Wi T 3UATH (alias) Bl

So when Selvi tells her UPI app that she needs to send money to shankar@flutebank, the
app will know which account the money should go to.

AT ST JedT 319t UP| ¥Y &! §dTdl & T 38 shankar @flutebank IR 9T ST §, dT ¥F &t
gdT 81T o &1 fohe @1 H ST anfgu|

Second, the app will send a payment request to the UPI system.

GER =TT H, T UP| JOTTelt 3T 379TcTeT 31T1Er S|

UPI is operated by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
UP| T HlTeleT SR ISR 8parettat faverar (NPC) eaRT fahar Sirar g |

It provides the switching and routing infrastructure that links the 730 or so participating banks,
allowing users to transfer money between accounts at these banks.

Ig FeafRier 3t SR raUT=T 3Tt AT §, ST S99 730 HeHEN St oy Ssdr § 3k
SULRTHATHT T SoT Sobl b WIAT & 1T YT FEATART Pt H T&TH TATAT & |

The UPI system will respond to Selvi’s app’s request by asking Selvi to authenticate the
transaction.

UPI SOTTel! &ed & T o eI &1 3R & §T Hedl H olf-oT T JHATIONT (authenticate) Fet
% forw Fgaf|

This is like a confirmation: “Let me make sure you want this transaction to happen.”
I§ Teh YRR T GTSe &: “H I GATRed X of o 3119 Ig ofe-2eT da argcht 81"
Selvi will do this by entering her UPI PIN.

HedT 39T UPI PIN &t #Xa U1 91T

Now the system will know she has signed off on it.

379 FUTTEN Y I Tl ST o 36t 3 olef-&eT o forw 37qeht Flipfar & &r 1

The third step is for the actual transaction to happen.

o TRoT IEIRF Ad-3T & fAsaIET F g

Selvi’s bank, which is Violin Bank, will check the transaction.

ot 7 %, 3127 TR A, S-St 1 v T
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This involves asking questions such as whether Selvi’'s account is valid, has enough money, if
the request is authentic, if the transaction limit has been reached, and if the transaction shows
any signs of fraudulent activity.

SHH g ST A § o Vel T TTcT 34 § IT 7T, 3T GATST YT § I7 78T, Ie0er
aEcIdeh § AT 16, leT-SieT 2h1 FNAT G &Y et & AT 76T, T olet-oeT & eramerdh warel) rfafafer &
& Thd T 1T

If the check passes all tests, Violin Bank will let the UPI system know that it is ready to
execute the transaction.

e Sirer Fef ATl T T S §, o arafelet doh UP| JoTTell &l HIRId T o a6 de-aet
farearfea w & faw aar

Fourth, the UPI system will route the transaction to Flute Bank, which is Shankar’s bank, and
into the account associated with shankar@flutebank.

Y TROT &, UP| GUTTel ofef-SoT 1 Fele 34, 372Te] 2T & a4, 3T shankar@flutebank & 578

grd de q‘g“'irrwm
Fifth, Violin Bank will deduct 100 from Selvi's account and Flute Bank will add %100 to
Shankar’s account.

qid @O H, arafee dF dedt & @i & 2100 F1ee 3R Fele 3 47 F @i F 1100 A3 e

Sixth, and finally, Flute Bank will report the addition to the UPI system, which will then relay it
to Violin Bank, and finally to the UPI app in Selvi's hand.

S 3R 3T TROTH, Fefe doh UP| TOTTR ohT eTRITRY STAT et ShT FareT &aTT, it 3ATaT Ig Faren
arafeiet ek Y 3R HTT: Fedy & grer 7 Hiefe UPI 49 eh g &am|

How complex is the system?

I yoTTel! fFeet sifeer 872

This simplified picture is essentially what the UPI system makes possible.

I TN T Held: 8T G2iTar § oI UP| JoTiel €31 Sl 8

However, it is not complete.

gTaiten, TE T TEdR oTel &

The system has more technical components to ensure that different banks can trust each

transaction, update records correctly, and be able to respond in a predictable way when a
transaction goes awry.

YOTTel & Ig FIATRE Fel o ToIT g 3T Ahelieh! T ¢ 1oh [Afea] deh Tedeh olef-Gof TN
FRIAT X Teh, RIS T TLI &I T AT X Hoh R ST PIg oled-of ITeldd &1 ST T
qATTATT adteh & Ticifohar & & |

For a glimpse, to connect to Violin Bank — from where Selvi initiated the transaction — the
UPI app (Google Pay, PhonePe, etc.) will communicate with TPAP/PSP infrastructure,
which allows apps to interact with banking services.

3ETER0T & AT, arafert deh & S5at o fv—sTel & dodl & de7-8eT & fhar—UPI 0T (Google
Pay, PhonePe 371f&) TPAP/PSP 3a8Tg«T & AT TaR 3, Sit O &Y STher Aarait & @rer
TREG T3haT it hT AT &t B

TPAP is a company that provides the app used to make UPI payments, e.g., PhonePe.
TPAP dg &Uail § SiT UPI 8f3TclTel ¥el & ToIT ST foham STt aTell U9 3Telsts hrcll &, Sid
PhonePe|

And PSP is the bank or company that connects the app to the NPCI infrastructure.

3R PSP g & a7 Fusil & S T Y NPCI 3ra8a«r & shisdt ¥

For another, Violin Bank and Flute Bank will exchange multiple messages during the
transaction, including to start payment, authenticate it, authorise it, confirm debit, confirm
credit, and confirm status at each step.
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ST I, Ao d 3R e 35 t-3 5 SR S TRt T JTET-eT F4, e
ST [ A, I FHIOIT FYeA, 31 FYet, 3fae & give, Hide A gite 3R v oA
Feufer 7 qfSe a2 aTel Heer ANt gt

And so on.

3R =4 gR 3T wfshary off gt &1

On the hardware side, UPI requires thousands of servers, which process transactions, store
and use databases, facilitate API calls, run monitoring and security systems; high-speed

network switches and routers, which connect banks and data centres; and redundant servers,
cooling systems, networking equipment, and of course power supplies.

BTSAIT & T W, UP| Y EoTRT HART T TaRTRdT 81dT &, ST dled-aef oY T ol 8, Serad
T Hafed Ud 3UAT A &, AP| iel T GraUTsieteh Saldl & T o 31T geam gonfoat
Farford A §; S8 37elaT 3Ta-37T aTe Acadh T8ad 31T T3 LT gid &, i St 31T 3er
el &l Sitsd &, Ay &1 3faRerd @ay, el Fwes, Aeafdhr suaor 3R ARud &9 & faega
3mqfet o maeaes gl 81

On the software side, the system is made possible by APIs, transaction switches and
routers, databases, message queues, encryption and authentication services, fraud
detectors, reconciliation software, and disaster recovery protocols.

TFCAI & TR W, TG YUl APIs, diel-&oT aw 31X W3R, 3e@w, WA FarT, vieweere 3iv
TATONRIOT 131, WIS T 9T F9TTa aTelt yonfaral, fAe (reconciliation) ATFeadT 94T
TET YA Seier & HTEAH & I Bl 5

The banks and the apps also have software to connect their systems with the NPCI
infrastructure.

St 3R g & g o 379e FAECH Y NPCI FTETET ¥ SAise & fov aiFedax giar 2

The UPI ID

UPI ID

The UPI ID, e.g., shankar@flutebank or selvi@violinbank, is created and maintained by the
respective bank, based on a rule the bank has.

UPI ID, 31& shankar @flutebank 3T selvi@violinbank, Fafd d& ganrT 38 fAUTRd o
& TUR W FoT15 3R =70 & S &

For example, if two account holders have the same name, their IDs can be distinguished by a
number — selvil@violinbank and selvi2@violinbank.

31801 & ToIv, IfE aF WIATYRE T T TATT g, dl 3e7ehT |Ds Sl Teh TEIT o ATEIH I 3elaT
R ST TehdT §—selvil@violinbank 3iX selvi2@violinbank |

Users may also be able to customise their UPI IDs, e.g. selvithestar@violinbank.
3YYNITehT 391 UP| IDs I 3ol 8 X Hehd &, SI¥ selvithestar@violinbank|

Fundamentally, the UPI app knows that the string before the ‘@’ is the user account’s alias
and the string after the ‘@’ is the bank’s identity.

Hel & &, UPI WY ST § T ‘@’ & Tl 1 H&R-HHAG 3UANTehcll & Wil &l 3YA1H (alias) &
3R ‘@ % 9IC T IER-HHE o HY g1 ¢ |

The latter tells the UPI system which service will know which account the former is an alias of.
1¢, Tl HT9T UP| YOGl 3l g SdTdT & 1o hieT-AT AaT TG SATeTclT g11T foh Tgell AT fohd @it ot
3YATH g

An individual user can have multiple UPI IDs because their bank account can have multiple
aliases.

T ITFAIT 3TIRTRAT & I &g UPI IDs 8 Tehall §, Fifeh 39 deb W & FS 3T 8F
Thd g
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These aliases can also be encoded in QR codes.

ST 3UTTHT T QR F18 F &Y Teahis fhaT ST ThaT 1

past, present, future

i, aaaATT 3K wiasy

The NPCI built the UPI system with entrepreneur and Infosys co-founder Nandan Nilekani as
an advisor and with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) providing regulatory guidance.

NPCI & 3T 3R Infosys & HE-HEUTIH Gt ART0T & HAghR & §I H TgANRT I AT HRAT
Rerd d (RBI) & b ARTEes & @rer UP| JoTrelY s fa#ToT |

Its foundation was as an interoperable layer over the Immediate Payment Service (IMPS),
which is a system to quickly transfer funds from one bank to another round the clock.

sg$T g Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) & 3UT T JdR-TAToIT W & &7 H W 318
oY, St <eET e Teh e & gER Ao F ARy Al @ GEAAR A T JOrel g

Then RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan piloted UPI in April 2016 with 21 banks, with the
service also becoming available via the banks’ apps a couple months later.

S8 916 RBI & 7w T TSI o1 3Tel 2016 F 21 FHT o AT UP| T Grdele T1&ToT T,
3R Fo AT d1e Tg HaT bl & VH & AETH F 3 3T 81 S|

UPI 2.0 followed in mid-2018 with new features like linking overdraft accounts, adding
mandates (authorising periodic transactions into the future), verifying invoices before
payment, signed QR codes (to better verify merchants before transactions), and enhanced
autopayments.

2018 & ALF F UPI 2.0 31T, T 3aigie Trdt &l S, #Ase Sige (FfasT 7 3mafees of-
&7 Y T ), ST A TG ATAAT T FATT Y, FEATETRA QR FIE (-3 & T3
SAITRET T SR HAT A & eIT) TUT 3ol JHeHe SIET =75 Fraeny enfarer |

The UPI system crossed 100 crore transactions per month in October 2019.

UPI YOTTell & 31eFgait 2019 3 f ATE 100 FA oeT-ae 7 JHTehsT IR Y fora|

NPCI International Payments, Ltd. (NIPL) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the NPCI whose job
is to facilitate international adoption of India’s digital payments systems, especially UPI.

NPCI International Payments, Ltd. (NIPL), NPCI T qoT Fa1fficd aTell §eTdeh el ¢, foreehr
1Y TR T FTSTeer $aTclTet Gonfora, fawent UPI, 3l Satirsdi Tl 93 =TT ST S ghaem

eI FATE |

In 2021, NIPL and the Royal Monetary Authority of Bhutan enabled UPI in the kingdom — the
first foreign adoption.

2021 #, NIPL 3R Jrarer ATed 3rUTREY 3T et & 37T 7 UP| 3 HaTH JoA1IT—Ig SHAT
ggor fagelt rafervor 2|

Then, Singapore followed in 2021, the UAE in 2022, France, Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and Nepal
in 2024, Qatar in 2025, and Cambodia, Greece, and the Maldives so far in 2026.

g8 o1e, RATMGT A 2021, UAE & 2022, W1, RIerH, telst AR AdTer o 2024, el o 2025
T HAET, i 3 AT A 2026 dF UP| I 3791127 |

NIPL is reportedly also working on making UPI interoperable with the payment systems of
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.

Ratet & 317@R, NIPL UPI &t g81afRraT, wraflrar sk ardels i sperarer syonfarat & arer 3iear-
HEATAT §oTeT 9T 3 1 T T &
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Marconis new invention

!! |‘!ng|!!!!13n| ca!le lrom London, dated

August 29 states:-

Signor Marconi has successfully experimented
with a special loud speaker giving great
amplification with enlarged batteries which
magnify sounds without sacrificing quality.

He believes they can be developed until the
voice carries twenty miles. He is leaving for Italy
in his yacht the “Electra” on September 1 and
will carry out a series of experiments to
determine the strength of the beams operating
between England and Canada and England and
South Africa in order to increase the efficiency
of long distance transmission and prevent
countries for which they are not intended
receiving the waves.

A Ferdr gl

01S9. Marconi’s new invention

HATh T T 74T TfISHR

e An “Englishman” cable from London, dated August 29
states:-

o 29 31TFA FI viged U UIed “gRerdAa” & aR-TEA H Fgl
IATE:-

e Signor Marconi has successfully experimented with a
special loud speaker giving great amplification with enlarged
batteries which magnify sounds without sacrificing quality.

o RTAR A & v Ay aEsEReR F ahAddS
qYeToT fRAT &, S 92T ST & Fgraar ¥ 3t eafa-vatie
SIEToT YT & AT & el hY J0TaT & FHSIAT fohT foaT 3geht clterar

e He believes they can be developed until the voice carries twenty miles.
. Wﬁ%w%%ﬁmﬁm%mmm%%mmmﬁq&mﬁaWI

e He s leaving for Italy in his yacht the “Electra” on September 1 and will carry out a series of
experiments to determine the strength of the beams operating between England and
Canada and England and South Africa in order to increase the efficiency of long distance
transmission and prevent countries for which they are not intended receiving the waves.

o TF 1 UGS Y 379 AT “FAFET T 3ol & TAIT TEATT R @ & 3R STels TUT FeATeT U4 STl
T EfRoT 3rhreRT & T Tarford gle arelt favoTt i afFa aiRa s & forw g=en fr v
AT HYwo1 3T, ATk ofell g & THROT T 8T 618 ST Heb 3T 3T 2T bl SoF AL T ITeet
el U AT ST T, Tl forw 3 31T =1gh &1
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10 years of UPIL: How can it expand
new frontiers for digital payments?

Faster penetration of affordable smartphones and Internet, Aadhaar-based identity framework, and the government’s push to digital payments

created a perfect environment for the exponential growth of UPL making it a volume giant. However; it is not yet a value goliath

NEWS ANALYSIS

Santosh V. Perumal

he Unified Pay-
T ments  Interface
(UPD, celebrating

its tenth anniversary in Au-
gust this year, is unique in
many ways as it democra-
tised technology, altered
consumers spending beha-
viour and elevated India’s
position from a consumer
of global payment technol-
ogies to an exporter of dig-
ital public infrastructure.

Launched in 2016 with
21 banks, UPI is an open-
access platform built by
National Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI). It
now has over 700 lenders,
daily processing about 66
crore transactions - a mil-
estone recognised by the
International ~ Monetary
Fund (IMF).

An ACI Worldwide re-
port said India accounted
for 129.3 billion real-time
payment transactions or
49% of global volume, fol-
lowed by Brazil with 37.4
billion transactions (14%),
Thailand with 20.4 billion
(8%), China with 17.2 bil-
lion (6%) and South Korea
with 9.1 billion (3%).

Volume giant

Faster penetration of affor-
dable smartphones and In-
ternet, Aadhaar-based
identity framework, and
the government’s push to
digital payments created a
perfect environment for

Road ahead: Next decade should focus on

the exponential growth of
UPIL, making it a volume
giant. However, it is not yet
avalue goliath. Officials, di-
rectly and indirectly, view
that a platform handling
trillions of rupees annually
cannot depend indefinitely
on a zero-cost model.

Annual UPI transactions
scaled from just 1.78 crore
in FY17 to more than 24,162
crore in FY26 — nearly a
13,000-fold jump. Value
expanded from ¥0.07 lakh
crore to around ¥314 lakh
crore during the same pe-
riod.

Retail payments ac-
counted for about 81%
UPI's transactions by vol-
ume in FY25, but consti-
tued mere 9-10% of total
value, while systems like

ee

An ACI Worldwide
report said India
accounted for 129.3bn
real-time payment
transactions or 49% of
global volume, followed
by Brazil with 37.4 bn
transactions (14%)

clusion, anybody from a
street hawker or a small
merchant to auto drivers
witha QR code can now ac-
cept digital payments with-
out investing in expensive
point-of-sale  infrastruc-
ture.

Simultaneously, the re-
duced transaction costs
and expanded customer

RTGS d large-val
transfers.
Displaying financial in-

also forced
banks to rethink their tra-
ditional payment revenue

and financial i

models.

UPI’'s main competitors
Brazil’s Pix is the closest
comparison to UPL. Mean-
while, China’s digital pay-
ment revolution was dri-
ven mainly by private
technology platforms -
Ant Group'’s Alipay and
Tencent’s WeChat Pay.

The U.S. payments re-
main dominated by card
networks such as Visa and
Mastercard, along with
bank-based systems like
ACH. The UK. has Faster
Payments, while Singapore
has PayNow. Although UPI
leads in transaction vol-
ume, global acceptance
and merchant integration
are the areas where global
networks have an
advantage.

The payment infrastruc-
ture is fast becoming a key

component of economic
diplomacy. UPI is now op-
erational globally , with
adoption and acceptance
expanding across almost a
dozen countries. The ob-
jective is to facilitate pay-
ments for Indian travellers
and create cross-border
payment connectivity that
can reduce dependence on
traditional correspondent
banking channels. For de-
cades, global payment sys-
tems were dominated by
card networks and closed-
loop platforms.

India — which demon-
strated that a low-cost, in-
teroperable, real-time pay-
ment system could operate
at massive scale — has at-
tracted global interests.
New Delhi has signed digi-
tal public infrastructure
cooperation agreements
with as many as 23 coun-
tries, covering areas such
as digital identity, pay-
ments and data exchange.
Namibia, Peru, South Afri-
ca, Kenya, Rwanda and
other African countries
have had discussions on
adopting India’s digital
payment infrastructure ap-
proach.

Next frontiers

The UPI's first decade
marked building scale,
adoption and trust, which
have been achieved dili-
gently. The next decade
should ideally focus on sus-
tainability, globalisation,
and financial innovation.
The time has come for the
UPI to move beyond its

role as payment gateway
and evolve into a new gen-
eration of embedded fi-
nance, spanning digital
lending, insurance pro-
duets, investments, wealth
management and cross-
border remittances.

Key challenges ahead
The key challenges include
raising transaction limits
and building confidence
among corporates, regula-
tors, and tax authorities.
UPI is now largely used for
low-value person-to-per-
son and merchant pay-
‘ments, with normal tran-
sactions having ¥l lakh per
transaction limit. Select ca-
tegories such as [PO appli-
cations, capital markets,
and tax payments have
higher limits, including up
to %5 lakh in some cases. To
attract large-value flows,
'UPI needs higher merchant
transaction ceilings for ver-
ified businesses, tiered li-
‘mits based on risk profiles,
instead of uniform cap,
corporate  UPI accounts
with maker-checker auth-
entication similar to corpo-
rate internet banking, and
bulk payment capability
for salaries, vendor pay-
ments, GST payments and
government transactions.

Monetisation issues
Monetisation is  unre-
solved. The zero-MDR
(Merchant Discount Rate)
‘model helped adoption but
raises queries on long-term
sustainability for banks
and payment providers.

01S9. 10 years of UPL: How can it expand new frontiers for digital payments?

Tft3ms & 10 av: 75 RBiree seram & av el #1 REar F@ & awarg?

e [Faster penetration of affordable smartphones and Internet, Aadhaar-based identity
framework, and the government’s push to digital payments created a perfect environment
for the exponential growth of UPI, making it a volume giant.

o TFoR T 3R $eRAT 1 g faEaR, maR-3meaRa geare e U BfSree sprarnT #
FGTaT 3 & WIHR & FATAT o FRNITE Y ANy gefer & fov v el ardrearor IR o, o
g AAeT-3ef Y HEAT & AHS A T femer yormrel) =7 aram)

e However, it is not yet a value goliath.

o grollfeh, TE 318N Tk AeT-3 & Hed F ATHA 7 Farermer yorrel 7T o7 I B

e The Unie ed Payments Interface (UPI), celebrating its tenth anniversary in August this
year, is unigue in many ways as it democratised technology, altered consumers spending

behaviour and elevated India’s position from a consumer of global payment technologies to
an exporter of digital public infrastructure.

o 3H AV A H I GHAT qITS FAT TET IIABISS IHTH $eThw (FUI3MMS) F3 g
fafirse B, ifer saer e &t Siergerst =T, 3uslierc3i & cgg-cgaegr & aRafdd far
3R AR T AT &1 SRaw sqararet deifaifenat & susiierdr & BiSea adafas sauvaen &
o & &7 & 3o R

e Launched in 2016 with 21 banks, UPI is an open-access platform built by National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
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21 ot & AT 2016 F YRFS ThaT 14T JUITS, AereTer IATH RN A 3347 (NPCI) ganT
fAfAT v FFa-agT aren AT &

It now has over 700 lenders, daily processing about 66 crore transactions — a milestone
recognised by the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

3 EA 700 W O HUIETT FEATE T §5 & AR g TIATL TT3T 66 HS AA-&eT FATAT
YT §—3E Ueh T 3Ty B, TSI Sarsery Hem 9 (IMF) o 8ff Aegar &1 g1

An ACI Worldwide report said India accounted for 129.3 billion real-time payment
transactions or 49% of global volume, followed by Brazil with 37.4 billion transactions

(14%), Thailand with 20.4 billion (8%), China with 17.2 billion (6%) and South Korea with 9.1
billion (3%).

ACI Worldwide 3 Tah RUIE o 38R, $1Rc & 129.3 3RE RIAWT-HH T Aef-&eT gy, S
ATTF AT TEAT FT 49% AT, ST 91G STToiel H 37.4 I deT-ael (14%), UTsols 7 20.4 IRT
(8%), TIeT 7 17.2 3R (6%) IR GFAUT HINATH 9.1 3R (3%) -G+ §T

V olume giant

A3 T TEAT F AT A QeI gorel

Faster penetration of a ordable smartphones and Internet, Aadhaar-based identity
framework, and the government’s push to digital payments created a perfect environment
for the exponential growth of UPI, making it a volume giant.

et FAEET 3R $etee @1 dig faear, ImuR-3menRa ggan afe aur S sprar #Y
TGTaT &R & THR F TATAT o JUIHTS T it g & o FoIT Teh 317eel arararor R fema, foedy
g JeT-aoT Y TEAT & ATHA H T fa2rmer yormell &7 17|

However, it is not yet a value goliath.
gleilieh, Ig 33T e AeT-&oT & Hed & A H FAATer JorTe 781 &7 9T 3

Oe cials, directly and indirectly, view that a platform handling trillions of rupees annually
cannot depend indee nitely on a zero-cost model.

31TORINAT T gcTeT 311 3r9cTeT T F AT § o 9Taay @&t 94 & JJa-3of ol TATfold il

aTell #He 7T TEIcIRTeT oToh YeI-ARTd Alse W AN 76T 6 FehelT|

Annual UPI transactions scaled from just 1.78 crore in FY17 to more than 24,162 crore in
FY26 — nearly a 13,000-fold jump.

aTfeh T3S AeT-&e7 fa a¥ 2017  shafel 1.78 FUZ U TG faa a¥ 2026 F 24,162 FU5 &

31T g1 773§ S9T$TeT 13,000 AT FEfer ¥
Value expanded from 0.07 lakh crore to around ¥314 lakh crore during the same period.

ST 37aTer o ERIeT SeT-SeT T #Hed 20,07 T FUF J Tgend o187 T314 a1 FU3 81 37|

Retail payments accounted for about 81% UPI’s transactions by volume in FY25, but
constitued mere 9-10% of total value, while systems like RTGS dominate large-value
transfers.

T I 2025 # G AT, VeT-3eT hl HEAT oh IR TR THIHATE F AN 81% AeT-eT & foIT
SRR A, dAfthed el FoT H 31ehT GTHERT Shael 9-10% T, STefeh RTGS Sielt gomferal 13-
e aTel gEATOl 3 Y7 d ¢

Displaying * nancial inclusion, anybody from a street hawker or a small merchant to auto

drivers with a QR code can now accept digital payments without investing in expensive
point-of-sale infrastructure.

ﬁﬁumﬁamaﬁmmg,m@-wmmaﬁaﬂm#aﬂﬁﬁmﬁ
F1S 3 cafard FYAR IS & ATCTH { FE GIge-3HT6-Wer IrqaTaen & fder for e ffoea

3T FAHR T Tl |
Simultaneously, the reduced transaction costs and expanded customer engagement also
forced banks to rethink their traditional payment revenu"
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S T 1, SHeT-&eT I T §§ FFTE I ATgeh AT & RFAR F bl T 379t TRAR
$ATCITeT TSTEd TR YeTTdaR el oh fore off faarer famam|

UPI’'s main competitors

Ttams & werw wiaeedt

Brazil’s Pix is the closest comparison to UPI.
STSAter T Pix, THIATE & T TAehe Jelal1g $ITclTeT HIETH g

Meanwhile, China’s digital payment revolution was driven mainly by private technology
platforms — Ant Group’s Alipay and Tencent’s WeChat Pay.

5@ dra, wieT 1 F3TSTeel $paTelret shifcl HET &9 & Tl st #ei—ve 9 & Alipay 3R
&die & WeChat Pay—e@RT &eiferd g5

The U.S. payments remain dominated by card networks such as Visa and Mastercard, along
with bank-based systems like ACH.

3TATERT T $ITCATeT cFaedT 7 373f) o Visa 3R Mastercard S/ IS wicash & HY-A1I ACH
ST Soh- TR JuTferdl 1 9Ed

The U.K. has Faster Payments, while Singapore has PayNow.

/et 3 Faster Payments g, Stafeh FHImgR & PayNow gl

Although UPI leads in transaction volume, global acceptance and merchant integration
are the areas where global networks have an advantage.

AT A-ST Y EAT & AHS A JUI3TS 37370 §, Afehet AR Thawrdan ik samaRes
9fasaTaAT & THIHIOT & 8131 H Jfaeh sicash! #f g¢d Ied g |

The payment infrastructure is fast becoming a key component of economic diplomacy.
ST HAEAT ol I A Fealfer 1 Teh JHW T delell ol 81 8

UPI is now operational globally , with adoption and acceptance expanding across almost a
dozen countries.

TRHTS 379 ATeh T T IR H § 3R o187 T goted ol 7 3 HTTTe AT SHRT
THHRIAT & AEAR &Y W g

The objective is to facilitate payments for Indian travellers and create cross-border
payment connectivity that can reduce dependence on traditional correspondent banking
channels.

ST 3E0YT AR AFAFT & TV 39T T GratTsieteh il 3R O HAT-IR ST FIh
YT T AT 8, S IRURF FTTeac SfhT AreTAT 9X fAIRar 3 a2 aoh |

For decades, global payment systems were dominated by card networks and closed-loop
platforms.

ERIehT cieh ATReeh $[ITcTleT YONTerdl TR F18 Aeawhi FR Fellss-ag FHdl I a<ed G|
India — which demonstrated that a low-cost, interoperable, real-time payment system
could operate at massive scale — has attracted global interests.

R & Ig YR fora foh e omaret arel, 3fa-ararereia AR RIrer-er# sgararer qorrelt 3icdd
Yo TR W 1T & Tohdll §—3H 3TeiTed of a1deh oidl TehiNd ol gl

New Delhi has signed digital public infrastructure cooperation agreements with as many
as 23 countries, covering areas such as digital identity, payments and data exchange.

3 feoell &Y 23 &eif & 1 3fSee S U WA FHSAAY W gTaeR fFr g, o
f3foree v, ST sit 3er fafoera S i wfFEafoa €

Namibia, Peru, South Africa, Kenya, Rwanda and other African countries have had
discussions on adopting India’s digital payment infrastructure approach.

AT, 9%, SFRroT YT, T, TATST 3R 31 3ThIhT St o #1ReT & TS sperarer
ITHTIAT §ISCHIVT T 3T & Faer 7 T4 & §
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Next frontiers

A FHTEATT

The UPI's « rst decade marked building scale, adoption and trust, which have been
achieved diligently.

JRNITS & Tgel a2 H SATIahaT, Triar 3R Rrear & fAwor ox gor far aran, foeg
aRAYES red foham aram g

The next decade should ideally focus on sustainability, globalisation, and ¢ nancial
innovation.

379Te) R H 37162 T & FeRdT, dediwor 3 el e 9t eare shiga fonar S anfg |

The time has come for the UPI to move beyond its role as payment gateway and evolve into
a new generation of embedded ¢ -nance, spanning digital lending, insurance products,
investments, wealth management and cross-border remittances.

379 HAG 3T IATE o TS $TaTeT e & T H 91T $7fHeT & T 9¢ 3R w38 BrEay
75 N & &7 7 A g, oad Bfees %or, fiw 3cure, A, ufy yaue ik darar
1-9vor AFEATAT gl

Key challenges ahead

3 Y yoAE gotfaar

The key challenges include raising transaction limits and building cone dence among
corporates, regulators, and tax authorities.

Y@ Al H A3 Y AT qg1a 3R FRURT FEATat, frammat aur v st &
1 TeaTd &1 S#ATOT T SiEATT B

UPI is now largely used for low-value person-to-person and merchant payments, with
normal transactions having ¥1 lakh per transaction limit.

TAAT H JHNHTS FT 3T HET T W FA 7T T SATFT-Q-eqTFd AN SATIRE $oreATeT &
ToIT foRaT SITAT § TUT AT S-S o T 9fd deT-ger T1 o <y diar fAuTiRa g1

Select categories such as IPO applications, capital markets, and tax payments have
higher limits, including up to %5 lakh in some cases.

TSI g, Yot areRY 3R F sperar Sl Giver AT & fow 3w @A HuiRa §,
ST o AreTell 7 T5 A T 1 diar aieEAfad B

To attract large-value « ows, UPI needs higher merchant transaction ceilings for verie ed
businesses, tiered limits based on risk proe les, instead of uniform cap, corporate UPI
accounts with maker-checker authentication similar to corporate internet banking, and bulk

payment capability for salaries, vendor payments, GST payments and government
transactions.

T3-HEF AT UT-ATE 1 T el o T TS I Fea1iied STaardT 8 AR el -t
&1 3T GIATHT, THAATT ITAHITHA WAT & T R AfEA-NBE R IR Aofiaey ST,
HNINT FTIAC ATHaT o AT AT THTONHIOT dTel HIART TS TIAT AT IaeT, Faswelt
ST, SHTHEY $ITATeT 3R FIFRY AT-&T o T YTeh AT &THAT Y AT ¢ |

Monetisation issues

HAIHIOT § HaOT Ao

Monetisation is unresolved.

HANHIOT T HegT 3787 o HeTgolet &1

The zero-MDR (Merchant Discount Rate) model helped adoption but raises queries on
long-term sustainability for banks and payment providers.
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What two districts can teach us
about dealing with rural waste

Worldwide, around 27 billion [“lpl do not have their waste collected. and of them 2 billion live in rural areas. an analysis
age waste, they dump it on land or in rivers, streams, and seas, or burn it, a major concern in India
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MATULUBENGALURU
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ed their waste for the first time.
‘The truck made a 390-km journey lasting
over 12 hours to scrap dealers in Tezpur,
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Behind these efforts lay months of
preparation, creative ways of financing,
and a growing awareness that waste was
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“Data does not exist’
‘The country produces 1.7 lakh tonnes of
waste every day, per the Central Pollution
Control Board. Of this, 22% ends up in
Tandiills and 17% is unaccounted for.
Activists groups and experts have said
data on rural waste are simply not

the UN Environment

Upper Siang,
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exisy”sad Siddharth Singh, pmmm:m
Today, in190120 | Data show a rise in per-capita committee chaired by a Circle Officer and
Gorcular mem\ el panchayats despite the locals facing aLama an influential religious leader) as

solid waste management and data
collection, nd

floods and erasion, Mr. Gogo said.

A community-led model

expenses, but they rarely do the needful,
Mr. Singh added.

mountainous
villages of Tawang, there was no escape
for garbage.

ollect

Earlier this month, the Supreme Court
i d

which also results in more waste;

e the village level, a gaon bura

aperts aid that while Tood.

h)gge mum almost all of
which are ‘wrapped in plasticy’
have ‘penetrated the remotest

committees that draf waste management
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flee of £50. Shops and cafes pay 2100.

todoor wouldn' ok | rural markety’ waste
Solid Waste Management Rules 2026, The | scattered, Alifa Zibran, senior project bas
cgulatory nges
benotified, staffed, and provided with the | Project, Further and Beyond Foundation,
ot led MRFs in

necessary

Data sn'm. arise in per-capta spending

waste said.
Instead, in 2024, through the Project,

Gobuk in Upper Siang.
Here, 12 full time MRF operators and

in India
also results in more waste.

ool beverage, el aré cc
hygiene products — everything is
‘wrapped in plastics or pror layered
packaging,” Mr. Singh said. “These goods
have penetrated the remotest rural
markets.

Waste management has not, however.
Worldwide, around 2. billion people
do not have their waste collected — and of
them 2 billion live in rural areas, an

analysis by the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) found.

and seas, or they burn it which is a major
concernin
“In Majuli, people used to throw the
wast i theirheds o n the ive Bojen
Pepu Mol ocal, . When'k
ar, the river carried the
—— away”

For centuries, organic waste was used
to feed livestock or as manure. But more
plastics and other non-biodegradable
‘materials have led to a mixed waste today,
which is harder to decompose.

Mapdrsasni

Alakesh Gogol, District Officia, S
Bt Mo and o Pl e
‘Engineering

Collection Facilities (CMCFs) in 19.0f 20

g
together to pilot a community led model
of waste management in Chullyy in Keyi
Panyor district. Within two yeurs the
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perform the secondary sorting, into 35
categories.
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First and last mile

Majuli’ 1,67 lakh people are served by 37

sanitation workers and 19 sorting staff.
Mridul Das, 38, from Silakola is one of

e Mot peogle sqzrquu their waste,

he said. “But

stored at MRFs. More than 20 b

Ewr) howschald s responsible for
segregating biodegradable and

revenue of 23,53 lakh.

in most of the 160 villages between 2017
and 2022. However, neither were these tin
sheds used nor were the workers

Villages gather during a waste-collection drivein Taksang, Zemithang Circe, Tawang District. Toksang s
11

non-biodegradable waste. They store it in
their homes. And then once a month, the

Monthly fee
Per the UNEP, the most expensive step in

there may be 30 m.q-u give mixed

Recently, Mr. Cay.r] s department and
the Panchayat and Rural Development
Department purchased 21 e-vehicles —
including the one Mr. Das drives —and 15
tricycles, and approved funds for the
collection crew.

‘The transportation cost to recyclers is
high in rural areas because the waste
travels farther, Mr. Singh said, rendering
the task less attractive for scrap dealers.
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“Show a way'
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i 1L
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A
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report on plastic waste management,
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i that pr quickly
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St Nt e bog i fenge ] oo s gather waste, | pril ® is not di ed, howev e 2024,

v
‘manpower.

segregat and sort it into 22 categories. Some even Majuli has collected 824 tonnes of waste
Smitaneously,the logstis of Fringes Project and hus prevented it from ending up in
‘managing the non-biodegradable waste Sofar, 26 villages that are part of the ied with
. M; " project 150 sanitation d
Thi ‘staffing, a 5 d collected 30 tonnes | collection. way. A model where rural waste
i mmmngi of waste. tomaterial | fnancialy sustainable,the community | management can work.
g MRP), sites in hasset dent fellow at the
material collection facilties; and finding | Zemithang, Lumia and independent Climate Change Media Hub, Asian College
recyclers. s received, sorted, There fically, of Journalism. (mhmajain@gmail.com)

01S9. 01S9. What two districts can
teach us about dealing with rural
waste

ATHIOT IGTAST gaeraT & Haer 3 2y orer
&4 7 RET gaa &

e On April 30, 2025, Bibhash Bormedhi
looked on as a tonne of waste left Majuli on a
boat across the Brahmaputra river.

30 39, 2025 FI TTHTT IRAGE! o o foh T
T HURISE TEATH 7] o IR A1d F Aol §

ST of ST 77|

o “This was the first time the waste from
Majuli crossed the Brahmaputra, instead of
being dumped into the river,” Mr. Bormedhi,
Project Manager at waste management non-
profit Sahaas, which led the initiative, said.

“Tg Tgoll SR AT ST ATl T AT ALY 7 heh
STl & SIS SEHYS & IR of ST 9141, $ gl
T Ticfcd el dTel ITASE FarereT IN-ATHBRY
TS FEH & TRV Fartra AT SR o
el

e On Independence Day 2024, in
Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang District, villagers

from Zemithang Circle sent away 4.4 tonnes of
garbage in a lorry.

2024 & TIIFAT Ead IR, UM T2l & dareT
Srer 7 SAfFemer aférer & Aol o 4.4 & FaT
T AT & FT|

e Nestled in the folds of the Himalaya,

between 6,900 feet and 8,000 feet high, they
had segregated their waste for the first time.

fE#ATer & qd - J@elt3it & i< 6,900 B &
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8,000 e dY FATS T S SoT ATHIUN ¥ Igell IR 3TeT ITATRAST ST I7eTeT-37cl9T fohaT M|

e The truck made a 390-km journey lasting over 12 hours to scrap dealers in Tezpur, Assam.
T o1 3EH o TR [ T SATIRAT T Tg o=t o forw 390 fpaiieie r amr 1, o 12
e ¥ 30w AT 9|

o Behind these efforts lay months of preparation, creative ways of financing, and a growing
awareness that waste was becoming a mounting problem in the remotest corners of India.

SoT 9Tl & NS JAGAT I Y, FAANor & TeTeA® dadidh, 3R I8 Tod) JIRRRehar oY 6 9Ra
o Gegait &1a1 ¥ 87 3TRASE Ueh 38T FHEAT FTcll 51T TET T

‘Data does not exist’

e The country produces 1.7 lakh tonnes of waste every day, per the Central Pollution Control
Board.

HOTT FNOT fAGTOT SIS o 3TAR, U H 9 e 1.7 o e 3qfAse Seea gia ¢ |

e Ofthis, 22% ends up in landfills and 17% is unaccounted for.
0T T 22% mﬁsﬁmﬁq@m%m 17% T FIE AWT-AET ST 781 &

e Activists groups and experts have said data on rural waste are simply not counted at all.
SRS & FHgl IR FAATAT  Fgr & o ameior raflrse F waflre sifawst ¥ arorar @ 78t 1
STt |

o “Waste data for rural areas doesn't exist,” said Siddharth Singh, programme manager, Solid
Waste Management and Circular Economy, Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), New
Delhi.

TIdRRAHT (CSE) H 31 9IS Yatret va YR Hdeqaw 1 & FishA Jaue faeurd g
el

e Urban and rural local bodies are tasked with solid waste management and data collection,
including volumes and expenses, but they rarely do the needful, Mr. Singh added.

A g & 31T gt T ergdY 3k aretor eurily Rt ) 31g 3r9fIse gyaee gt 3T AET 3K
Y AR 3Ths Thd el T Glidcd TIT ITAT &, oifeheT I TS & HI 3MaTH HIT A B |

e Earlier this month, the Supreme Court pulled up the Union and State governments for not
institutionalising the Solid Waste Management Rules 2026.

S AN T YB3 A, Halfed ~Ia1e o« SN IIRASE Jareret fzsy, 2026 T GEATITT &9 76T
ot & fow shg 31 I AXHRT F FehR s |

e The court ordered that regulatory bodies must be notified, staffed, and provided with the
necessary infrastructure to function effectively.

rTery & 31meer & o feramares foverrat &6t srftrg e R S, 3o smaeas ety iy
frgfara & ST 3l 37 worrlt Sor F FE T F AT ITARTAF HTETAT IU FAE AT

e Data show arise in per-capita spending in India’s rural areas.
3SR & amafioT & wfy s s ¥ gef aefd &

e More consumption also results in more waste.

37T ITANET A 3178 319fse Y 3cuea1 BT &

o “Food, beverages, personal care or hygiene products — almost everything is wrapped in
plastics or multi-layered packaging,” Mr. Singh said.

A g o &g, “@ed qard, 97 uery, SfFderd c@HTer A1 Faead] e SCUTE—elaTsTaT & IE]
wmma'g'-mﬂwﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁaﬁ?ﬁ%l”
e “These goods have penetrated the remotest rural markets.”

“geT eI T TET WA I ATAOT AARY T & 7S B
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Waste management has not, however.

RGUCH mmﬁmaﬁaﬁq‘g’aw@%‘l

Worldwide, around 2.7 billion people do not have their waste collected — and of them 2
billion live in rural areas, an analysis by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) found.

TYeFT TSE TATI0T H1sha (UNEP) o Teh TARRINOT oh 3R, TARGIR # STe197 2.7 31 wlelt &
HYTASE T Hag AT Fham ST, 3R 5737 I 2 3R AT Ireior 8= F e &

Where people cannot manage waste, they dump it on land or in rivers, streams, and seas, or
they burn it, which is a major concern in India.

STET o197 JATRISE T FeereT LT Y 9T, Igl J 3 S{fA 0T AT AT, STererrait 3 wagel & e
& €, 31YaT ST & §, S 91k 7 b w31 ieqr b1 A g

“In Majuli, people used to throw the waste in their fields or in the river,” Brojen Pegu, a Majuli
local, said.

AT & TATAY AT SToleT 99 ¥ heT, “HATelell # ST IARISE I 3qal Wl AT e & S forar
T g

“When it flooded every year, the river carried the waste away.”

‘SIS gX ¥ a1¢ AT oY, df AT 39 39fAST FI F@TE of Sty AT

For centuries, organic waste was used to feed livestock or as manure.

afedt & St sraflrse o1 suer a3 A RAere a1 @re & &9 7 61 ST @1

But more plastics and other non-biodegradable materials have led to a mixed waste today,
which is harder to decompose.

AfereT 3178 AT & canfEes 31X 377 -39 IqgeT gerat & wroT 3t FAfST 3mfse
3T 81 IAT &, T HenT 3TTeed 31T i g

Majuli’s method

ATsTelt r geufa

Alakesh Gogoi, District Official, Swachh Bharat Mission and the Public Health Engineering
Department, said his department built the Central Material Collection Facilities (CMCFs) in
19 of 20 panchayats and mini-collection facilities in most of the 160 villages between 2017
and 2022.

Ta=o AR AL 3R ot Tareey 3fAIifFr faamT & e 3Ry 3rerher s o et 5
3oTeh faremmaT ¥ 2017 & 2022 & v 20 # § 19 Tarat # ST AT Fagor AL (CMCFs)
31 160 aidT & & 3TRIehTer H T-HIUGOT AT T1fie il

However, neither were these tin sheds used nor were the workers mobilised.

gTelifeh, o dY o7 fat A=Y 1 3qANer o o 3R 7 & we=niAt i wfva fFar )

In 2024, Sahaas teamed up with the departments, he said.

3egiel heT foh 2024 & WTEH o Waftrar farsmmant & wrer Frersh 1o e o v |

A waste management system needs several other components besides CMCFs, according to
Mr. Bormedhi.

A SRACET o ITAR, Teh HITASE Jaerer Jorrelt & fIT CMCFs o 31TaRerd &g 31w Teehi hr

3TALTHAT BT g

Community participation goes hand-in-hand with operationalising collection and
transportation.

eI amaert 3rdfse Hargor 3R aRase it Frafifead e & HI-H Tolcll B

Village leaders, homestay and hotel owners, schools and self-help groups participated in
awareness programmes, and handed out bags for storage and segregation.

e Aanst, A AR gea mfor!, Rearerat auT Faa FerIar Wl A SRTERSAT HRIEAT A
et fora 31 HSROT T gerareior & fav dor faaRa fru

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page43



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Simultaneously, the logistics of managing the non-biodegradable waste was fine-tuned, Mr.
Bormedhi said.

# IRAET ¥ FagT ok a1 &), -7 rqaerT 3raflrse & gaea Y [We yaT YT H ) TAAT
|

This included funding, staffing, and training sanitation workers; arranging for vehicles for
transport; operating the material collection facilities; and finding recyclers.

5a# Ramatyor, FAaRat  gfFa sk Taoear sirat w1 wfveor, aRags & fo g &
SYGEYT, WA FIUGOT GIAEM3HT T FelTeleT; H YeTeIshUTehel 1311 hT ToTer e QAo |
Today, garbage is collected in 19 of 20 panchayats despite the locals facing floods and
erosion, Mr. Gogoi said.

A M = gl 7 31T 20 H @ 19 TUrRIdt H F9 T FRAT ATAT &, STafoh TAHT 9T i 51g
3R Fera T AHAT HIAT ISAT & |

A community-led model
HHGTI-sefca aTaT Alsel

In the land-locked and mountainous villages of Tawang, there was no escape for garbage.
qareT & Fasey T 93l 1fat 7 FAR & forw aTex el &7 I T er ATl

Having sanitation workers collect garbage from door to door wouldn’t work here because the
settlements are scattered, Alifa Zibrani, senior project coordinator with Himalayan Fringes
Project, Further and Beyond Foundation, a non-profit focused on community-led waste
management, said.

BATIIT fharg Mioiare, Bl U3 [l B33 dhT ass TRATSTAT GHeddeh Torhr fSisei, St
WA -AJcd AT HITASE YT TR e Ueh IR-CITThRY HEUTE, = gl Toh TgT Taesll shiadt
EART ER-ER ST HaRT Ueha il SRR 8T 81T, WW%‘@%@%%I

Instead, in 2024, through the Project, local officials and village leaders came together to pilot
a community-led model of waste management in Chullyu in Keyi Panyor district.

% S99, 2024 F 57 IRAIST & ATETH T TYNT FfAFNAT 33T amer aAansit o v ary
3T I TR fSTel o oo H GHET-widcd dTel 3UTRISE Fatisl Higel T YA &9 &
HaTeleT fohaT|

Within two years, the model had been adopted by a third of Tawang district and parts of Keyi
Panyor and Upper Siang districts as well.

ar st & IR, S ASH HI daeT forek & Tah-fagrs R d2r FRIT 7R 3R 3R f&=per et &
T Rl & ot 3= S T |

“Every household is responsible for segregating biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste.
‘T IRER 39 rqueT 3T 33t srqaeT srafise FY 3T #3a & v FeERr
They store it in their homes.

T 5 YA R H AT IS § |

And then once a month, the community comes together and segregates the waste on a

‘collection day’,” Tashi Dondhup, additional deputy commissioner, Lumla Circle, which
adopted the model as well, said.

3R Y AR & T IR WHETT THA g1aT § AR “HIeor aw uX rafIse Y 3rerr FaAr,”
STHCT Hichel & HTAREFT SURIeFC AN SigT o g, fSTH= 50 Hisel 1 8 AL |

“We don’t have any sanitation workers.

TAR U &S Faoadl HAT A8 o

Every village organises a collection day called Swachchata Divas (Cleanliness Day),” Ms.
Zibrani said.

A TSI o FgT, “Tcdh T FTaeadT §ad (Swachchata Divas) ATH® Teh TIg fgad
Imfad Farg!l”
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A designated location in the village becomes the collection and sorting point, where “residents
gather with sacks full of waste, and sort it into 22 categories.

3Niq # T TiRd T FIgoT AR Sl g a1 SITdT &, el “fAardl ok & R IR ol Teha
a1 & 3R 38 22 ATOT & 37erer-37eT L B

Some even clean the streets along the way.”

FO ST TE # TEH A qwS o S

So far, 26 villages that are part of the project have organised more than 150 Swachchata
Divas and collected 30 tonnes of waste.

37T T, IRIANSTAT & AT 26 AT o 150 A 3w Faeadr feaw 3mafaa fFe g stk 30 e

FIU THT FATR

The waste is taken to material recovery facilities (MRF), sites in Zemithang, Lumla and
Daporijo where it is received, sorted, and processed.

e T WA Gewifeer glaensit (MRF) 3 o ST St &; 3 ST, ofF7elr 3R saiis
fera dg &, STel e & ured fvar Sirdr &, ofer srar € 3 gared B srar gl

There are also smaller community-led MRFs in Chullyu and Gobuk in Upper Siang.

IR T o Foog 3R Mg A Bl ARIEAF-Agca ara MRF 87 &l

Here, 12 full-time MRF operators and dozens of women from self-help groups perform the
secondary sorting, into 35 categories.

Igl, 12 qotehifas MRF Sa1es 3R T8 HerICT TEH i goleil ATGel Her FI gfdcideh Serg
FIAT 8, ToTe 59 35 AforY & faentaa forar Sar gl

The locals also wash and dry sanitary napkins and diapers, which are also stored at MRFs.
AT o7 Aferedy Aufehet 3R SR 1 8l et gardl €, foiee MRF # & Farfea fohar Srar &1

More than 20 tonnes have been sold to recyclers, generating a revenue of ¥3.53 lakh.

20 T & TS FHERT GeTUshUThc 1311 ohl ST 51T T &, %m@ﬂ.sswwmqw-rgm%l
Monthly fee
AfAF ek

Per the UNEP, the most expensive step in the waste management chain is collection: in the
form of crew wages, vehicle fuel and maintenance, insurance, and other indirect costs.

UNEP & 38, 3qfRISC Yetrel 4ol F Had HEaN TR0T HAGOT &, Forast hidt & acte, arget
F Sy 3R TW@rE, NAT TAT 3T 3TTeT T nfAeT &1

A recent CSE report on plastic waste management, which Mr. Singh co-authored, also found
that primary collection and transportation account for the bulk of costs in Indian cities.

cofEesh 3UfRIse Yatrel I CSE & giferar Rare, foas gg-oas 4 &g o §, & 3g o grar =
o aRelrr 2t F A Wargor iR aRager oX ool ST 1 JTRRII EEAT 7 g g |

The report examined the case of rural Dharamshala, where nearly 50% of the primary
collection cost was attributed to manpower.

QS 7 ATHIOT GaRATET & ATHC T 37T TR 31T, ST ITA RS FIGOT AT ST TTHIT 50%

T AT FTeeT W e g3 A

The Himalayan Fringes Project eliminated the costs associated with sanitation workers and
door-to-door collection.

Himalayan Fringes Project o Taesdl &2t 3R 8R-EX STt el HIAgoT A ST ofaTcil &t
TSI T el

And to keep the operations financially sustainable, the community has set up accountability
and independent financing mechanisms.

3R FTeret ot AT ¥ § ez 910 1@a o fAw, goer o srarader iR Faas fRadror ax
Ty fhe gl
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e Specifically, each region has a central committee chaired by a Circle Officer and a Lama (an
influential religious leader) as secretary.

fIAT FT A, A 817 7 U Fw afAfa &, ot sreaerar ves afet sl wa & 3R v
SATHT (TSR i A s8F T gl B

e Atthevillage level, a gaon bura (village head) and a treasurer lead the committees that draft
waste management policies, and set the rules, responsibilities, and fines.

311 o T OR, Teh IMTq T (ITH TETeT) 3R Ueh rezreT 3o AT 7 aiqged 9 &, S
39S gareret SN sr T AR el § aur fg#, saverfica ik Ja RuiRa s 8
e They meet every quarter.
T I diel At A T R S5 A & 1
o Households are asked to pay a monthly fee of ¥50.
IRART & ¥50 HT AR Yo ool o [T FHgl AT T
e Shops and cafes pay ¥100.
geret 3R S & 2100 forar ST &

o “Money is the biggest problem to run such a system,” Deewan Mara, former Zemithang Circle
Officer, now officer and district magistrate, Daporijo, and a State Silver Medal winner for his
work on managing waste, said.

SRS & aciaTeT 31T T fotelm Afoieee, SATAYTT & qa Hidher JTRHRT T JaRISE Tt
& 1 & foIT TSI ISTd Ueah UTod el aTel GIdaTel FART of hel, “UT SHIEAT T FaTfold et
T 9 93 FAEAT B

First and last mile

wuH 3 sifas e

e Majuli's 1.67 lakh people are served by 37 sanitation workers and 19 sorting staff.
AT T 1.67 AT ATETEY I 37 Fqeoal Hiarat 3R 19 Ser§ Feiaiat qary Fard ver
ST &

e Mridul Das, 38, from Silakola is one of them.

TRretrehTe & 38 a¥iT Fgel &R 318 A T &

e Most people segregate their waste, he said.

Sogiel gl foh TR AT 3T HaX Sl ITTIT-3eTIT i & |

e “Butin every 100 households there may be 30 who still give mixed waste.

“afehe] Iedeh 100 IRART H STT87T ++30 URaGR UH &1 Fehd & o1t 3790 o FAfAg v & €

e Theydon't listen.”

I ST 181 AAd |

o Recently, Mr. Gogoi’s department and the Panchayat and Rural Development Department
purchased 21 e-vehicles — including the one Mr. Das drives — and 15 tricycles, and
approved funds for the collection crew.

gTel &1 &, AT 9N o fasamer Far gt st 3iR amedior faer AT o 21 §-aga—oieTe ag
areeT o eanfder & T8 A g gond §—31R 15 faafgar arger @l gor dargor g & fav g
T |

e The transportation cost to recyclers is high in rural areas because the waste travels farther,
Mr. Singh said, rendering the task less attractive for scrap dealers.

sﬁﬁ?ﬁw%ﬁmaﬁﬁgﬂéﬁvﬁﬁhﬁﬁmﬁaﬁﬁmmmm%,
FLieh TR I 31T gl o el ISl &, TSTad Ig e halls TR o [T et 3rehden g
Sargl

e Ms. Zibrani said it costs ¥45,000 to send one truckload of waste from Arunachal Pradesh to
Assam.
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AT TS o gt T 3120 Wl § 3THH deh Ush ¢ah haT HoTel H 45,000 T AT 31T
gl

¢ Initially, the locals in Tawang volunteered their vehicles for collection.
IR #, AT & TATAT AN o1 FIGUT & folT TATST H 3T qTgeT 3Tele8] T |

o But over time, the project’s success drew the attention of Senior State government officials,
who donated a truck.

AfeheT AT & AT, IRATSTAT T Beldl o Vo WHR & TS HTARTRAT T €A1 Ih T
o, [Segiet Ueh gah 1ot foham|

e Yet the cost of fuel and driver is still Rs 20,000 per trip, she added.
3egiel 31T3Y gt o T &Y ST 31 aTeres Y amera wfar =T 220,000 &1

e Apart from this, some two tonnes of multi-layered plastics were sent to a processing plant
at Lhou in Jang sub-division, where it was used to make paver blocks, Mr. Dondhup said.

3 37T, wmamag-mwmmsq-ﬁgaé?mﬁmwwmﬁ
ST 1T, STE1 SHRT 3TN 4aT selleh oiled o foIT foharm ara, A Sieya = g |

‘Show a way’
‘e T @’
e Between April 2025 and May 2026, Majuli transferred 16.78 tonnes of waste and earned
%1.47 lakh.
3 2025 3R 7§ 2026 & e, AN =1 16.78 ToT Fa eI Rcl [ohaT 3R 1.47 AT 31foid
IEayl

e Mr. Bormedhi said there have been three boat transfers, which are expensive, so now Majuli
sells its waste to local scrap dealers as well.

A IRACK 7 gl T 319 oo et ATal F ATeTH F Fa¥ FT IRGeeT Far g, s A g,
SATAT 374 ATSTel 37T HeRT TATEAY Hellg SAIRET T 87 ST B |

o However, there have been no takers for black polythene and textile scrap, and Majuli’s
long-defunct plastics management facility is undergoing repairs.

gTcllfeh, FTeY GieheleT AR FUST FaTg o ToIT IS TSR LT AT & 3R AN HT ol F7F & 5
U Colfee Jaie Giaem h #AT T ST @ 2|

e Many CMCEFs are also filling up quickly.
S CMCFs #T doll & FR I 81

e According to Mr. Singh, it is not uncommon to find rural collection facilities filled to the brim
with baled waste, and with few takers.

A1 T8g & AR, ATHAOT HAGOT JIAL3i 7 TSdaey FaX F T a¥F 7 A&7 3R 36 fow
g HH TSR AT A e B

e Mr. Bormedhi is not discouraged, however.
REIES A aRACF 3O fascaed el g

e Since 2024, Majuli has collected 82.4 tonnes of waste and thus prevented it from ending up
in the Brahmaputra and the ocean, he said.

3glel el foh 2024 @ AN o 82.4 T FaT Teh halT § AR 58 YR 38 SEAYS wAcr T
T A 9T A

e “All we are trying to do is to show a way.
“GH Shaol T TEdT @ T 9ITH T T &

¢ A model where rural waste management can work.”

Ueh UET AT, STT ATHOT I7qfRASe YarereT T8ird) &1 & Frf Y T |
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span
India’s power infrastructure is emerging
as a big threat to vultures

hereas for many decades the chief
w concern about vulture safety was
centered on chemical threats, the
threat of electrocution posed by India’s expand-
ing power infrastructure may supersede it. In the
1990s, India’s vultures suffered one of the world’s
worst population crashes, nosediving 99.5% by
2007 from a high of around four crore in the
1980s; the white-rumped, Indian, and slender-
billed vultures were nearly wiped out. The cul-
prit was diclofenac, a painkiller for cattle that
wrecks vulture kidneys. The government banned
the use of diclofenac, with additional bans in
2023 to mitigate threats posed by aceclofenac
and ketoprofen, among some other NSAIDs. The
birds’ decline left carcasses exposed for longer,
supporting feral dog populations and leading to
rabies outbreaks; a 2024 study in American Eco-
nomic Review estimated that human mortality
thus rose 4% and the associated damages cost In-
dia $69.4 billion a year. While electrocution has
not become as deadly as NSAIDs have been, the
fragility of the vulture population and the prolif-
eration of unsafe power infrastructure warrant
early action. One official survey reported in 2025
that vultures were nesting at only 50% of their
historic nesting sites. It is no trivial detail that the
raptors’ wide wingspans mean a large individual
can contact two conductors at once. They also
have a habit of perching on elevated structures,
are attracted to open landscapes, and have incen-
tives to congregate where the availability of food
is predictable, a risk enhanced by people dump-
ing food waste around electrical installations.
As The Hindu reported based on a recent study
in the Journal of Threatened Taxa, “relocating a
livestock carcass dump 2.4 km away from high-
tension power infrastructure near Uttarakhand’s
Dehradun may have saved these large scavengers
from ... electrocution”. An assessment prepared
for the State Climate Resilient Power System De-
velopment Project also noted an Egyptian vulture
and some steppe eagles had been electrocuted
on medium-voltage, rather than high-voltage,
lines. Research has noted that persistent mortal-
ity due to electrocution alone could render a lo-
cal population extinct. Avian electrocution is also
likely under-documented in India since dead
birds can be removed by humans or scavenged.
As the study indicated, one inexpensive solution
is to separate vulture feeding sites from power in-
frastructure. Other measures to protect raptors,
and even other birds, especially near settle-
ments, include insulating conductors, increasing
the gap between energised and grounded com-
ponents or otherwise preventing a bird from
bridging them — non-trivial considering vulture
wingspans — and installing safe perches.

FHLAT TS|

01S9. Deadly span
gTa% 9@-faTdarR

e Whereas for many decades the chief concern about vulture
safety was centered on chemical threats, the threat of electrocution
posed by India’s expanding power infrastructure may supersede it.

STafeh g ereht cfeh AT Y FI&TT &l oieht HE TRIaT IARITeTeh TeRl oY
hferc T 2, 817 & fardR @1 Rgger srawaet & 3cde faegdrard
T @A 379 388 7 317 3780 g HahelT &1

e |nthe 1990s, India’s vultures suffered one of the world’s worst
population crashes, nosediving 99.5% by 2007 from a high of around
four crore in the 1980s; the white-rumped, Indian, and slender-billed
vultures were nearly wiped out.

1990 & & H, R & Feeil T ITaeT 7 gferar hr de@ #fiwor FRraet
H O TP W 915, AT 1980 & E2AH F I R FUS o 3T Tk F TTal
2007 T 99.5% i 81 918; Hha-9es arel, AR 3R Tefelr-aiier arer

foTeer efaTerer GATCT &1 aTv|
e The culprit was diclofenac, a painkiller for cattle that wrecks
vulture kidneys.

SHHT HEY HRUT SgFalhetr AT, S HIRAAT & AT ygeret vah & foramen
g & 3R eyt i frzalt 1 a8 axfer gl &1

e The government banned the use of diclofenac, with additional
bans in 2023 to mitigate threats posed by aceclofenac and
ketoprofen, among some other NSAIDs.

TR o SSFellthalleh & 3UANT GT Qe o1 fem, a2 2023 &
THFANFAF FR FEWHT T $S 3T NSAIDS & Seee TRl I
FH T & faw 3faRed gfaser seme|

e The birds’ decline left carcasses exposed for longer, supporting
feral dog populations and leading to rabies outbreaks; a 2024 study in
American Economic Review estimated that human mortality thus rose
4% and the associated damages cost India $69.4 billion a year.

el YTETT Y FT & FRTde o HROT gR[3i & 0d 3178 qorg s goI &
3 3¢, fIa HTaRT i Y AT 1 sgrar f7em 3R 36 & g9 gv;
American Economic Review H JehTTRIcT 2024 & Teh 3T o 3eTHTeT
aw%sﬂé?qﬁwmmqﬂmﬂa?ﬁ4%aﬁracaﬁ§s‘aﬁisﬂﬁ
et &1fa & FROT R ot 9fr a¥ 69.4 3R ST A 31T 9T qgaT

e While electrocution has not become as deadly as NSAIDs have been, the fragility of the
vulture population and the proliferation of unsafe power infrastructure warrant early action.

gTellieh fAedTENd 373 s NSAIDs fSId=TT Tieh =7el §317 &, wifeheT et i 3mamdY i A1
ferfer 3R 3rRTETT faeg e 3raaaeT & Fed AR I S8 §U AAT e FRATE HIAT 3T

gl

¢ One official survey reported in 2025 that vultures were nesting at only 50% of their historic

nesting sites.

2025 # erIfId Ueh 3nfemies adaTor ¥ aarar a1 fo R 319+ efaefas aiae aeret arer
TS 7 & dhdel 50% FATAT 9 & il T 3 A

e ltis no trivial detail that the raptors’ wide wingspans mean a large individual can contact two

conductors at once.
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TE IS AN 2 81 ¢ Toh RIS ufarat & faegd Ta@-fATdar & $HRUT Teh o137 faer T g
A 7 & faggd areet & W9F 7 I FHAT 5
They also have a habit of perching on elevated structures, are attracted to open landscapes,

and have incentives to congregate where the availability of food is predictable, a risk
enhanced by people dumping food waste around electrical installations.

ST TTETat &ht 3vell T3 o) 3= T 37TercT o 8ich €, & Gol §-g2aT T 3R 3TV g & 3%
STET 8iISTeT shT SUcTstrdT JiATRE glchl &, T8I Ueh 8l I Igf Tl &; e gfasamit &
HTHITH AT GaRT WIeT TITRISE thehet T g SNTEA 3R g€ AT |

As The Hindu reported based on a recent study in the Journal of Threatened Taxa, “relocating
a livestock carcass dump 2.4 km away from high tension power infrastructure near
Uttarakhand’s Dehradun may have saved these large scavengers from ... electrocution”.

ST f& The Hindu = Journal of Threatened Taxa H JehTTId Ueh gTTolAT 31T & TR I
RaTE foma, “3eREs & Seige & foehe 3Tu-aledst faegd 3aeies ¥ 2.4 f&ralt qq uep3it
IaT o ST T T FAATRT A @ 51 93 Fastaly aferat i1 ... faegarerd & s gy

HHdTgl”

An assessment prepared for the State Climate Resilient Power System Development
Project also noted an Egyptian vulture and some steppe eagles had been electrocuted on
medium-voltage, rather than high-voltage, lines.

State Climate Resilient Power System Development Project & fav dIR forw arv teh
31Teholet H Ig 3 ool foha a1 foh T A 1 et 3R o Tl $97eT STa-alecst & Foid
m-aﬂmﬁagaaﬁ?ﬁwﬁagawmmfﬂ?ngwal

Research has noted that persistent mortality due to electrocution alone could render a local
population extinct.

QMer 7 Ig oo TohaT IT § T3 sharel TSI ATET & HROT TR et atell {eg fohdll Ty
3TTSTET T fare[eet X el B

Avian electrocution is also likely under-documented in India since dead birds can be removed
by humans or scavenged.

R 3 Tara o faeerand A §a el ey 1 #7f Fead: AT EFATISHIT 31T §, FAiTeh
T ITETAT Sl HoSF §eT el & IT e i 3o¢ TT Heel & |

As the study indicated, one inexpensive solution is to separate vulture feeding sites from
power infrastructure.

STET o 37TETeT & Fehel T AT Y, Teh e ST aTell HATETT gl & sHisrer Tyl Y fgga
TEITAT H AN FIAT ¢ |

Other measures to protect raptors, and even other birds, especially near settlements, include
insulating conductors, increasing the gap between energised and grounded components or
otherwise preventing a bird from bridging them — non-trivial considering vulture wingspans —
and installing safe perches.

fRIRY gferat aur 317 aferat, favent et & fehe, T gRat & fav 3 surat 7 faegd
TeThl T Fegaie HTT, Taegd-afhd R §-Hufeh Tl & S g Selem a1 =y fonelr qaft
I IeTeh ST HIh FATMAT HYA H Nehell—1 A & TEG-fIFAR FY d@d gC AT &7 8
HecaquT §—3R AT oa & TUTeT TS el A B

Major Vulture Species of India
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Scientific
Name

White-rumped Gyps

Vulture

Indian Vulture /

Long-billed
Vulture

bengalensis

Gyps indicus

Slender-billed Gyps

Vulture

Red-headed
Vulture

Egyptian
Vulture

Himalayan
Griffon

Eurasian
Griffon

Cinereous
Vulture

Bearded
Vulture /
Lammergeier

tenuirostris

Sarcogyps
calvus

Neophron
percnopterus

Gyps
himalayensis

Gyps fulvus

Aegypius
monachus

Gypaetus
barbatus

Major Habitat / Distribution in India

Plains, open woodland, agricultural
landscapes and areas near livestock;
important populations in Assam, West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh, with scattered populations
elsewhere

Mainly central, western and peninsular
India; cliffs, rocky hills and open
landscapes; important areas include
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Karnataka

Mainly northern and northeastern India,
particularly lowland and sub-Himalayan
landscapes; recorded especially in Assam

IUCN Status

Critically
Endangered
(CR)

Critically
Endangered
(CR)

Critically
Endangered

and adjoining Northeast, West Bengal and (CR)

parts of northern India
Open countryside, dry deciduous forest and

Critically

wooded landscapes across parts of northern, Endangered

central and peninsular India

Widely distributed across much of India; dry

open country, cliffs, rocky areas, villages,
towns and carcass-dumping sites;
particularly conspicuous in Rajasthan and
northwestern India

Mainly Himalayan and trans-Himalayan
regions of Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh; winters can
extend into plains

Mainly a winter visitor, especially to
northwestern and northern India;
significant concentrations in Rajasthan,
with records from Gujarat and
Himalayan/north Indian regions

Primarily a winter visitor; northwestern
India, particularly Rajasthan, and
Himalayan/northern regions

High-altitude Himalayan and trans-

Himalayan mountains, especially Ladakh,

Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh

(CR)

Endangered
(EN)

Near
Threatened
(NT)

Least
Concern (LC)

Near
Threatened
(NT)

Near
Threatened
(NT)

The Wildlife Institute of India's recent work confirms that Kangra Valley, Himachal
Pradesh, is particularly remarkable because it supports most of India's nine vulture species.
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Most Important Species for UPSC/UPPCS

White-rumped Vulture — Critically Endangered
» Scientific name: Gyps bengalensis.

« It is a resident species associated with open countryside, villages, agricultural landscapes
and livestock-rich areas, usually nesting in large trees.

« It was once among the commonest vultures of the Indian subcontinent.

* Its population underwent a catastrophic decline largely because vultures consumed livestock
carcasses containing the veterinary NSAID diclofenac.

* Diclofenac can cause kidney failure and visceral gout in vultures.

* The Government of India prohibited veterinary use of diclofenac in 2006 as a major
conservation measure.

Indian Vulture — Critically Endangered

» Scientific name: Gyps indicus.

* Also historically called the Long-billed Vulture.

« It is particularly associated with central and western India.

* Unlike the White-rumped Vulture, which commonly nests on trees, the Indian Vulture
frequently nests on cliffs and rocky escarpments.

» Major strongholds occur in landscapes of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and adjoining
western/central India.

Slender-billed Vulture — Critically Endangered

« Scientific name: Gyps tenuirostris.

* It occurs primarily in the northern and northeastern Indian subcontinent.
» It is associated particularly with lowland and sub-Himalayan landscapes.

* It was previously treated together with the Indian Vulture but is now recognised as a
separate species.

Red-headed Vulture — Critically Endangered
« Scientific name: Sarcogyps calvus.

* Also known as the Asian King Vulture.
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« It occurs in open landscapes and dry deciduous forests across parts of the Indian
subcontinent.

« Unlike Gyps vultures, it belongs to the genus Sarcogyps.

* Its population has also undergone a severe decline, and India's vulture conservation
programme includes conservation breeding for this species.

Egyptian Vulture — Endangered

» Scientific name: Neophron percnopterus.

* It is one of India's most widely distributed vultures.

* [t occurs in open countryside, rocky areas, cliffs and human-modified landscapes.
« It can nest on cliffs, buildings and isolated trees.

» The Wildlife Institute of India's 2025 assessment notes that resident populations are broadly
distributed across much of the Indian subcontinent.

« It is distinctive because it is comparatively small, with adults having a white body, black
flight feathers and yellow facial skin.

Himalayan Vultures

Himalayan Griffon — Near Threatened
» Scientific name: Gyps himalayensis.
« It is primarily a bird of the Himalayas and Tibetan Plateau.

* In India it occurs along the Himalayan belt from Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh to
Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

* During winter, individuals can move to lower elevations and farther into northern India.
Bearded Vulture — Near Threatened

« Scientific name: Gypaetus barbatus.

* Also called the Lammergeier.

« It inhabits high mountains, cliffs and alpine landscapes.

» It is particularly remarkable because bones constitute a major component of its diet.

* [t may carry large bones into the air and drop them onto rocks to break them into smaller
pieces.
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Easy recall: Bearded Vulture — Himalayas — Bone eater.

Important Migratory Vultures

Eurasian Griffon — Least Concern
» Scientific name: Gyps fulvus.
« It is principally a winter visitor to India.

* Northwestern India, particularly Rajasthan, provides important wintering and feeding
areas.

» The WII's recent nationwide assessment counted about 2,800 Eurasian Griffons across 12
surveyed carcass-dumping sites in Rajasthan.

Cinereous Vulture — Near Threatened

« Scientific name: Aegypius monachus.

* Also called the Eurasian Black Vulture.

« It is primarily a winter visitor to India.

* It occurs particularly in northwestern India and the Himalayan region.

* WII recorded 70 Cinereous Vultures at the same 12 surveyed carcass-dumping sites in
Rajasthan.

became Malaysia’s first UNESCO Global Genparkf‘ih’s&tangkawi- _______________
5. Name the Malaysian-born actress who became the first Asian woman to win the

Best Actress Oscar in 2023. Ans: Michelle Yeoh for her role in ‘Everything -
LA

Everywhere All at Once’ JURTE
6. In which sport did Nicol David win a record eight World Open titles? Ans:
Squash e

7. Which Bornean primate is known for its large, pendulouﬁ nose in males? Ans:
The proboscis monkey

Visual: Name the place where this famous statue of Lord Muruga is located. Ans:
Batu Caves on the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur

Early Birds: C. Saravanan | Mohan Lal Patel | Erfanally Oosmany | Tito Shiladitya |

01S9. Quiz

4. Langkawi UNESCO Global Geopark
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e Langkawi is a tropical archipelago comprising 99 islands in the Strait of Malacca, off the
northwestern coast of Peninsular Malaysia.

e It belongs to the Malaysian State of Kedah and contains ancient limestone, sandstone,
caves, mangroves and karst landscapes.

e |t was recognised as a Global Geopark on 1 June 2007, becoming Malaysia’s first such
geopark and the first in Southeast Asia.

e Important geological areas include the Machinchang Cambrian, Kilim Karst and Dayang
Bunting Marble Geoforest Parks.

e Its rocks preserve evidence of geological processes extending back more than 500 million
years.

7. Proboscis Monkey

e The proboscis monkey, scientifically named Nasalis larvatus, is an Old World monkey found
naturally only on the island of Borneo.

e Adult males possess an exceptionally large, pendulous nose that can exceed 10 centimetres
in length.

e The nose may amplify calls and influence female mate selection, although its precise
evolutionary function continues to be studied.

e Proboscis monkeys primarily inhabit mangrove, riverine, swamp and coastal forests and
are capable swimmers, aided by partially webbed digits.
They mainly consume leaves, seeds and unripe fruits.
The species is classified as Endangered, principally because of deforestation, agricultural
expansion, hunting and fragmentation of riverside habitats.

PCS Special: | 01 September

01S9 | Navy commissions INS Nipun for advanced operations

AN & Soord HFAAET F fAT srSvareH faqor wr dar 7 anfe

01S9 | Google Maps to show Lake Ontario as ‘Lake America’ for users in the U.S.

IHANFT & 3TAITFHAT3HT A ‘A FARNFT F T & @rs 330 o staRay

01S9 | Russia, Israel behind disinformation on Ceuta crisis: Sanchez

3T FHe W AR F 9IS & 3N gorma: arker

01S9 | Magsaysay honour for Myanmar activist, Singapore lawyer, Bangladeshi aid
giver

AR & FAT, IR F srftawrar sk amaref gerrar gerar # #74d gwaArT

01S9 | From a Barcelona product to a champion with Argentina

AT Y S T AT F T ANIT 91 a&

01S9 | Prolive Messi bows out with the second-most international goals

HaITOh HAWSET N I aTel g @St & & & ey go o a4y

01S9 | Be it Brazil or Qatar, Messi wowed fans with Golden Ball at his feet

TS FTATS 81 AT Fa<, A & AMeseT diel F WY WAWHI HT HAAIY fam

01S9 | Messi bids goodbye after 21 magical years

21 Sigs Tt & arg A F ot faeTs
01S9 | Leo’s glorious position in football is set in stone
Fedior 3 foar F1 aRaerel Ture e @

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Navy commissions INS Nipun

for advanced operations

The Indian Navy commissioned INS Nipun on
Monday at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai. It is
the second Diving Support Vessel (DSV) of the
Nistar class and will significantly enhance the
Navy’s capabilities in deep-sea diving,
underwater intervention, and submarine rescue.
Presiding over the ceremony was Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Krishna Swaminathan.
According to the Ministry of Defence, INS Nipun
is a specialist platform built to undertake
complex underwater operations. The vessel was
indigenously designed and built by the HSL in
Visakhapatnam. Its induction marks another step
towards self-reliance in defence shipbuilding.

01S9. Navy commissions INS Nipun for advanced
operations

AT & 3eard AT F fAT IrvarTw fagor Hi dar
7 enfaer fFar

e The Indian Navy commissioned INS Nipun on Monday
at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.

o AR AT 7 FHGR T A Py AR stwarE
IT$TATH faqor 7 Far H enfAer fha|

e ltis the second Diving Support Vessel (DSV) of the
Nistar class and will signi_l cantly enhance the Navy's
capabilities in deep-sea diving, underwater intervention, and
submarine rescue.

o g fAFar Aoft &7 T sEfaer wuie dwer (Srewd) § 3R
SEW Y FHG A NATERY, ST F $fIaT gTARIT TUT IeTged! q1G
Feel AT Y T3 7 SeaE T ge e gl

e Presiding over the ceremony was Chief of the Naval
Stas Admiral Krishna Swaminathan.

o ARG T LRI AT Y@ USTATA Foom FaraieArer
a1 |
e According to the Ministry of Defence, INS Nipun is a

specialist platform built to undertake complex underwater operations.

o TN HAEE & ITAR, HSTATH Y01 I Srersraet At 1 Fenford ae & fow Affa

T TR CelehIA B

e The vessel was indigenously designed and built by the HSL in Visakhapatnam.
o 3T UId F Tl T & FfAFeqar 3t AT Rreraraaes feya vavatd gan R R E |
e |ts induction marks another step towards self-reliance in defence shipbuilding.

o SHeH {aT A A BT T&T 9T FAHTor 7 Jrerfersiar i feem 7 vk 3R FAgeayol Fer B
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as ‘Lake America’ for users in U.S.

Google has updated its maps application to rename Lake Ontario as
“Lake America” for users in the U.S., reflecting an order by President
Donald Trump that changed the lake’s name, amid an escalating
trade war with Canada. Ontario Premier Doug Ford responded with
a billboard-sized message: “Lake Ontario. Now and forever.” Ap

Russia, Israel behind
disinformation on
Ceuta crisis: Sanchez
fpcs |

Reuters
MADRID

Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez said on Mon-
day there were signs Russia
and Israel had spread the
disinformation over
Spain’s migration policy
that triggered last month’s
rush of migrants into Ceu-
ta, but no evidence of Mo-
roccan involvement.

Over 72,000 migrants ir-
regularly crossed from Mo-
rocco into the tiny Spanish
territory between July 30
and 31 in an unprecedent-
ed surge at one of the Euro-
pean Union’s only two land
borders with Africa. At
least 100 people died in the
attempt, according to Ceu-
ta’s local authorities.

Spanish Opposition par-
ties have accused Rabat of
deliberately allowing the
mass crossing, an accusa-
tion Morocco has denied.

“When people talk and
speculate about the partici-
pation of Moroccan auth-
orities, [ deny this out-
right,” Mr. Sanchez said.

Mr. Sanchez said re-
search by the EU’s diplo-
matic service EEAS had in-
dicated that Russian and
Israeli networks had been
behind the spread of disin-
formation in conjunction
with far-right networks.

Some 5,000 migrants
have stayed in Ceuta since
the border rush, triggering
protests from locals against
the Spanish government’s
handling of the crisis.

01S9. Google Maps to show Lake Ontario
as ‘Lake America’ for users in U.S.

IARNFT A 3qATTHast F odF 3ARNST F T
# @t &of A= st

e Google has updated its maps application to
rename Lake Ontario as “Lake America” for users in
the U.S., reflecting an order by President Donald
Trump that changed the lake’s name, amid an
escalating trade war with Canada.

e Google & 319t Hog TiCAdHeA FI 31UST FIA
@W%Wﬁ»—cﬁaﬁé?ﬁvaﬂ;mwm
e ‘o AR X fear g1 g8 aRad= wseufa
BNATes €T & 39 IS Fl 2T &, fordeh 3id9Td FArar
¥ WY T6d SATIR JGH o srel 3hel o A1 gRafcld
o aram 2|

e Ontario Premier Doug Ford responded with
a billboard-sized message: “Lake Ontario. Now and
forever.”

o 3R F NAAT 7 FIE A [as & HR &
e & T gfafeRar &1 ‘o steriar aref sl gdar”

01S9. Russia, Israel behind disinformation on
Ceuta crisis: Sanchez

3T WFHE TN VAR F NS T 3R goraer:
et

e Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said on
Monday there were signs Russia and Israel had spread
the disinformation over Spain’s migration policy that
triggered last month’s rush of migrants into Ceuta, but no
evidence of Moroccan involvement.

o TUST & FYTHAHAT U5 Wider of AIHAR HT el 5 0
Tohd e § foh w1 3 goRme & T i yaras Aifd &
Heer 7 gOHAR el T AT, Torieh HROT o #g 31 T
# e 43T 9E A, AfeheT FHA AR I Hereddr H
IS THTOT oTg! T
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Over 72,000 migrants irregularly crossed from Morocco into the tiny Spanish territory
between July 30 and 31 in an unprecedented surge at one of the European Union’s only two
land borders with Africa.

30 3 31 Fefr$ & &frer 72,000 & 3rf8F Farfaat o g &9 & ARl § 50 Sre-d T=i
&1 & e 3| JTshrehT & SIS JRIART W ohT charel &1 Telg WIS & & Ueh W Gariardi 1 Ig

37T 371G |

At least 100 people died in the attempt, according to Ceuta’s local authorities.
U3 & TAN FTAHINGT & ITAR, 38 GIH F HH-J-HA 100 AT Y 77 g1 75|

Spanish Opposition parties have accused Rabat of deliberately allowing the mass crossing,
an accusation Morocco has denied.

T & fauafl gell @ @ 9T STTAGHRT T37 FEIT H el bl AT IR el bl A a3 T

3RIY TR &, fo AR o 3R fRar gl

“When people talk and speculate about the participation of Moroccan authorities, | deny this
outright,” Mr. Sanchez said.

A AT o Fgl, “STT AT ARFHT F JARAFREAT 1 sy & /vy & 919 3R serd g g, ar
# SHHT TISE T A Wl LA "
Mr. Sanchez said research by the EU’s diplomatic service EEAS had indicated that Russian
and Israeli networks had been behind the spread of disinformation in conjunction with far-

right networks.

A FAST 7 e o ZAd Fer Y Ttk far §Swew o oiver & Hehel Ao & for wlt 3iw
FIRIIH Aca, Y-SRt Acaai & A1y Aot goraR thellel & 9 3

Some 5,000 migrants have stayed in Ceuta since the border rush, triggering protests from
locals against the Spanish government’s handling of the crisis.

mwmﬁﬁaﬁmmimﬁmamommﬁWg%ﬁ ST dROT
e § ATea & TIN TRR & dlish & [aeeer T et o faRYer-gesier fhe §

Magsaysay honour for Myanmar activist,
Singapore lawyer, Bangladeshi aid giver

Assocnate! Press

PHILIPPINES

A Singaporean diplomat
who led adoption of UN
oceans treaty, a Myanmar
activist who put his free-
dom on the line for democ-
racy, and a former Bangla-
deshi teacher who brought
compassion to the poor
were named on Monday as
the winners of this year’s
Ramon Magsaysay Awards.
Singaporean lawyer and
diplomat Tommy Koh, 88,
was recognised for pro-
moting international dia-
logue and the rule of law.
He is best known for pre-
siding over a U.N. confe-
rence of more than 150
countries, which adopted
the U.N. Convention on the
Law of the Sea in 1982.

“Of enormous signifi-
cance to maritime coun-
tries, this ‘constitution for
the oceans’ defined territo-
rial waters and the eco-
nomic rights of countries
to their coastal waters and
provides mechanisms for
settling disputes,” the
awards body said.

Bo Kyi, the 61-year-old
winner from Myanmar, has
spent seven years in prison

.
Bo Kyi, Runa Khan and Tommy Koh. RAMON MAGSAYSAY FOUNDATION

for a life spent in resistance
against widespread human
rights violations by Myan-
mar’s military.

In March 2000, Bo Kyi
and fellow former political
prisoners organised the
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, which
has “devoted itself to docu-
menting political impri-
sonment, supporting de-
tainees and their families

and ensuring the conti-
nued visibility of the jun-
ta’s political prisoners in
Myanmar,” the awards bo-
dy said.

Runa Khan, 67, of Ban-
gladesh won the award for
“her profound empathy
for the poorest of the poor
in her country.”

Coming from an affluent
family, she first served as a
teacher to poor children in
1979. In 2002, she esta-
blished an organisation
called “Friendship Bangla-
desh” that helped the most
destitute “deal with cli-
mate change, educate their
children, empower wo-
men, create livelihood op-
portunities and bring so-
cial justice to the
excluded,” according to
the awards body.
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01S9. Magsaysay honour for Myanmar activist, Singapore lawyer, Bangladeshi
aid giver

FIAR F FrFar, AR & srfawrar 3k aearedt gerrar verdr # Asqd gF=amT

e A Singaporean diplomat who led adoption of the UN oceans treaty, a Myanmar activist
who put his freedom on the line for democracy, and a former Bangladeshi teacher who
brought compassion to the poor were named on Monday as the winners of this year's Ramon
Magsaysay Awards.

o HYFA USE AFTHNR HI T AT STTeT T siccd et ATl AT & TF TSAATA, clichei b
T 319l FacTar A SNT@A 7 STl Tl FAAR F U FrwaT 3R A1 i Heorgds
HERICT el dTell Areetiaer Y Uk o RATHT o SAaR 1 58 a¥ o 10T AT/A REFRI A1
Tarstam ey o arar |

e Singaporean lawyer and diplomat Tommy Koh, 88, was recognised for promoting
international dialogue and the rule of law.

o FHITR & srfRraerar ik Toale <l g (88) F1 HaredrT warg AR R & amwer
FIcHTTEd el o TolT FFATTAT TohT 3T

e He is best known for presiding over a U.N. conference of more than 150 countries, which
adopted the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Seain 1982.

o 3¢ 150 & ITaF quul & WIFA ST FFAWT T HEARTAT Flel oh fIT fIAY §T F ST AT,
TSIt 1982 F Wg F Flelet T WIF IS HRWHT T 91T I 7|
e “Of enormous significance to maritime countries, this ‘constitution for the oceans’ dee ned

territorial waters and the economic rights of countries to their coastal waters and provides
mechanisms for settling disputes,” the awards body said.

o IUEHN SETe Flet aTell FEAT o T, “THAT &2t 3 o Jrcafiiss Agcaqol 36 ‘AgeRl &
wiAYTT o WIERI STef 3R 2t o T STef ¥ HeI It ofeh 3MTTeh ITAHRT hr TR fohar

T fyarel & AT & foT aF 3Ueey HUT]”

e Bo Kyi, the 61-year-old winner from Myanmar, has spent seven years in prison for a life
spent in resistance against widespread human rights violations by Myanmar’s military.

o  FIAR ¥ 61 T star @ A & FAAR I T GaRT fHT 31T ATIF ATANUFR Seerasll &
faeey Shaaadd §OY & & HRUT A9 99 FREE H 9dTT |

e |n March 2000, Bo Kyi and fellow former political prisoners organised the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners, which has “devoted itself to documenting political

imprisonment, supporting detainees and their families and ensuring the continued visibility of
the junta’s political prisoners in Myanmar,” the awards body said.

o GUEHR Gl A aTell TEAT 1 et foh AFF 2000 H ST AT 3R 3e7eh AT I Isfelicren sfedr o
HRAFT TR R gifafedd Rsawd & Tamsr i, o Toreiifas SR & A
EEATASITROT e, AT 3R 3oAch IRART HT TETIAT el dAT FATAR H T AqTHA
T afedt 6t Feafa I fldy adsrfas gite 7 oTe 3@ & fow Fad &1 gAfad R g1

e Runa Khan, 67, of Bangladesh won the award for “her profound empathy for the poorest of
the poor in her country.”

o ST T Tl WA (67) o1 “379Y 2T & ATTda e & Uiy 379eiT 18T Taear & forvw Jg
JIERR SHT|

e Coming from an affluent family, she first served as a teacher to poor children in 1979.

o TS WHEH URER U 37T aTell ®1T WleT o 1979 H Ugell aR A sreait & RAfarenr & & 7 dar
Eqll

e In 2002, she established an organisation called “Friendship Bangladesh” that helped the
most destitute “deal with climate change, educate their children, empower women, create
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livelihood opportunities and bring social justice to the excluded,” according to the awards
body.

o TEPR eI Hke m@m%w, 3ogiel 2002 3 “WefAT TR ATHS Udh TS T
TATYAT T, ToIEe 3cd el TR ol b “STed R qRecial & foues, 319=) sreei ar T e,
AfGT3TT T TAFT FTeY, TSNTAHT & ITER 3ol Ha 3R afaal s arefos = o= &

HERIT Fr|

From a BarCEI?na DI'Odll.Ct o 01S9. From a Barcelona product to a
a champion with Argentina champion with Argentina

IIFRTAT Y & T M AT & T AT Felat
GED

e Lionel Messi joined Barcelona as a 13-year-
old in 2000 and shone in the youth ranks before
making his senior debut at 16in a friendly against
Porto in 2003.

o REaAday2000F 13 Mg H
GETTY IMAGES mﬁm@rﬂ-gy\(@}?ﬁwam%ﬁﬂm%m

Lionel Messi joined Barcelona as a 13-year-old in 2000 and shonein o003 & 16 ¥ Y 3T ol & m TH HNATH
the youth ranks before making his senior debut at 16 in a friendly <) s

against Porto in 2003. He made his LaLiga debut in October 2004 HifaR & & fow gerdor )

and scored his first league goal the following May in a match against e He made his LaLiga debut in October 2004
Atacets Wit he achisved vt Argetbiiadis istory, and scored his first league goal the following May ina

match against Albacete.
o 3ogiel FEAT 2004 F AT i F gardor foHaT 3R 3r9Ter 9 HS H Irear i F ATy TH AT A
39T IgeT ST I TohT|

o What he achieved with Argentina is history .

o 3ogicl ST & AT ST ST TSI UTe i, 3 sfae™ &

Prolific Messi bows out with the 01S9. Prolive Messi bows out with the
second-most international goals

second-most international goals iR SARRTSERT aiter 2t AT G
st & w0 & fer gu e A

e Lionel Messi has the second-most
goals in all internationals (125), behind his
contemporary, Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo
(146).

o foRe AW 7 Tl FARTET FHRTel H

s : gE gaifas ater (125) fhu § 311 a8 3rde

o -\ , AR JeraTel o Fpfeeam Aaresr (146) &
A e The Argentine legend is also the
Lionel Messi has the second-most goals in all internationals (125), second-highest goalscorer in FIFA World Cup
behind his contemporary, Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo (146). The history with 21 in 34 matches, behind France

Argentine legend is also the second-highest goalscorerin FIFAWorld ~ forward Kylian Mbappe (22).
Cup history with 21 in 34 matches, behind France forward Kylian
Mbappe (22).
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o ISIET & g TGaaret TEasr BT fea w9 & sfaer & off gy waiftF e Fat arer fEemsh ¢
3egial 34 At & 21 Mer fhw § 3R g wiA & BRas ffegs vaarsy (22) @ IS &)

Be it Brazil or Qatar, Messi wowed

fans with Golden Ball at his feet

A

GETTY IMAGES

Lionel Messi is the only player to win the World Cup Golden Ball
twice, earning the prize in the 2014 and 2022 editions. While Messi
provided four goals and one assist in Brazil, he delivered seven
goals and three assists in Argentina’s title-winning campaign in

Qatar. In the most recent WC, he secured the Silver Ball.

01S9. Be it Brazil or Qatar, Messi wowed
fans with Golden Ball at his feet

Te STl &) AT Ha, AT A Mo aiel &
AT GAHHT Y FAFTE FHam

e Lionel Messi is the only player to win the
World Cup Golden Ball twice, earning the prize in
the 2014 and 2022 editions.

o oA A, AT HY Mo aieT &Y IR SNider
aTel THATS TGS &1 Iogiel Ig TWEDR 2014 R
2022 & HEHION 7 ST

e While Messi provided four goals and one
assist in Brazil, he delivered seven goals and three
assists in Argentina’s title-winning campaign in
Qatar.

o AU A ST F AR M fhT 3R v wATe

AT, STt X F IFSEAT & TaE-faaar 3T &
ST 37gier A1 aMer fpe 3k e srfRee o

¢ |n the most recent WC, he secured the Silver Ball.

o Y giferdT faed 9 & 3egiat Reaw aied ured $|

Messi bids goodby¢ after 21 magical years

01S9. Messi bids goodbye after

opper leaves the arena with an Argentine record 125

OTRALL

ays the time had arr

Leo’s glorious position
in football is set in stone

Messi’s international journey

21 magical years
21 wITg$ st & T A4l A off Ryar$

e The show-stopper leaves the
international arena withan Argentine
record 125 goals in 207 matches; despite
being hurt, he says the time had arrived to
bring down the curtains on a storied
career.

o g ISt fQesy 207 AT &
AT Y AR A NF1E 125 M & Try

HARTSET #e & 4T 81 ¥6T & 36 81t &
STaIE 3oTeh hgell ¢ foh 3oToh Ufagfds
FRAT I YT STele) ST THT 3T 127 27|

e Lionel Messi has ended his
decorated career as a player for Argentina

r, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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at 39, after nearly two decades representing the National team.

e A o Srarerar & gerent e Ui & 1 afafeiRica et & dg 39 ¥ Ay g A
3T & TR & T 7 370 IUelfeRral @ aRYUT HRAT &1 FATT X G2 8|

The eight-time Ballon d’Or winner is his country’'s record appearancemaker and scorer with
125 goals in 207 games, having transformed a complicated relationship with the senior side
into a story of redemption and triumph.

TS aR F ST 33T RAAar ALY 207 FaY & 125 e & T 3791 27 & Fow Faifas Ju e
el TR 3R TaTfeeh 3Tl el aTel TSN & | 3egiel NI EI o TTT el STicel AL hl
garee 3R e i gl 7 aRafda w i

Messi, who played in six World Cups, won the tournament in Qatar in 2022 and led
Argentina to the ¢ -nal again, before losing to Spain in the USA earlier this year.

B faeT F9 Wolel arel AL 7 2022 F FaX A T AT ST AR 58 a¥ T Qre3iel 7 AR &
T & G A Tgel 3TN Y o : PlgoTel b TEATT|

“It was a decision that hurt — and still hurts deeply — but | understand that the time has
come,” Messi wrote on social media.

ALY o werer AT o forar, “arg veh v foty o, foree #7gh dier agars—3iN el off ewrs @
dﬁgrqg’mm%—ﬁﬁmﬁmméﬁsmmmm%l"

“I swear to you that | always gave it my all — not just in these last few years when we won
everything but before that too.

“ﬁaﬂcnframauja:m{%ﬁﬁmnmmﬁm_msamgﬁ;aﬁﬁaaﬁ 9
§HA T FS Siid, e 3T Tgel &l

| always fought and left everything on the ¢ eld for this jersey, to bring you joy and make you
feel proud to be Argentine through football,” added the veteran.

5 37781 TeST o shet, “Hel garen Hey f3har 3R gw St & foIT A W 39+ a9 F&
=AISTaR Y e, cTfeh AT YHealdl < Teh 3R Pesiiel & HICTH & TTh ISAElal gt o e
T Tb”

Messi revealed that he wrote his retirement letter on July 21 — two days after losing the

World Cup * nal — but waited to publish it because his father was facing health issues that
eventually claimed his life.

AL IAT T Sgiat Ta9T Y BlgeTel §RA o &l [T F1G, 21 FelT$ HY HIAT HearH-g forgr
T, ifheT 38 THRITAT et & ForT T i, Fifer 3 Mar Fareey et GHEm3T S @A
FI I A, A HROT 3dd: 3T foTere gr aram|

Jorge Messi passed away in his native Rosario on August 8.

STTeT A T 8 ITFT HT 3T Yefeh IR QWIRAY 3 foversT g a2

Messi had made his debut for the National team in 2005, but his journey was fraught with
frustration until he « nally lifted the World Cup in 2022.

AT ¥ 2005 H TSET EH & Torw gemiuT foham AT, difehsT 3T IMET de de RT3l & 818 &Y,
S T 3egiel 3idd: 2022 & faeg &9 7T 37 for|

“Thank you for all the love these past 20 years.

‘Tl 20 a6t 7 f&T 30 FFEd 9A & foIw 39 geaarg|

I’m going to miss hearing you all from the inside.

# 8l & 3T FefY AT TS Folal Y AT, FET|

Now I’'m going to be one of you, cheering and supporting you from the outside [through thick
and thin, even more so],” said Messi.

ALY g, 31 H A § &Y Teh oof S5 3R T A g% FE-g:W F 3Rl ScaTgatial odm
TS HEIT|”

Change of mind
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ot & aRadsr

He had briee y retired in 2016 — after defeats in the 2014 World Cup « nal and back-to-back
Copa Americatitle deciders — but later reversed his decision.

3egiel 2014 fared 9 Bigerer AR TR 2 FraT AR Fraweh T gFmet & woa &

S 2016 & F& FAT F AT o of Toram 21, Afehet 1, & 37911 A0y arad o form|
He went on to bag Copa titles in 2021 and 2024.
3% 91 3oaiel 2021 311X 2024 & a1 @aE S|

In the letter, the Inter Miami captain, however, did not mention how long he intends to
continue playing professional football.

grellich, 9 & $eX TR & FedleT o I§ Seord e fohdT 7o ag el e URIaR Pelel Welall TR
TGAT e &

“I leave with the peace of mind and pride of having given you — along with my teammates —
moments we once only dreamed of.

A g8 FATa A AR IS & @rer feT o o1 § o Ay 319y @l f@enfaat & @ fAest
3TTIRT U &70T few, ToieTent el 897 Shaol TUTT ST i A

Experiencing this with you was incredible.

31T9h AT SHRT 3Te]e7d AT AT 7|

| love you all,” he added.

IogieY oheT, “H 3T Tl & YA hIATE 1"

Messi played for Inter Miami over the weekend, scoring four in a 7-1 win over CF Montreal
in Major League Soccer.

AT = el A FeX FAamh & fav Werd gu AR & I 3 CF #Allegae & fvey 7-1 A1
S & IR e U

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page62



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Leo's glorious position
in football is set in stone

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

In football’s hallowed lega-
cy of individual brilliance
shaping collective achieve-
ment, the pantheon was al-
ways vested with a duopo-
ly: Brazil’'s Pele and
Argentina’s Diego Marado-
na.

Carving his own niche
However, just like the
suave manner in which he
befuddled defenders, Lio-
nel Messi also carved his
own niche with these
giants.

Greatness in the beauti-
ful game can never be dis-
cussed without mention-
ing the magician that Messi
has always been.

As he announced his in-
ternational  retirement,
Messi leaves a global ter-
rain that he adorned with
such aura. He was driven
by the philosophy that if
there was a goal to be
scored, he would be the
man to do it or at least
grant the final assist.

However, Pele and Ma-
radona did not face the ex-
treme scrutiny that sha-
dowed Messi in an age of
intrusive social media. For
years, the ‘club over coun-
try” debate was often used
to denigrate Messi.

His exemplary stint with
FC Barcelona was used as a
crutch to run him down
while using his tenure with
Argentina as a contrast.
Messi had to find his light
while dealing with Marado-
na’s massive shadow.

Sporting greats thrive
on prodigal talent, self-be-
lief, adrenaline and most
importantly the applause
from the fans. Messi often
searched for that last bit. It
did not matter if he was the
most-feted footballer ever
in the history of the sport,
he had to win the World
Cup.

Ultimate prize

He precisely did that at Do-
ha in 2022, marshalling his
unit to the ultimate glory,
one that Maradona last se-
cured in 1986. While the
rest of the world loved
him, to gain that emotion
from his followers back
home was special for Mes-
si. Finally, Maradona’s sha-
dow was cast aside as Mes-
si glowed in his own
luminescence.

He wanted an encore
this year but Spain had the
last word in the World Cup
final. The Maradona repli-
cation was again at play as
Argentina was runner-up
in 1990.

To see Messi on the turf
is to be aware of magic-
realism, the kind that wri-
ters like Gabriel Garcia
Marquez dished out in
their epics. Messi offered
hope, hoodwinked rivals
with speed and pauses,
and sold a dummy with his

Messi’s international journey

Breaking down the genius' strikes

0

Appearances [Goals|  Competition

2005 61 54 | Friendlies
2006 World Cup
2007 6 e 36 qualification
2008 ) 34 21 | FIFA World Cup
2009 3 39 14 | Copa America
2010 P 1 0 Finalissima
2011 4
2012 12
2013 6
2014 8
2015 4
2016 8
2017 4
2018 4
2019 5
2020 1
2021 9
2022 18
2023 8
2024
2025 3
2026 10
BY OPPONENT
(top-10)
Bolivia T LA ALBICELESTE CAREER
Ecuador 7
Venezuela | 7 I 5 0 a s
Uruguay 6
Algeria 5 and 68 assists in 207 appearances across
g d 68 assists in 207
Brazil |5 21years. Holds the country’s all-time record
Z I —  for both appearances and goals
Chile 5
Estonia 5 m
Guatemala | 5  ™Under-20 World Cup (2005)
———————  mOlympic Games gold (2008)
Paraguay | 5 g Riraworld Cup (2022)
m Copa America (2021 and 2024)
INDIVIDUAL HONOURS
Qe m FIFA World Cup - Golden Ball (2014 and 2022)
M m FIFAWorld Cup- Silver Ball (2026}
Love, 1 m Copa America - Golden Ball (2015 and 2021)
L m Copa America - Golden Boot
loved Copa America - Golden Boot (2021)
and I'will
ahways 1 1 1
love being
on the Theonly | Thefirstto Has the most
. player scoreinthe | World Cup goal
national toscore | groupstage, | involvements
team. aWorld round of 16, (33: 21 goals,
" Cupgoal | quarterfinal, | 12 assists),
1 gave in his semifinal most World Cup
everything teens, and final assists (12) and
3 20s and of asingle most World Cup
I'had and 30s World Cup appearances (34)
I have
nothing The first player
. to captain his
l'[?l)['( o country in three
give, and World Cup finals
besides, 2026 |
there are —_—
some very Messi made his
lented 4 Lo Albiceleste debut
talent on August 17, 2005,
young coming on as a substitute
JUTT in the 63rd minute. He,
p]a-\ ?] s however, received a red card
coming just 47 seconds later for a
up behind controversial challenge
e \\'hv() Retired from
deserve to international football on
be there June 26, in the aftermath
of the defeat to Chile in the Copa America
LIONEL final, before reversing his decision on August
MESSI 12 later that year
Compiled by Anirudh Velamuri
feint of feet. To see him at his best,

Statistics would reveal
125 goals from 207 appea-
rances for Argentina, but
he was more than just

numbers.

was to be aware of an in-
candescent legend. Messi’s
glorious position in foot-
ball is set in stone. He will
be sorely missed.

01S9. Leo’s glorious position in football is set
in stone

Feaior A A F1 aRaerel TureT e @

¢ |n football's hallowed legacy of individual
brilliance shaping collective achievement, the pantheon
was always vested with a duopoly: Brazil's Pele and
Argentina’s Diego Maradona.

o edlol I 3 YT Sod faRed #, sfel safFasrd
wfersm AR STafo #Y 3R &t ¥, Fere QenfsAt
freR |&q e feaerait & HfUFR A W@ Folie & 9o 3R
3TSIETT & f3Tan ARET|

e Carving his own niche

o 379t fafarse ggarer qamET

e However, just like the suave manner in which he
befuddled defenders, Lionel Messi also carved his own
niche with these giants.

o glcilteh, Tore Hgol 3R FHerer 3icTel & g T8Tehi T
#fAT Fa &, 3 yhR Foraaer AW 7 ot o7 FgT Renfsat
& &7 379=AT Taferse ugae s s |

e Greatness in the beautiful game can never be
discussed without mentioning the magician that Messi has
always been.

o U G Wel H QAT hl T 38 SATGaR AHY T
Soord T T el €T &l oI Fehdll, 5iY 98 T8 @ &

e As he announced his international retirement,
Messi leaves a global terrain that he adorned with such
aura.

o 3Us HAWISET FITH T TIVUT & A1 AT 39
afRaes A7 1 BI3 W §, T 37gieT 3791 ITTUROT THHSS &
SNUECREE

e He was driven by the philosophy that if there was a

goal to be scored, he would be the man to do it or at least
grant the final assist.

o T 3HCdT A INT A P Il A Mo fFar ST E,
a1 3 I aTer JEY 8191 AT HH-J-F 3T 3faw 3rfdre
3799 &3t

e However, Pele and Maradona did not face the
extreme scrutiny that shadowed Messi in an age of
intrusive social media.

o gTailfoh, Jor 3R ARTEAT & 39 37 Sirg 31
3TN T FTHT el adelT UeT, foae gEaaIasi |erer
2 & gar A A 1 droT R

e For years, the ‘club over country’ debate was
often used to denigrate Messi.
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Ut doh U W I FAG” HY T§F &7 3TN I1T: ALY 1 HAram few= & faw faam =)

His exemplary stint with FC Barcelona was used as a crutch to run him down while using his
tenure with Argentina as a contrast.

THH SIS & TTY IeTeh IO HIIhTel T 3og ATl [T & I & T & SEAATA
T ara, STarfeh 3IEIET & AT 3e7eh hTiehiel i SHeh TATRIT TE fohaT IrT|
Messi had to find his light while dealing with Maradona’s massive shadow.

ﬁﬁﬁm@mﬁﬁawmwmmﬁgmﬁm@mﬁqﬁl

Sporting greats thrive on prodigal talent, self-belief, adrenaline and most importantly the
applause from the fans.

el STl & FeTel ferST rATRoT Gfds, 3cAfaeard, TgaforsT 3N e Ageaqul, Ferae! Y
TGAT § Feld-Folcl & |
Messi often searched for that last bit.

AT 9T 38T 3TAH ded ST Tolrel Fld [

It did not matter if he was the most-feted footballer ever in the history of the sport, he had to
win the World Cup.

SEY IS A AL ISl AT foh I8 30 WA o STAETH & 379 e & T 3 FEAMAT Pealon
&, 3¢ faea &9 Siae & 2

Ultimate prize

Hafed QEHR

He precisely did that at Doha in 2022, marshalling his unit to the ultimate glory, one that
Maradona last secured in 1986.

ﬁﬁzozz#ﬁaﬁ%a@rﬁmwmmmmm@ﬁaﬁmrﬁwm,
T ARSI o 3ifad IR 1986 # wred fomar |

While the rest of the world loved him, to gain that emotion from his followers back home was
special for Messi.

T AV T2 3T G AT AT, AfeheT 3791 2T & FHAYHT A TEY HTAT JTed HieA1 A & fow
ey |

Finally, Maradona’s shadow was cast aside as Messi glowed in his own luminescence.
3cTeT:, ARTEIAT T SHRIT IS T 71§ 3R ALY 3791 T o Threl H THb 33|

He wanted an encore this year but Spain had the last word in the World Cup final.

JE 3T aY 3H eIl Pl SIeITeTT ATed U, oifehel AT FT BreaAer & T o 37T araiy AR

The Maradona replication was again at play as Argentina was runner-up in 1990.

ARTSIAT o Yeiel T GoRIg T Ueh SR T fewrs &, #ifer arstier 1990 # sufastar ter |

To see Messi on the turf is to be aware of magic-realism, the kind that writers like Gabriel
Garcia Marquez dished out in their epics.

HeTeT T AL T ST SAIGS TUTHATE T 3T ot oI &, ST Afsrrer anfar Arhar 514
AW & I HThICATCHS Ficral H FEI R

Messi offered hope, hoodwinked rivals with speed and pauses, and sold a dummy with his
feint of feet.

AT o 37T TS, T R SeXT F UTIae [T T THRAT dAT 37967 U Y H1HE a1l I 306
TqehaT feam|

Statistics would reveal 125 goals from 207 appearances for Argentina, but he was more
than just numbers.

3ers 3otela & fow 207 #aT 7 125 e g2id &, @ifehet g dhae 3ilehst & el 1R A
To see him at his best, was to be aware of an incandescent legend.

37¢ 379 HaAfTH T 7 STAT Ueh SEITATA fhaeelt ST AT it ST 27|

Messi’s glorious position in football is set in stone.

Feater H A HT ARGAT FATT 3 B
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e He will be sorely missed.

o 3o Fl Tg TGS A HEGH Y AT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page65



